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PREFACE. 
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Otwithftanding  the  muldpli- 

city  of  books  that  have  been 

..  «  &  \%f  • 

writ  on  the  Practice  of  Phyfic,|  and 
tho'  many  of  them  are  the- product 

of  the  afliduous  labours  of  iPhyfi- 

# 

cians  of  great  experience  and  accu- 

'  »  >►  1 

rate  obfervation,  yet  it  wiHf*  readily 
appear  to  every  Phyl^an  who  is 
converfant  in  practice,  c-jMt  the  Me¬ 
dical  Art  is  ftill  remote  from  per- 

j:  1 

feftion :  Indeed,  there  is  abundant 
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rea- 
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reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  always 
be  deficient  in  feveral  eflential  points ; 
fince  it  too  often  happens  that  when 
nature  hands  in  molt  need  of  our 
aOlftance  we  can  aid  her  the  lead; ; 
particularly  in  the  moffc  malignant 
fevers,  the  glandular  pulmonary 
confumption,  the  cancer,  and  many 
other  difeafes.  The  Healing  Art 

would,  doubtlefs,  have  been  much 

- 

farther  advanced  towards  perfection, 
than  it  is  at  prefent,  if  the  moll  able 
and  experienced  Phyficians,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  and  climates,  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  favour  tire  public 

with 

• 1  *  *  .  < 
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with  fuch  of  their  obfervations  as 
were  conducive  to  this  important 
end  :  But  many  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  Phyncians  have  been  remifs  in 
this  particular  •  either  from  indo¬ 
lence,  or  a  hurry  in  bufmefs,  or  an 
opinion  that  their  writings  could 
give  no  additional  luftre  to  their  cli- 
ftinguifhed  characters,  or  might  ex- 
pofe  them  to  the  farcafms,  and  falfe 
and  fuperficial  critcifms  of  little  en¬ 
vious  critics :  Regardlefs  of  thefe, 
i  humbly  prefent  the  following  ef- 
fays  and  obfervations  to  the  public, 
purely  from  a  defire  of  contributing 


my 
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my  mice  towards  the  improvement 
of  medicine ;  and  I  chearfully  fub- 
mit  them  to  the  teft  of  candid  and 
judicious  criticifm,  that  their  imper¬ 
fections  may  be  pointed  out ;  which 
is  agreeable  to  the  great  end  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  improvement  of  true 
medical  knowledge. 
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I.  The  Theory  of  the  periodical  Sea  and 
Land  Breezes  in  hot  climates . 

THE  Sea  Breeze  is  a  continuation  of 
the  Trade-wind,  which,  according 
to  the  celebrated  Dr  Halley's  Hy- 
pothefis,  is  determined  to  the  Land,  in  con- 
feq  uence  of  the  more  confiderable  rarefac¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  air  next  the  ground,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  low  plains  and  valleys,  by  means 
of  the  relieved  folar  rays,  and  the  great  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  which  the  earth  acquires  by  the 
Sun’s  influence  ;  the  lower  land-air,  thus 
highly  rarefied,  neceffarily  afeending  to  a 
higher  region  of  the  atmofphere,  while  the 
fea-air,  which  is  more  cool,  denfe  and 
heavy,,  rufnes  to  the  land  fo  as  to  maintain 
an  equilibrium :  an  effed  fimilar  to  that  of 
„  A  '  a 
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a  culinary  fire,  which  occafions  a  draught 
of  air  from  the  door,  or  other  inlet,  while 
the  rarefied  air  afcends  by  the  chimney. 
This  hypothefis  is  fufficiently  rational ;  but 
the  nocturnal  Land-Breeze  has  not  been 
rightly  accounted  for  by  any  author  that 
I  know :  Its  phyflcal  caufes  fhould  feem  to 
be  the  following. 

O 

The  ground  of  low  plains  and  valleys 
by  the  fea-coaft,  acquires  a  great  degree  of 
heat  from  the  fun.  during  the  day,  which 
it  retains  for  feme  hours  after  fun-fet ;  as  is 
manifeft  by  the  great  heat  of  the  air  of 
thefe  low  grounds  in  the  evening  calms, 
which  far  exceeds  the  heat  of  the  fea-air  at 
the  fame  time.  For  the  heat  acquired  by 
bodies,  from  the  folar  rays,  is  in  proportion 
to  their  denfities,  and  is  much  longer  re¬ 
tained  by  denfc  than  rare  bodies.  "Tis  alfo 
well  known  that  bodies  are  heated  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  by  the  fail,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  they  are  lefs  or  more  elevated  above 
the  level  of  the  fca,  or  according  as  their 
incumbent  air  is  more  or  lefs  denfe  and 
heavy  Now  the  tops  of  mountains,  and 
other  high  land  having,  in  the  courfe  of  the 

-  day, 
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day,  acquired  a  much  lefs  degree  of  heat 
from  the  fun,  than  the  earth  of  low  plains 
and  valleys,  the  incumbent  air  of  the  for¬ 
mer  loon  grows  cold,  denfe  and  heavy,  after 
fun-fet,  and  confequently  preffes  upon  the 
warmer  and  more  rarefied  air  of  the  lower 
lands  by  the  fea-coaft;  upon  which,  this  ra¬ 
refied  air  necelfarily  afcends,  and  gives 
place  to  the  former,  which  fwiftly  intrudes 
to  maintain  an  equilibrium  ;  and  thus  pro¬ 
duces  a  cool  Land-Breeze ;  which  com* 
monly  reaches  about  three  miles  from  the 
coaft,  becaufe  the  fea-air,  tho’  lefs  warm 
and  rare  in  the  evening,  than  the  air  of  low 
land,  is  yet  more  fo  than  the  air  of  the 
high  inlands. 

This  nocturnal  Bfeeze  is  continued  by 
the  rarefying  power  of  the  heated  earth  of 
the  low  plains  and  valleys  towards  the  fea- 
coaft  :  It  commonly  increafes  till  about  one 
or  two  in  the  morning,  becaufe  the  acquired 
heat  of  the  high  lands  recedes  feller  than 
the  heat  of  low  grounds  after  fun-fet ;  and, 
after  the  hours  of  one  or  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  this  Breeze  generally  begins  to  decline, 
becaufe  the  earth  of  the  low  lands,  toward 

the 
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the  coaft  begins,  about  that  time,  to  cool 
a-pace. 

As  the  Land-Breeze  blows  from  the 

i 

body  of  an  ifland  to  its  circumference,  it 
muft  needs  be  maintained  by  a  conftant  fup- 
ply  of  air,  which  doubtlefs  tends  from  an 
high  region  of  the  atmofphere  of  the  am¬ 
bient  fea  to  the  tops  of  the  high  land,  in 
proportion  as  the  condenfed  air  of  fuch 
high  land  fubfides,  and  is  determined  to 
the  furrounding  coaft ;  thus  maintaining  an 
Inceflant  circulation  of  air,  which  is  rever-  . 
fed  on  the  commencing  of  the  Sea-Breeze. 

Of  the  West  Indian  Air. 

rl|P'  H  E  weather  at  fea,  and  remote  from 
A  the  continent,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  is 
generally  uniform  as  the  trade-wind.  An 
almoft  uninterrupted  feries  of  dry  weather 
reigns  upon  the  face  of  the  ocean  through¬ 
out  the  year;  the  air  is  clear,  heavy  and 
elaftic?  and  the  clouds  are  exceeding  high, 
thin  and  white ;  and  the  conftant  and  al¬ 
moft  uniform  pure  humid  exhalation 
from  the  fea,  in  concurrence  with  the  in- 

cef- 
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celTant  trade-wind,  renders  the  fea-air  agree¬ 
ably  refrefhing,  and  exceeding  falutary. 

Upon  land,  the  weather  is  very  differ¬ 
ent  in  different  places ;  yet  each  place  has 
commonly  pretty  regular  annual  returns 
of  the  weather  that  is  peculiar  there¬ 
to  in  the  different  feafons.  In  general, 
there  is  frequent  rain  in  fummer  and  au¬ 
tumn,  but  the  winter  and  vernal  months 
are  dry. 

The  quantity  of  rain  that  falls,  in  any 
particular  place,  is  generally  greater  or  lefs, 
according  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  woody  and 
marfhy,  or  nearer  to,  or  more  remote  from 
woody  mountains  and  the  fea ;  or  as  it  is 
more  or  lefs  confined  by  furrounding  woody 
mountains,  and  liable  to  calms  ;  or  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  ground,  over  which  the  nochir- 
nal  and  diurnal  breezes  blow  in  their  courfe 
thereto,  is  more  or  lefs  woody  or  marfhy. 

The  atmofphere  of  the  fea  and  fea-coafi: 
is  very  feldom  or  never  obfcured  with  very 
denfe  humid  fogs ;  and  large  denfe  black 
clouds  do  rarely  appear  therein ;  tfiefe  being 

pre- 
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prevented  by  the  brifk  and  almofl  conftant 
breezes,  the  gravity  and  elaflicity  of  the 
atmofphere,  and  the  intenfe  folar  heat.  Yet 
a  thin  white  haze  generally  floats  in  the 
lower  air  over  the  land,  fo  as  often  to  hin¬ 
der  its  being  defcry’d  from  any  great  dif- 
fiance  at  fea;  efpecially  in  a  long  fummer 
drought,  and  when  the  fea-breeze  is  flrong. 
As  the  lower  air  is  very  dry  when  that  haze 
is  moft  confpicuous,  it  fhould  feem  to 
confift  chiefly  of  faline,  oily,  refinous, 
gammons,  and  other  denfe  and  vifcid  par- 
tides,  which  may  be  raifed  to  a  final! 
height  in  the  atmofphere  by  the  intenfe  fo- 
Jar  heat,  joined  with  the  brifk  fea-breeze. 

The  abundant  vegetable  and  mineral 
acids,  and  that  of  fea  fait,  that  are  exhaled  in 
the  Torrid  Zone,  and  contribute  not  a  little 
to  the  formation  of  the  abovefaid  haze,  do 
occaflon  a  very  fpeedy  eroflon  of  iron,  that 
lies  expofed  to  the  air,  efpecially  on -the 
fea-coafl ;  even  filver,  keys,  and  the  blades 
of  knives  in  people’s  pockets  are  thereby 
quickly  tarnilhed.  Now  fince  a  flrong  acid 
is  fo  prevalent  in  the  Weft-Indian  air, 
throughout  the  year,  we  may  rationally  coiir 

clude? 
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elude,  that  malignant  epidemic  difeafes,  in 
the  Torrid  Zone,  are  not  excited  by  any 
putrid  Fomes  in  the  atmofpherc. 

The  dews  are  pretty  heavy  on  the  fea~ 
coaft  during  the  rainy  feafon,  and  chiefly 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  when 
thefe  are  fliowery,  and  the  grafs  and  other 
vegetables  are  fucculent,  and  vegetation  is 
vigorous ;  but  little  or  no  obfervable  dew 
falls  upon  the  low  land  by  the  fea-coaft  du¬ 
ring  the  dry  feafon ;  that  is,  betwixt  the  end 
of  October  and  the  vernal  equinox. 

I N  high  woody  inland  valleys  among  the 
mountains,  the  air  is  much  cooler  than  to¬ 
wards  the  coaft,  or  in  low  plains  and  valleys. 
In  thofe  high  valleys,  the  winds  are  irregu¬ 
lar,  and  often  faint :  and  there  is  frequent 
rain,  and  an  abundant  humid  exhalation, 
which,  being  condenfed  by  the  coolnefs  of 
the  nights,  produces  very  denfe  and  wet 
nofturnal  fogs,  which  often  fuffer  two  or 
three  hours  of  the  morning  fun  before  they 
are  dilperfed. 


At 
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A  t  Jamaica  the  folar  heat,  when  the 
North  ’wind  does  not  blow,  is  very  little 
lefs  intenfe,  betwixt  the  hours  of  twelve 
and  four  in  winter,  than  in  fummer;  which 
therefore  muft  then  exceed  the  ufual  degree 
of  the  fummer  heat  at  London,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  the  fun  is  forty-one  degrees  to  the 
fouthward  of  Jamaica  in  the  winter  folftice, 
and  twenty-eight  degrees  only  from  the 
latitude  of  London  in  the  fummer  folftice  ; 
and  tho’  his  abfence,  in  the  nights,  at  thefe 
times,  is  confiderably  longer  at  Jamaica, 
than  London.  This  is  probably  occafion- 
ed  by  the  fpheroidal  figure  of  the  earth, 
which,  being  flattened  toward  the  poles, 
rnuft  caufer  the  folar  rays  to  fall  much  more 
obliquely  on  its  furface  in  northern  and 
fouthern  climates,  than  between  the  tropics. 
But  the  evenings  and  mornings  are  gene¬ 
rally  much  cooler  at  Jamaica  in  winter,  than 
in  fummer. 

f  i 

T  h  e  intenfe  folar  heat,  and  the  brifk 
fea-breezes,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  do  raife  an 
immenfe  watery  exhalation  from  the  fur- 

faces 


and  Observations.  9 

faces  of  the  fea  and  land  ;  yet,  as  the  humid 
vapour  is  quickly  and  highly  rarefied,  and 
fvviftly  afcends,  and  is  railed  to  a  great 
height  in  the  atmofphere,  the  lower  air 
continues,  notwithftanding,  very  dry,  in 
droughty  weather ;  when  wet  linen  expofed 
to  the  open  air  becomes  fpeedily  dry  and 
rigid,  both  at  fea  and  land  In  woody 
places,  during  the  rainy  feafon,  and  for 
fome  time  after  the  falling  of  much  rain, 
the  exhalation  from  the  land  will  exceed 
that  which  is  raifed  at  the  fame  time  from 
an  equal  portion  of  the  fur  face  of  the  fea  : 
But  countries  that  are  pretty  clear  of  wood 
and  marfhes,  and  have  a  dry,  fandy,  or  gra¬ 
velly  foil,  with  the  under-ground  w?ater  at 
a  good  diftance  from  the  far  face,  will  yield 
very  little  humid  exhalation  in  the  dry  fea- 
lon,  or  at  any  time  when  the  weather  is  very 
dry.  In  fuch  places,  unlefs  they  lye  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  fea,  the  air,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  often  rendered  unfalutary  by  being 
too  dry  and  fcorching  Hence  it  appears 
that  the  land-air,  in  the  Torrid  Zone,  is  far 
inferior  to  the  atmofphere  of  the  fea  in 
point  of  falubrity  ;  the  fir  ft  being  common- 

,  B  ly 
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ly  either  too  moift,  or  too  hot  and  dry,  or 
vitiated  by  noxious  vapours  ;  but  the  laft  is 
generally  impregnate  with  a  falutary  degree 
of  pure  moifture,  which,  in  concurrence 
with  the  continual  brifk  wind  at  fca,  and  the 
reflection  of  much  fewer  of  the  folar  rays 
from  water  than  earth,  greatly  moderates 
the  fultry  heat,  and  prevents  the  fkin,  and 
the  internal  furfaces  of  the  bronchia  and 
pulmonary  veficles  from  being  greatly  parch¬ 
ed,  and  the  blood  and  fabcutaneous  fat 
from  being  much  injured  by  the  heat  of 
a  vertical  fun.  In  February  1 744,  the  wea¬ 
ther  being  dry,  I  expofed  feme  fait  ol  tar¬ 
tar  in  the  piazza  of  the  forgery  at  the  late 
naval  hofpital  at  New-Green  wdeh  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  it  remained,  as  near  as  I  can  re¬ 
member,  (for  the  paper  is  loft  in  which  the 
refult  of  this  experiment  was  noted)  from 
ten  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the  afteroon, 
without  imbibing  any  manifeft  moifture, 
tho’  the  furrounding  ground  within  the 
fquare  of  the  hofpital  was  a  grafs-plot. 
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Of  the  common  external  caufes  o/Health, 
and  endemic  Diseases,  in  the  IV ejl-lndies. 

THE  fea-breeze  is  free  from  noxious 
vapours,  and  is  generally  dry,  or 
fraught  with  only  a  falutary  degree  of  pure 
and  imperceptible  moifture.  It  changes 
foul  and  unwholfome  land-air,  and  tern- 
perates  the  fcorching  folar  heat.  Very 
fmall  iflands  that  have  a  dry  foil,  are  pretty 
clear  of  wood,  and  remote  from  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  continually  fanned  by  the  fea- 
breeze,  or  trade-wind,  are  the  mo  it  health¬ 
ful  Ipots  in  the  Weft-Indies,  provided  they 
afford  good  water.  In  Jamaica,  thofe  places, 
ceteris  paribus,  are  the  moft  falubrions  that 
have  the  fea-breeze  immediately  from  the 
fea,  before  it  blows  over  any  other  land. 
Yet  this  breeze  is  in  a  great  meafure  de~ 
ftru&ive  of  health,  in  places  lying  within 
a  mile  to  leeward  of  marfhes,  by  conveying 
to  fuch places  the  humid  and  other  noxious- 
vapours  that  are  abundantly  exhaled  from 
the  marfhy  ground,  particularly  in  very 


12  Medical  Essays 


dry  weather  in  the  autumnal  months.  But 
thefe  bad  effects  of  it  are  few,  and  acciden¬ 
tal,  while  its  good  effe<5ls  are  great  and  ex¬ 
tensive,  both  with  regard  to  health  and 
commerce ;  and  his,  doubtlefs,  a  much  lefs 
evil  even  in  the  abovefaid  circumftance,  than 
if  fuch  places  to  leeward  of  marfhes  were 
exceedingly  fcorched,  and  their  atmofpheres 
rendered  foul  and  highly  noxious  in  con¬ 
ic  queue  e  of  perpetual  diurnal  calms. 

T  ii  e  no&urnal  land-breeze  comes  cool 
from  the  woods,  and  high  inlands :  and  is 
fraught  with  denfe  vapours,  and  other  un- 
whoifome  effluvia,  from  marines,  animals, 
putrid  fubflances,  vegetables,  and  minerals  ; 
producing  hidden  and  dangerous  effe<5fs  in 
perfons  who  lye  much  •  expofed  thereto ; 
both  by  its  extreme  coolnefs,  in  comparifon 
with  fultry  heat  in  the  day-time,  and  by  the 
abundant  humid  and  other  noxious  effluvia 
it  carries  along  with  it :  And  as  both  thefe 
caufes  diminifh  as  this  breeze  recedes  from 
the  land,  the  places  it  gently  fans  after 
blowing  over  a  great  harbour,  or  inlet  of 
the  fea,  as  at  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  will  be 

very 
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very  little  influenced  by  thofe  caufes  of 
indifpofition.  The  fame  holds  true  with 
regard  to  fliips  that  lye  above  a  mile  from 
the  fhore.  But  as  the  land-breeze  alfo, 
doubtlefs,  carries  with  it  fome  falutary  par¬ 
ticles,  chiefly  from  acid  fruits,  and  aromatic 
vegetables,  and  is  infinitely  preferable  to  a 
warm,  moifl,  foul,  ftagnant  air,  particularly 
in  low  unhealthful  land  ;  and  is  of  Angular 
fervice  to  navigation  and  commerce  ;  fo  its 
good  effects  do  over-balance  the  bad  ones 
which  necelfarily  attend  it. 

i 

The  nofturnal  air  at  fea,  without  the 
reach  of  the  land-breeze,  or  in  the  fkirts  of 
it,  being  pure  as  the  diurnal  fea-breeze,  and 
only  a  little  moifter ;  and  the  difference 
betwixt  the  heat  of  the  air  in  the  day-time, 
and  its  coolnefs  in  the  night,  being  much 
lefs  at  fea  than  a-fliore,  mariners  feldom  fuf- 
fer  any  injury  by  fleeping  between  decks; 
with  the  ports  open,  or  even  upon  the  upper 
deck,  in  the  night,  at  fea,  or  lying  in  a  bay, 
or  large  harbour,  at  a  good  diftance  from 
the  ftioreo 
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Dry  fandy,  or  gravelly  ground,  conti¬ 
guous  to  the  fea-ftiore,  if  remote  from 
marfhes  and  mountains,  and  pretty  clear  of 
wood,  is  very  falubrious,  efpecially  if  the 
under-ground  water  lies  not  very  near  the 
furface  ;  the  few  noxious  vapours  that  may 
thence  be  ralfed  by  the  intenfe  folar  heat 
being  quickly  difperfed,  and  carried  off  by 
the  fea  and  land-breezes.  In  fuch  places, 
a  long  courfe  of  dry  weather  will  have  no^ 
bad  effeCt,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  be 
falubrious ;  becaufe  their  atmofpheres  wiil 
be  rendered  temperate  by  the  fea-breeze, 
which  carries  with  it  a  falutary  degree  of 
pure  moifture,  impregnated  with  fome  par- 
tides  of  fea-falt,  which  are  raifed  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  a  confiderable  diftance  by  the 
brifk  fea  winds.  Neither  will  a  long  courfe 
of  rainy  weather  be  productive  of  much 
indifpofition  at  fuch  places ;  becaufe  the 
the  moifture  which  thence  refults  is  lefs 
apt  to  putrify  in  fandy,  than  in  fat  clayey 
grounds ;  and  it  never  lies  long  on  the  for¬ 
mer,  but  is  fobn  carried  off  by  abforption 
and  exhalation.  Yet  while  the  rains  con¬ 
tinue, 


/ 
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tinue,  and  till  the  ground  is  quite  dry,  the 
great  moifture  of  the  air,  in  concurrence 
with  the  folar  heat,  will  relax  the  habit,  and 
create  a  tendency  to  remitting,  and  Inter¬ 
mitting  fevers,  and  fluxes ;  which,  however, 
as  they  refult,  in  this  cafe,  from  pure  moi¬ 
fture,  will  be  lefs  obftinate  and  fatal  than 
fuch  as  are  generated  in  mod  other  places, 
at  leaft  in  thofe  to  leeward  of  marflies. 
Thefe  fa<fts  were  fufficiently  verified  at  Port- 
Royal,  and  New-Greenwlch,  in  the  former 
war.  Rut  fandy  ground,  in  the  aforefaid 
circumftance,  is  never  fubjeft  to  much  rain, 
provided  it  lies  remote  from  the  continent* 

L'  ■  *  ?  »  •  »*>  ,;*V  i‘'<  •  ,  f  •  r  ■  ■ 
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I  N  Inch  falubrious  places,  the  other  ge¬ 
neral  outward  caufes  of  indifpofition  are  the 
following.  1.  A  long  calm,  fuch  as  fome- 
times  happens  after  a  hurricane.  2.  The 
morning  and  evening  calms.  3.  The  faint 
and  often  intermitting  breezes  peculiar  to 
the  month  of  Auguft.  4.  The  chill  North 
winds  that  often  blow  in  the  winter 
months,  fupplanting  both  the  quotidian  fea 
and  land  breezes.  5.  The  daily  transitions 
from  the  fultry  diurnal  heat  to  the  coolnefs 

of 
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of  the  air  at  nights,  after  the  commencing 
of  the  land-breeze.  But,  as  fuch  healthful 
places  are  not  (object  to  noxious  effluvia, 
the  difeafes  produced  by  thefe  caufes,  in 
fuch  places,  will  not  often,  at  leaft  in  na¬ 
tives,  and  feafoned  Europeans,  have  a  great 
degree  of  malignity  ;  efpecially  if  the  falu- 
brious  place  is  not  only  circumftanced  as 
above-mentioned,  but  is  fo  fituate  as  to  be 
but  gently  fanned  by  the  land-breeze  after 
blowing  over  an  inlet  of  the  fea,  as  at  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica  (a J  ;  which  very  much 
Ieffens  the  difference  betwixt  the  diurnal 
heat  and  cooinefs  of  the  night,  and  confe- 
quently  exempts  it  from  the  principal  caufe 

of 


(a)  T  h  o’  the  land-breeze  feldom  reaches  above  one 
league  from  the  coaft,  yet  it  is  continued,  at  Port-Royal, 
to  double;  that  diftance ;  blowing  to  that  place,  from 
the  New- Greenwich  Shore,  over  fix  miles  of  the  fea  in  the 
harbour.  That  breeze  is  here  attracted  chiefly  by  the 
rarefaction  of  the  lower  air  of  the  neck  of  Land  upon 
which  Port-Royal  is  fituate,  in  confequence  of  the  ac¬ 
quired  heat  of  the  dry  fandy  ground,  which  it  retains 
for  fome  hours  after  fun-fet.  This  circumftance  fhould 
feem  to  be  a  confirmation  of  our  theory  of  the  land* 

4 

breeze. 
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of  dangerous  remitting  and  intermitting 
bilious  fevers. 

Hi  g  h  Inland  valleys  fubjeCt  to  wet 
Nocturnal  fogs  are,  notwithftanding,  pretty 
healthful,  provided  the  ground  is  dry,  and 
not  very  woody  ;  becaufe  the  relaxing. ef¬ 
fects  of  the  noclurnal  moifture  is  in  fome 
meafure  counteracted  by  the  cooinefs  of  the 
air  peculiar  to  fuch  places. 

Healthy  perfons  have  a  more  corn 
ftant  and  uniform  flow  of  good  fpirits  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  than  in  Great-Britain ; 
efpecially  after  being  feafoned  to  the  hot 
climates ;  and  they  feidom  become  faint  and 
low-fpirited,  from  the  fultry  heat,  (except 
fometimes  in  the  morning  calm,  when  the 
fea-breeze  fets  in  later  than  ufual) ;  becaufe 
the  lower  air,  at  leaft  in  falubrious  places, 
is  commonly  dry,  pure,  heavy,  and  claftic ; 
and  the  perfpiration  is  conftantly  free,  copi¬ 
ous,  and  nearly  uniform,  in  the  days'  and 
nights,  throughout  the  year  ;  except  in  per- 
ions  who,  in  aguifti  places,  are  contract¬ 
ing  intermittents.  Healthy  Europeans  ge~ 

C  neraily 
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rrerally  eat  as  much  frelh  animal  food,  and 
have  as  quick  a  digefrlon,  in  healthy  places 
in  the  Torrid  Zone,  as  in  temperate  cli¬ 
mates-  ;  the  body,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
expence  of  juices,  by  perfpiration,  in  hot 
climates,  requiring  a  copious  fupply  of  non- 
rifliment. 

Several  particulars  relating  to  the  fub- 
ject  of  this  effay  are  inferred  in  two  for¬ 
mer  publications  (bi  c ),  wherefore  I  fliall 
here  omit  them.  It  is,  however,  proper, 
before  proceeding  to  the  defcription  of  the 
Wefl-Indiari  Bilious  Fever,  to  give  a  genera! 
idea  of  the  common  outward  predifpofing 
caufe  of  that  malignant  difeafe. 

I  have  obfervecl  in  .a  former  work  (dj 
that  the  bilious  dilpofidon  is  mod:  preval¬ 
ent, 


(b j  Bis  set  on  the  Scurvy. 

( cj  Candid  and  latisfactory  anfwers  to  the  feveral 
C-riticifms  of  the  Critical  Reviewers,  on  ail  Effay  on  the 
Medical  Conftitution  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 


( d j  Effay  on  the  Medical  Gonffitution  of  Great* 
Britain?  See. 
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ent,  and  the  true  inflammatory  leaft  fo,  in 
the  end  of  July,  and  in  AugufF,  in  Great- 
Britain ;  particularly  when  the  weather  in 
that  period  is  dry  and  fultry,  with  fouther- 
ly  and  wefterly  winds ;  and  that  the  blood* 
in  general,  is  then  thinner,  and  more  rare¬ 
fied,  and  lefs  apt  to  become  fizy,  than  at 
any  other  time  in  the  year.  Now  the  re- 
ceffion  of  the  true  inflammatory  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  increafe  of  the  bilious,  do  ne- 
ceffarily  take  place,  in  a  much  greater  de¬ 
gree,  in  confequence  of  the  great  tranfltion 
from  a  cold,  or  temperate  air,  to  the  heat 
of  a  vertical  fun ;  by  which  the  folids  are 
greatly  relaxed,  and  the  blood  becomes 
highly  rarefied,  and  fpecificaily  lighter. 
Hence  it  is,  that  Europeans,  in  the  W eft- 
Indies,  more  efpecially  Inch  of  them  as  live 
on  fhip-board,  (where  the  difference  be¬ 
twixt  the  heat  of  the  days  and  coolnefs  of 
the  nights  is  lefs  than  on  fhore)  are  in  a 
great  meafure  exempt  from  the  inflammatory 
diathefis ;  and  that  Britifh  ftrangers,  in  the 
Torrid  Zone,  are  very  fubject  to  obftinate 
and  fatal  bilious  fevers.  Indeed  the  bi¬ 
lious  difpofition  is  fo  prevalent;in  fuch  ftran- 

gers* 
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gers,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  that  if  a  fever  at¬ 
tacks  them  from  any  adequate  caufe  what^ 
ever,  it  will  generally  affume  the  form  of  a 
true  malignant  bilious  fever,  or  of  a  dy (en¬ 
teric  bilious  fever. 


IV.  Of  the  West-Indian  Bilious 

Fever. 

HAVING  had  the  beft  opportunities, 
during  the  firft  four  years  of  the 
former  war,  of  being  thoroughly  conven¬ 
ient  with  the  bilious  fever,  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  following 
narrative  of  it,  which  is  extra<fted  from  a 
great  number  of  accurate  hiftories  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Patients,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
the  public. 

The  ardent  bilious  or  yellow  fever, 
incident  to  unfeafoned  Europeans,  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  begins  and  proceeds  in  the 
following  manner.  Frequently,  for  fome 
days  before  the  onfet  of  the  fever,  particu¬ 
larly  when  it  is  not  excited  by  fome  great 

ex- 
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excefs,  or  irregularity  in  living,  the  party 
is  heavy,  inactive,  and  low-fpirited ;  his 
fleeps  are  unfound 3  he  has  a  palled  appe¬ 
tite,  joined  with  a  fenfe  of  load  and  oppref- 
iion  at  the  flomach  3  his  face  is  paler,  and 
he  fweats  lefs  freely  than  ufual 3  the  prick¬ 
ly  heat  difappears,  or  is  fleeting  and  impel- 
feci 3  and  fome times  he  complains  of  wan¬ 
dering  pains,  or  pain  in  the  loins,  or  a  flight 
head-ach.  At  length  he  is  feized  with  a 
fenfe  of  chillynefs,  which  foon  gives  place 
to  an  ardent  fever,  attended  with  burning 
heat,  which  is  commonly  molt  intenfe  in 
the  fore-head,  and  at  the  prascordia 3  a  dry 
parched  fkin  3  a  pretty  full,  quick,  fome- 
what  tenfe,  and  pretty  equal  pulfe  3  a  fiufli- 
ed  countenance 3  rednefs  of  the  white  of 
the  eyes ;  a  violent  head-ach  3  pain  in  the 
loins 3  flying  pains,  or  a  fenfe  of  forenefs 
all  over  3  ficknefs,  or  great  oppreflion,  or 
anxiety  at  the  prscordia ;  great  third  3  co» 
ftivenefs 3  high-colour’  d  tranfparent  urine  3 
frequent  jactation  3  and  watching,  or  tur¬ 
bulent  and  unrefrefhing  {lumbers :  The 

O 

tongue  is  covered  with  a  clammy  moifture, 
and  feldom  much  difcoloured,  or  only  a  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  whitifh  in  its  middle  portion  ;  and  the 
refpiration  is  commonly  a  little  accelerated^ 
but  generally  pretty  free* 

M  ost  commonly  foon  or  late  before 
the  end  of  the  firft  day  of  this  vehement  fe¬ 
ver,  and  fometimes  foon  after  the  acceffion 
of  the  antecedent  chillynefs,  a  naufea  comes 
on,  with  extreme  ficknefs,  which  foon 
induces  violent  and  long-continued  retch¬ 
ing,  and  a  copious  ejection  of  green  bile. 
This  vehement  vomiting  generally  recurs  at 
Hi  or  t  intervals,  and  an  incredible  quantity 
of  bile  is  fometimes  thrown  up  in  a  few 
hours  ;  and  fometimes,  but  feldom,  it  is 
voided  by  ftooh  The  patient  s  thirft  is  now 
unquenchable;  and  whatever  he  drinks  is 
almoft  inllantly  thrown  up. 

Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  the  vomiting, 
if  frequent  and  violent,  the  patient  becomes 
at  once  feeble  and  low-fpirited ;  the  febril 
beat  grows  more  moderate,  and  the  tongue 
fomewhat  moifter.  The  pulfe  is  often 
fmall  and  irregular  during  each  fit  of  vomit- 
ting,  and  for  a  ihort  time  after ;  but,  in  the 

in- 
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intervals  of  vomiting,  it  is  often  pretty  full 
and  equal,  but  weaker,  loiter,  and  lefs  quick 
than  it  was  during  the  firft,  or  ardent  ftage 
of  the  fever.  The  urine  thickens,  and  left 
fens  in  quantity ;  the  great  anxiety  at  the 
prrecordia,  and  confequent  jadation  are  of¬ 
ten  inceffant,  and  fometimes  the  anxiety  a- 
bates  or  remits  after  each  fit  of  vomiting. 
In  feme  few  cafes,  in  the  firft  ftage,  or  fcon 
after  the  vomiting  begins,  the  patient  is 
feized  with  a  profufe  hemorrhage  from  the 
nofe  or  fuces,  often  joined  with  a  phrenzy. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  third  day, 
the  flight  ophthalmia,  or  rednefs  of  the 
conj undive  tunic  of  the  eyes  commonly 
difappears,  and  is  fucceeded  by  a  yellowifli 
tinge  of  that  tunic  ;  the  head-ach  at  the 
fame  time  ceafes,  or  abates,  and  the  face 
grows  pale,  or  a  little  yellowifli.  The  {kin 
is  commonly  ftill  dry  and  parched ;  yet 
now  fometimes  a  clammy  fweat  or  moifture 
is  forced  by  the  vehement  and  frequent 
retching,  which,  however,  gives  no  relief 
to  the  patient.  The  vomiting  continues ; 
the  fever  finks ;  the  ftrength  decreafes ;  the 

tongue 
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tongue  again  becomes  lefs  moift,  or  fame- 
what  dry,  and  brownifh  in  its  middle ) 
there  is  fometimes  a  fenfe  of  great  heat  at 
the  ftomach  and  prascordia ;  the  urine  grows 
thicker,  and  of  a  darker  red,  and  fometimes 
appears  as  if  it  were  tinged  with  blood ; 
but  the  refpiration  is  yet  generally  pretty 

free. 

\ 

O  N  the  fourth  day  the  white  of  the 
eyes  reflects  a  pretty  deep,  and  the  fkin  a 
light  yellowifh  hue;  the  urine  is  of  a  dark 
red  inclining  to  yellow,  and  fometimes 
tinges  linen  yellowifh  ;  and  the  face  is  of  a 
pale,  or  dun  yellowifh  hue,  with  a  dejeft- 
ed  afpeft ;  the  febril  heat  ceafes,  or  Is  much 
deereafed  at  the  praecordia,  and  the  native 
heat  is  remifs  In  the  extremities ;  yet  the 
pulfe  Is  flill  often  pretty  full  and  equal  in 
the  Intervals  of  vomiting,  and  the  patient, 
in  thefe  intervals,  has  fometimes  no  fort  of 
complaint.  He  commonly  (till  vomits  e- 
very  thing  he  ingefts,  but  not  much  bile, 
which  is  now  oftener  voided  -  by  ftooL 
The  epigaftrium,  and  right  and  left  hypo¬ 
chondria,  but  moil  commonly  the  firft  and 

feeond 
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fecond  of  thefe  regions,  do  now,  for  the 
moft  part,  become  tenfe,  a  little  tumefied, 
and  affected  with  fome  pain,  which  is  moft 
acute  when  the  patient  vomits,  or  when  the 
epigaftrium  is  preffed  with  a  finger,  which 
feels  tenfe  and  elaftic,  not  hard :  This 
fymptom,  which  is  commonly  alfo  attended 
with  a  fenfe  of  great  inward  heat,  accedes 
fooner  or  later  according  as  the  vomiting 
is  more  or  lefs  violent  and  frequent,  and 
more  readily  happens,  and  is  worfe  with  a 
coftive  than  loofe  belly.  It  is  an  effect  of 
the  vomiting,  and  very  rarely  or  never  hap¬ 
pens  till  the  vomiting  has  continued  fome 
time, 

V 

I N  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  or  on  the 
fifth,  thin  black  blood,  in  many  cafes,  begins 
to  ooze  from  the  gums,  or  from  the  falival 
du<fts,  and  fometimes,  but  feldom,  blood  is 
vomited,  or  voided  downwards ;  that  which, 
is  voided  by  ftool  being  moftly  coagulated, 
if  copious  from  a  ruptured  velTel.  If  the 
patient  has  been  bliftered,  the  excoriated 
portion  of  the  fkin  now  alfo  begins  to  dis¬ 
charge  fome  thin  black  blood ;  and  the 

D  fymp- 
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fymptomatic  jaundice  increafes  a-pace.  The 
tongue  is  now  dry,  and  of  a  dark-brown 
or  footy  colour,  at  lead  in  its  middle  por¬ 
tion,  chiefly  from  the  oozing  blood ;  the 
drought  is  greatly  decrealed,  or  the  patient 
drinks  not  in  proportion  to  his  apparent 
third: ;  and  the  pulfe  is  weak,  foft,  fmall, 
and  unequal ;  he  grows  demure,  and  feems 
at  times  infenfible,  or  is  inattentive  to  que- 
ftions  that  are  alked  him,  and  has  a  heavy 
conf  ufed  afpecl,  fometimes  like  one  that  is 
drunk.  The  native  heat  is  much  decreafed  ; 
the  fkiri  is  now  fometimes  bedewed  with  a 
clammy  moifture,  at  leaft  on  the  trunk  of 
the  body ;  and  the  urine  is  thick  and  fcan- 
tv,  and  of  a  dark  muddy  bilious  colour,  and 
ftairis  writing  paper  yellow. 

At  length  the  pulfe  becomes  exceeding 
fm all,  weak,  and  unequal ;  a  hickup  fome¬ 
times  comes  on,  and  fometimes  a  flatting, 
or  trembling  of  the  body,  or  of  the  limbs, 
mufcles,  or  tendons ;  the  vomiting  and 
third,  and  the  pain  in  the  epigaftrium  and 
hypochondria  ceafe  ;  the  urine  and  ftools 
are  voided  infenfibly  in  bed ;  and  the  pa¬ 
tient. 
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tient,  hitherto  fleeplefs,  reftlefs,  and  for  the 
moft  part  pretty  fenfible,  becomes  comatofe, 
with  cold  extremities,  and  cold  clammy 
fweats,  and  a  very  fmall  pulfe  :  Sometimes 
the  pulfe,  and  the  native  heat  of  the  trunk 
of  the  body  increafe  a  little  under  the  coma, 
which  foon  terminates  in  a  Spurious  apo¬ 
plexy,  under  which  the  patient  lies  fupine, 
with  his  arms  and  legs  extended,  cold  and 
motionlefs ;  and  with  an  exceeding  fmall 
and  fcarce  fenfible  pulfe,  laborious  fterto- 
rous  refpiration  performed  with  a  wide  open 
mouth,  great  and  unufual  motion  of  the 
cheft,  and  of  the  als  of  the  noftrils,  and  a 
tremulous  convulfive  motion  in  the  epiga- 
itrium  ;  and  generally  about  the  fixth  hour 
of  this  fpurious  apoplexy,  and  in  the  end 
of  the  fifth  day,  or  on  the  fixth  froth  the 
beginning  of  the  fever,  the  patient  ex¬ 
pires. 

Sometimes  the  fpurious  and  fatal 
apoplexy  invades  without  any  antecedent 
coma ;  fometimes  it  is  preceded  by  a  deli¬ 
rium  ;  and  fometimes,  but  feldom,  by  a 
phrenzy  ;  at  other  times,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently 


\ 
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quently  in  the  fecond  fpecies  of  the  bilious 
fever,  it  fupervenes  a  fhort  remiflion  of  the 
fever;  and  in  a  few  cafes  the  patient  is  car¬ 
ried  off  by  an  unexpected  fyncope. 

When  the  fever  exceeds  the  fifth  day, 
it  has  commonly  quotidian  exacerbations 
and  remiffions,  the  former  being  ufually 
noCturnal :  But  when  it  deftroys  the  pa¬ 
tient  before  the  fifth  day,  the  exacerbations 
and  remiffions  are  feldom  manifeft,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  patient  vomits  whatever  he 
ingefts :  And  when  the  difeafe  is  foon  fatal, 
the  febril  heat  often  continues  till  the  accef- 

fion  of  the  fpurious  apoplexy. 

* 

T  h  o’  this  is  the  molt  common  courfe 
and  duration  of  the  ardent  bilious  fever, 
when  fatal,  yet  it  often  varies  in  different 
perfons,  chiefly  in  the  duration,  and  times 
of  acceffion  of  the  feveral  forementioned 
principal  fymptoms :  For  it  fometimes  runs 
through  its  feveral  fiages,  and  proves  fatal 
in  one,  two,  three  or  four  days  ;  and  in  one 
cafe  that  fell  under  my  obfervation,  it  de~ 

ftoy- 
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patient 


It 


is  often,  under  particular  circumftances,  very 
fatal,  carrying  off  four  or  five  in  feven  whom 
it  attacks  ;  and  fometimes,  but  feldom,  it 
is  fo  favourable  as  to  carry  off  only  one 
patient  in  five  or  fix. 

Were  this  difeafe  to  be  divided  into 
ftages,  according  to  the  remarkable  and  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances  it  affumes  at  different 


times 


(e )  I  n  Auguft,  1742,  A  carpenter  belonging  to  the 
Kent  man  of  war,  then  lying  in  Port  Royal  harbour,  be¬ 
ing  very  much  heated  by  working  hard  on  a  fhip’s  fide 
and  expofed  to  the  fun  in  the  morning  calm,  drank  about 
three  pints  of  cold  water  ;  upon  which  he  inftantly  be¬ 
came  dull,  feeble,  and  ftupid,  and  foon  after  apopledtic. 
The  apoplexy  was  attended  with  laborious  refpiration* 
a  rapid  and  pretty  full  and  tenfe  but  fomewhat  unequal 
pulfe,  and  a  tremulous  motion  of  the  whole  body,  but 
chiefly  of  the  mufcles  of  the  cheft,  arms  and  fnouiders. 
He  had  a  flufhed  countenance,  with  rednefs  of  the  white 
of  the  eyes,  and  an  exceeding  hot  and  dry  fkin  ;  but  the 
heat  was  moflintenfe  in  the  bread  and  forehead.  Thus 
he  remained  till  the  fourth  hour,  when  the  abdomen  be¬ 
gan  to  fwell  apace,  and  much  green  fetid  bile  was  void* 
ed  by  ftool.  Then  the  tremulous  motion  began  to  abate; 
the  pulfe  became  fmalier,  weaker  and  more  unequal  j 
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times  in  its  progrefs,  we  might  therein  enu- 
merate  feven;  viz.  i.  From  the  commen¬ 
cing  of  the  antecedent  flight  indifpofition  to 
the  receflion  of  the  chillynefs.  2.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  ardent  fever  to  the  ac- 
cefllon  of  the  vomiting,  or  to  the  decreafe 
of  the  febril  heat.  3.  From  thence  to  the 
invafion  of  the  fymptomatic  jaundice,  and 
the  recefs  of  the  head-ach,  and  flight  ophth- 
almy.  4,  From  thence  to  the  approach  of 
the  fymptomatic  oozing  of  blood,  and  final 
extin&ion  of  the  febril  heat.  5.  From 
thence  to  the  accefllon  of  the  coma,  and 

de- 


fome  faint  vibices  began  to  appear  on  the  {kin,  which 
was  {till  dry  and  hot ;  the  patient  vomited  about  a  quart 
of  water  and  ferous  humour  ;  a  fpurious  apoplexy  com¬ 
menced,  with  an  exceeding  fmall,  weak  and  unequal 
pulfe  ;  and  in  the  feventh  hour  from  the  attack  of  this 
moft  acute  difeafe  the  patient  expired.  It  was  remark¬ 
able,  in  this  cafe,  that  a  great  degree  of  heat  was  re¬ 
tained  in  the  thorax,  and  the  epigaftrium  and  hypochon¬ 
dria,  chiefly  on  the  left  fide,  above  an  hour  after  death  ; 
and  the  trunk  continued  warm  for  fome  hours  after  that. 
This  body  became  very  livid,  chiefly  in  its  moft  depend¬ 
ing  parts,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  cool.  The  blood  which 
was  drawn  off  at  the  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  to  the  amount 
of  eight  ounces,  was  florid,  wdth  a  fomewhat  lax  coa-’ 
gulum,  and  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  ferum. 
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decreafe  of  the  native  heat.  6.  From  this 
to  the  attack  of  the  fpurious  apoplexy* 
7.  From  thence  to  the  article  of  death. 

1 

It  is  mod  commonly  in  this  ardent 
fpecies  of  the  bilious  fever  that  coffee- 
ground-like  humour  is  vomited,  tho’  it  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  narrative* 
becaufe  it  is  an  extraordinary  fymptom, 
fcarce  happening  to  one  patient  in  fifteen 
who  die  of  the  bilious  fever.  It  confifts  of 
a  multitude  of  fmall  particles  refembling 
coffee-grounds,  blended  with  a  chocolate- 
coloured  humour.  This  humour  is  vo¬ 
mited  generally  about  feventeen  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  article  of  death  ;  and  is  mod:  pro¬ 
bably  produced  by  00  zing  blood  blended 
with  fome  vitiated  gaftric  juices,  which  re¬ 
main  in  the  ftomach  till  they  acquire  the 
abovefaid  afpeff. 

I  have  blooded  a  great  many  patients 
in  the  beginning  of  the  ardent  bilious  fever. 
The  coagulum  is  always  florid  and  uniform 
a~top,  and  fometimes  pretty  firm,  but  for 

the 
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the  mo  ft  part  of  a  fomewhat  foft  or  lax  com 
fiftency,  and  always  yields  a  very  fmall  pro¬ 
portion  of  ferum.  The  ferum  is  at  firft  of 
a  light  red  colour,  and,  after  (landing  fome 
time,  it  depofites  a  multitude  of  very  fmall 
Ted  globules,  refembling  vermilion,  and 

O  O  ' 

then  becomes  yellowiih. 

j 

T  n  E  body,  immediately  after  death, 
becomes  livid,  or  purple,  or  is  marked  with 
large  purple  or  livid  blotches ;  and  thefe 
vibices  are  generally  mod  prevalent  in  the 
mod  depending  parts  of  the  body ;  and 
fomtimes,  but  very  feldom,  fome  faint  vibi¬ 
ces  appear  a  little  before  death. 

The  fooner  the  difeafe  proves  fatal,  the 
more  intenfely  livid  or  purple,  and  exten- 
five,  generally  are  the  vibices,  and  the  more 
light  the  Jaundice  ;  at  lead  with  regard  to 
the  latter. 

The  fooner  the  jaundice  and  oozing 
of  blood  commence,  the  greater  is  the 
danger,  and  generally  on  the  contrary : 
And  if  thefe  fird  accede  on  even  days,  the 

event  is  dill  more  likely  to  be  unprofperous. 

I  F 
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I  f  the  fever  ceales,  or  remits,  together 
with  the  moft  urgent  fymptoms,  without  a 
moift  fkin,  or  any  other  fign  of  a  preient,  or 
an  approaching  falutary  crifis ;  the  patient 
being  heavy  and  low-fpirited,  with  a  pale 
countenance,  but  without  any  complaint ; 
this  flattering  truce  is  greatly  to  be  dreaded, 
elpecially  if  it  happens  on  the  fourth  day, 
even  tho'  the  pulfe  be  feemingly  pretty 
good,  and  tho’  the  patient  Ihould  eat  with  a 
feeming  appetite,  fince  the  next  paroxyfm, 
or  exacerbation,  commonly  perfonates  a  Ipu- 
rious  and  fpeedily  fatal  apoplexy. 

B  u  t  if  the  patient  has  few  or  no  fpon- 
taneous  loofe  flools,  and  vomits  not,  or  on¬ 
ly  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  nor  has 
any  confiderable  anxiety  at  the  prsecordia ; 
and  the  fever  proceeds  with  a  pretty  full, 
equal,  free,  and  not  very  quick  pulfe  ;  and 
the  yellowmefs  is  fcarce  confpicuous  before 
the  fcventh  day,  the  difeafe  will  then  gene¬ 
rally  be  free  from  danger :  And  if,  on  the 
feventh  day,  the  patient  has  a  moift  fkin, 
with  fome  loofe  bilious  ftools,  and  a  fmooth; 

E  com- 
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compact  and  fcanty  whitifh  or  yellowifh  fe- 
diment  in  the  urine,  the  difeafe  will  then  at 
once  terminate  by  the  mod  perfect  falutary 
crifis ;  provided  the  patient  breathes  a  whol- 
fome  unaguifh  air.  But  if  the  patient’s  fkin, 
after  the  accefljon  of  the  critical  jaundice 
on  the  feventh  day,  continues  dry,  and  he 
has  no  gentle  bilious  diarrhoea,  and  the  urine 
is  high-coloured  and  bilious,  without  a  fedi- 

ment,  he  is  fometimes  relieved  by  a  fpitting 
of  thin  black  blood,  which  oozes  from  the 
gums  by  tranfcolation,  and  is  alfo  partly 
tranfmitted  by  the  falival  and  mucous  emif- 
faries.  In  this  cafe,  the  patient  grows  ex¬ 
ceeding  yellow  in  the  courfe  of  the  bleed¬ 
ing,  the  fkin  being  dill  dry  :  At  the  fame 
time  alfo  a  thin  black  blood  oozes  from  any 
portion  of  the  fkin  that  has  been  blidered 
during  the  fever,  after  which  it  ulcerates, 
and  yields  an  abundant  purulent  difcharge, 
which,  in  this  cafe,  is  very  ferviceable ;  and 
the  patient  remains  a  long  time  in  a  conva- 
lefcent  date.  But  if  the  patient  in  the  cir- 
cumdances  lad  mentioned,  has  little  or  no 
critical  oozing  of  blood,  he  is  fometimes  re¬ 
lieved  by  a  large  phlegmon,  and  its  confe- 

quent 
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quent  difcharge ;  and  fometimes  an  imper¬ 
fect  crifis  is  followed  by  a  few  gentle  quo¬ 
tidian  paroxyfms,  which,  in  dry  falubrious 
air,  foon  terminate  in  health ;  but  in  aguifti 
places,  this  difeafe  is  apt  to  degenerate  into 
a  malignant  remittent,  or  intermittent,  which 
commonly  terminate  either  in  death,  or  in 
a  cachexy  that  is  incurable,  at  lead:  in  the 
Weft-Indies* 

The  critical  jatindice  is  generally  of  a 
deeper  yellow  than  the  fymptomatic :  It  gra¬ 
dually  difappears  in  feven  or  eight  days  after 
the  crifis.  The  pain  and  tenfion  in  the  epi- 
gaftrium  and  hypochondria  do  alfo  foon  re¬ 
cede  after  a  falutary  crifis.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  a  wound  in  the  fkin,  immediately  after 
a  falutary  crifis,  if  the  party  is  yellowifti,  is 
followed  by  an  hasmorrage  of  thin  blood, 
which  is  not  eafily  reftrained ;  and  that  he  is 
not  greatly  weakened  by  a  pretty  confiderable 
lofs  of  blood  from  an  accidental  or  fponta- 
neous  hasmorrage  after  the  crifis,  the  lofs  of 
which  before  that  period,  or  after  the  ac~ 
ceffion  of  vehement  vomiting,  would  have 
^caHoned  the  utmoft  danger. 
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The  fecond  fpecies  of  the  bilious  fever 
begins  and  proceeds  nearly  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  firft  or  ardent  fort,  from  which 
it  differs  only  in  the  following  particulars. 
The  fever  is  lefs  ardent;  the 'vomiting  re¬ 
curs  at  longer  intervals,  and  fooner  ceafes ; 
wherefore  there  is  more  time  and  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  exhibition  of  medicines  in  this, 
than  in  the  ardent  and  mo  ft  acute  fpecies. 
In  this  too  there  is  a  greater  propenfity  to 
fweating,  than  in  the  firft ;  but  the  ftveats 
are  commonly  forced  by  violent  vomiting, 
and  afford  no  relief  to  the  patient ;  whence 
it  appears  how  little  we  are  to  expert  from 
the  nfe  of  fudorifics  in  this  difeafe.  This 
fever  is  fometimes  quite  low,  refembling  a 
flow  malignant  nervous  fever.  It  fometimes 
alfo  appears  in  the  form  of  a  remittent;  but 


Liiixc  v^ulJ 


fe  the  exacerbations  are  often  ve¬ 
hement  ;  and  it  is  commonly  of  longer 
duration  than  the  firft  fpecies,  being  fome¬ 
times  protraffed  to  the  fifteenth  day ; 
for  the  moll  part,  however,  it  proves 


fatal,  or  terminates  by  a  final  falutary  crifis, 
or  begins  to  deereafe  before  the  eighth  day. 
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It  is  obfervable  in  this  fpecies,  that  the 
fymptomatic  ifterus,  when  it  happens  to  be 
fupervened  by  pretty  copious  fymptomatic 
fweats,  gradually  difappears  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fweating,  but  without  giving  the  patient 
any  relief,  unlefs  its  decreafe  be  attended 
with  other  favourable  fymptoms. 


The  third  fpecies  of  the  bilious  dif- 
eafe  can  fcarce,  with  propriety,  be  termed 
a  fever.  The  patient  fometimes  vomits  bile, 
and  fometimes  he  does  not,  but  retains 
whatever  he  ingefts.  He  has  a  pale  afpeft, 
is  feeble  and  low-fpirited.  He  is  feldoni 
confined  to  his  bed,  but  often  walks  a  little 
about,  and  feems  like  one  in  a  deep  melan¬ 
choly.  The  native  heat  gradually  decreafes, 
and  the  circulation  becomes  languid,  till  the 
blood  thickens,  or  begins  to  coagulate,  up” 
on  which  the  circulation  ceafes,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  drops  down  and  inflantly  expires ;  the 
face  having  a  pale  livid  afpeft,  and  the  lips 
and  nails  growing  livid,  as  in  the  cold  fit 
of  an  ague,  fome  fhort  time  before  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  death*  Sometimes^  however,  death 
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is  preceded  by  a  ipurious  apoplexy,  as  in  the 
two  former  fpecies.  This  difeafe,  which 
feldom  occurs,  is  moft  incident  to  unfea- 
loned  Tailors,  who  become  greatly  deje&ed, 
and  almoft  melancholy,  after  being  newly 
imprefled. 

I  T  is  obferved  in  the  foregoing,  that  the 
common  outward  predifpofing  caufe  of  the 
bilious  fever  confifts  in  the  great  tranfition 
from  a  cold  or  temperate  climate  to  the 
Torrid  Zone ;  which  in  a  great  mcafure  de- 
ftroys  the  true  inflammatory  difpofition,  and 
is  productive  of  the  bilious ;  in  fo  much, 
that  any  caufe  whatever,  that  is  fufficient  to 
excite  more  or  lefs  of  a  fever,  will,  in  that 
circumftance,  give  rife  to  a  bilious  fever. 
Wherefore  unfeafoned  flrangers,  or  fuch 
Europeans  as  have  not  lived  a  }^ear  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  ill  on  Id  be  careful  to  avoid  in¬ 
temperance,  (urilefs  they  have  been  accu- 
ftorned  to  hard  drinking)  or  any  great  irre¬ 
gularity,  or  whatever  is  apt  to  excite  more 
or  lefs  of  a  fever. 

T  h  o’  the  bilious  fever  never  attacks  a 

pa- 
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patient  under  a  manifeft  muriatic  fcurvy,  yet 
thofe  who  are  under  forae  degree  of  a  fcor- 
butic  cacochymy,  at  their  arrival  in  theWeft- 
Indies,  and  convalefcents,  are  moft  fufeep- 
tive  of  this  fever,  and  of  the  moll  malig¬ 
nant,  or  infuperable  attacks  of  it :  The  pre- 
fervation  of  people  on  Ihip-board,  from  this 
fever,  will  therefore  depend  very  much  on 
the  prevention  of  the  fcurvy,  which  is  Ipe- 
cified  in  my  treatife  on  this  chronic  dif~ 
eafe  (f).  - 

This  fever  is  always  moft  univerfal 
and  fatal  among  fhip’s-crews,  and  foldiers, 
on  fhip-board ;  but  chiefly  among  the  lat¬ 
ter,  when  much  crowded  in  tranfport  fhips 
that  are  low  between  decks,  and  badly  air¬ 
ed.  The  fatality  and  univerfality  of  the  bi¬ 
lious  fever,  in  this  circumftance,  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  owing  partly  to  more  or  lefs 
of  an  antecedent  fcorbutic  taint,  but  chiefly 
to  its  being  combined  with  the  jail  fever,  or 
aggravated  by  fome  degree  of  the  proximate 

caufe 


(f)  Billet  on  the  Scurvy,  chap.  3. 
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caufe  of  the  laft  mentioned  difeafe ;  and  as 
the  fitcklynefs  of  a  numerous  fhipVcrew  in- 
creafes,  this  auxiliary  caufe  will  be  pro- 
portionably  increafed.  Wherefore  nothing 
will  be  more  conducive  towards  preferving 
the  healths  of  fhipVcrews,  and  preventing 
the  frequency  and  great  fatality  of  the  bi¬ 
lious  fever,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  than  clean- 
linefs,  both  with  refpe<ft  to  the  {hip  and 
the  company  ;  having  the  decks  high  ;  the 
company  rather  final!  in  proportion  to  the 
fize  of  the  ftiip,  or  of  the  {pace  between 
decks  that  is  inhabited  ;  and  in  having  fuch 
places  of  the  fhip  as  are  badly  aired  often 
-  ventilated,  or  corre&ing  their  air  in  fhips 
unprovided  with  a  ventilator.  In  the  Weft- 
Indies,  however,  {hips  in  general,  particular¬ 
ly  men  of  war,  are  much  better  aired  than 
in  Northern  climates,  where  the  ftormynefs, 
or  coldnefs  of  the  weather,  renders  it  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  to  keep  the  ports  {hut,  and 
often  alfo  to  cover  the  hatchways  as  clofe  as 
they  can  be  fuffered  ;  wherefore  the  out¬ 
ward  caufe  of  the  jail  fever  can  hardly  be 
generated  on  board  a  fhip  of  war,  in  the 

Weft-Indies ;  except  when  the  crew  is  fick- 
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ly,  or  fometlmes  in  the  fore-part  of  the 
lower  gun-deck  at  fea  (gj* 

Dr  Hillary  affirms,  that  he  has  difcovered 
an  infallible  method  of  curing  the  bilious 
fever;  which  confills  in  abating  the  too 
great  heat  and  violence  of  the  fever,  by- 
drawing  off  a  pretty  large  quantity  of  blood* 
then  waihing  the  ftomach  with  warm  water, 
as  is  directed  by  Riverius  in  the  Cholera 
Morbus  ;  then  giving  a  full  dofe  of  Opium 
or  Extr.  Thebaic,  to  reftrain  the  vomiting, 
and  procure  deep  ;  after  that  expelling  the 
putrid  bilious  humour,  in  the  alimentary 
tube,  by  lenient  laxatives ;  and,  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  of  purging,  refilling  the  putrid  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  juices,  by  mild  cordial  dia¬ 
phoretics  and  antifeptics ;  thefe  lall  confin¬ 
ing  almoft  wholly  of  infufions  of  Inake- 
weed  roots,  and  faffron  ;  and  of  Madeira 
wine,  elixir  of  vitriol,  and  lemon  juice,  pro¬ 
perly  diluted.  The  Doftor  made  trial  of  the 
Cortex  Peruv.  but  finding  the  patient  could 

F  ’ '  not 


(g )  See  the  introdu&iou  to  the  aforsjfaid  Treatise  m 
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not  keep  it  on  his  ftomach,  by  reafon  of  its 
difagreeable  tafte,  he  laid  afide  all  future  at  • 
tempts  to  give  it,  and  fubflituted  the  Rad. 
Serpent,  in  its  room.  u  TheDoftor  affirms, 

A  7 

a  that  this  procedure  has  been  fo  fuccefsft.il, 
u  that  but  two  patients  died,  under  his  care, 
li  in  this  fever,  during  eight  preceding  years 
in  which  he  had  treated  it  in  this  man- 
15  ner ;  the’  he  had  vifited  feveral  every 
4  4  year,  and  in  fome  years  many ;  and  one 
a  of  thefe  unfortunate  patients  was  fo  weak 
<e  (I  fuppofe  before  the  Dofior  was  confiilt- 
‘c  ed)  that  he  could  not  take  a  {boon fill  of 
any  thing ;  and  fo  near  his  end  that  he 
44  died  about  two  hours  after,  without 
taking  any  medicine ;  and  the  other  killed 
hiinfelf  by  drinking  a  gallon  of  cold  wa- 
Cs  ter,  (after  taking  half  an  ounce  of  manna 
a  in  die  morning)  which  ftruck  mch  a  cold* 
64  nefs  into  his  body,  that  he  died  (h J.” 

This  procedure,  which  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  new,  was  often  praftifed  in  the  former 

war, 
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Avar,  but  it  did  no  fervice  in  malignant  cafes. 
In  truth,  in  many  cafes  of  this  difeafe,  little 
or  no  benefit  can  accrue  from  the  ufe  of 
internal  medicines,  becaufe  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  thrown  up  almaft  as  foon  as  they  are 
taken.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  Dr 
Hillary  feems  to  have  depended  much  on 
copious  blooding ;  and  yet  he  owns  that, 
as  the  difeafe  will  only  admit  of  blooding 
on  the  firft  and  fecond  days,  he  was  feldom 
called  in  time  to  order  that  evacuation.  He 
greatly  disapproves  of  veficatories ;  yet  the 
Do&or’s  patients  almoft  all  recovered,  tho* 
they  were  often  bliftered,  before  he  was  cah 
led,  by  the  country  burgeons,  who,  he  fays, 
are  unreafonably  fond  of  bliftering  in  fe¬ 
vers,  As  the  Doftor  was  not  often  eon- 
faked  till  the  difeafe  was  much  advanced, 
lie  fhould  feern  not  to  have  had  many  op*, 
portunities  of  exhibiting  the  opium  in  due 
time:  lor,  when  the  patient  is  exceeding 
low  and  weak,  opium,  even  in  moderate 
dofes,  is  epaite  unfafe,  especially  as  there  i& 
often  a  tendency  to  a  ftupor  or  coma  in  this 
fever,  when  much  advanced.  This  learned 
Author  to  have  acquired  a  prejudice 
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again  fl  the  life  of  the  bark,  In  this  difeafe,. 
by  reafon  of  its  difagreeable  tafte  :  Yet  a  de¬ 
ception  of  coarfely- powdered  bark,  impreg¬ 
nate  with  fome  fimple  mint  water,  fweetened, 
and  lightly  acidulated,  fits  as  eafy  on  the 
ffomach  as  aim  oft  any  medicine  whatever* 
and  is  palatable  enough.  Tho’  the  bark  is 
generally  ineffectual  in  the  acute  We  ll-Indian 
remittents,  yet  I  have  given  the  decoction  of 
it,  with  obfervable  good  fuccefs,  in  fome  cafes 
of  the  fecond  fpecies  of  the  bilious  fever  ? 
that  were  protracted  to  an  uncommon  length, 
and  attended  by  a  very  (mail  degree  of  febrU 
heat,  and  with  little  or  no  vomiting  after  the 
fecond  or  third  day.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  very  few  cafes  of 
the  true  malignant  bilious  fever  fell  under 
Dr  Hillary's  obfervadon ;  the  rather  becaufe 
it  is  only  incident  to  unfeafoned  Grangers, 
or  fuch  as  have  not  reflded  one  year  in  the 
country  ;  and  is  molt  frequent  among  falters 
and  foldiers  who  are  much  crouded  on  Ihip- 
board  ;  where  it  is  often  rendered  more  uni- 
yerfal,  obflinatc  and  fatal  by  the  influence 
j©f  foul  air,  or  more  or  lefs  of  the  proxi¬ 
mate  caufe  of  the  jail-fever,  joined  with  a 
fcorbutic  taint.  D  r 
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D  r  Towne  recommends  the  cooling  or 
&ntiphlogiftic  method.  Dr  Warren  with 
great  warmth  recommends  the  contrary. 
The  former  pra&ifed  copious  blooding,  even 
in  a  greater  meafure  than  Dr  Hillary,  and 
prefcribed  Laud,  liquid.  Sydenham,  freely  in 
the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Others  af* 
firm  that  blooding  is  greatly  injurious,  and 
difapprove  of  the  ufe  of  opium  in  the  bilious 
fever.  Dr  Towne  prefcribed  Ipecacuanha* 
combined  with  three  or  four  grains  of  eme¬ 
tic  Tartar,  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  fever,  after 
bloodifig :  But  mod  phyfi clans  difapprove  of 
emetics*  and  deem  them  pernicious  in  this 
difeafe.  Some  recommend  bliftering,  and 
the  laft  mentioned  author  directs  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  compleat  fet  of  them  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  this  fever ;  by  others  they  are  deem¬ 
ed  noxious.  Many  recommend  repeated 
purging  with  lenient  cathartics ;  and  feme 
difapprove  of  them.  So  great  a  contrariety 
of  opinions,  even  amongft  eminent  phyfici- 
ans,  relative  to  every  article  of  the  curative 
procedure  in  the  Wcft-Indian  bilious  fever, 
doth  fully  evince,  not  only  the  great  un~ 
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certainty  of  the  effefts  of  medicines  in  this 
obfiinate  difeafe,  fo  far  as  they  are  condu¬ 
cive  towards  the  patient’s  recovery ,  but  alio 
that  no  procedure  or  medicine  is  yet  difco- 
Vered  that  can  be  relied  on  in  malignant 
cafes  of  it.  However,  I  purpofe,  hereafter, 
to  give  fome  obfervaticns  and  ■  remarks  re¬ 
lative  to  the  cure;  with  the  procedure  that 
appears  to  me  mofl  rational,  and  appropri¬ 
ate  to  the  principal  fymptoms  and  genius 
of  this  difeafe ;  and  with  a  more  particular 
recital  of  the  prevention;  which  are  here 
omitted,  becaufe  they  would  protract  this 
'article  to  a  greater  length  than  is  confident 
with  the  (cope  of  the  prefent  performance, 
in  wliich  I  only  intended  giving  a 'brief  nar- 
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many  particulars,  with  regard  to  the  inter¬ 
nal  caufes  and  effects  of  this  difeafe,  I  was, 
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Of  Dissections;  with  Remarks  on 
the  immediate  Ca'ujes  of  the  B  i  Li  0  u  s 
Fever, 


CASE  I. 

ON  the  26th  of  January  1 744,  a  failor, 
of  a  good  conftitution,  aged  about 

o  J  o 

25,  was  (eked,  on  board  the  Kent  man  of 
war,  then  lying  giiard-iliip  in  Fort-Royal, 
harbour,  with  an  ardent  bilious  fever.  In 
the  evening  of  the  fecond  day  of  the  diC 
cafe,  the  patient  was  carried  to  the  holpitai 
at  New-Greenwich :  Then  the  fever  was 
lefs  intenfe  ;  but  .the  head-ach,  and  Vomit* 
ing  continued  ;  the  white  of  the  eyes  had  a 
yellowi fh  tinge ;  and  his  third:  was  un¬ 
quenchable.  On  the  morning  of  die  third 
day  he  was  feized  with  a  phrenzy,  and  cried 
and  fhrieked  ;  his  nofe,  foon  alter,  began 
to  bleed,  from  the  rupture  of  a  Imall  vef- 
fel ;  die  yellcwnefs  of  the  eyes  increafed, 
and  a  faint  jaundice  difeoioured  the  Ikin. 
lei  the  twelfth  hour  of  the  phrenzy,  he  be¬ 
came 
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came  fpeechlefs,  motionlefs,  and  a  fpurious 
apoplexy  commenced ;  with  an  exceeding 
{mall  and  fcarce  fenfible  pulfe,  and  loud 
laborious  refpiration  ;  in  the  end  of  the 
fecond  hour  of  which,  and  in  the  evening 
of  the  third  day,  he  expired.  Immediately 
after  death,  his  temples,  the  lateral  and  po- 
fterior  portions  of  the  neck,  the  fldes  and 
back,  and  alrnoft  the  whole  far  face  of  the 
extremities  became  of  a  pale,  livid  hue,  in¬ 
termixed  with  purple  ;  and  fome  blood  if* 
fued  from  the  mouth  and  nofe.  The  pa¬ 
tient  had  been  impreffed  out  of  a  merchant 
fhip,  three  weeks  before  the  attack  of  this 
fever.  Next  morning,  after  his  death,  I 
opened  the  body,  and  obferved  the  follow¬ 
ing  particulars. 

1  s  r  ‘  ♦ 

The  fubcutatieous  fat  was  very  lax, 
and  of  an  orange,  or  golden  colour.  The 
omentum  was  of  a  yellowifh  green,  being 
much  tinged  with  bile.  The  ftomach, 
mefentery,  and  fmall  inteftines,  were  deeply 
tinged  with  bile.  The  liver  was  of  a  light- 
brown,  refembling  the  colour  of  a  withered 
leaf;  and  of  the  natural  fize;  and  it  difco- 

vered 
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vered  no  appearance  of  inflammation,  nei¬ 
ther  in  its  furfaee,  or  internal  fubftance. 

The  ftomac-h  contained  about  four 
ounces  of  a  muddy  dark-coloured  humour 
inclining  to  greenifh,  of  a  dark  confiftency, 
and  fomewhat  fetid  fmell.  The  duode¬ 
num,  which  was  of  a  darkifh-livid  hue  as 
if  it  had  been  mortified,  was  turgid  with  a 
fetid  bilious  humour,  nearly  refembling 
that  which  was  contained  in  the  ftomach. 
The  jejunum  contained  feme  portion  of 
the  fame  dirty  bilious  humour ;  and  its 
outward  furfaee  was  of  a  paler  livid  than 
that  of  the  duodenum,  but  it  was  rather 
darker  in  feme  fpots  than  others,  or  mark¬ 
ed  with  vibices.  In  the  extremity  of  the 
ilium,  near  the  valve  of  the  colon,  was  a  long 
round  worm.  The  ilium  was  fomewhat 
inflated;  it  only  contained  feme  mucus, 
and  was  more  faintly  livid  than  the  jeju¬ 
num.  The  great  inteftines  were  collapfed 
and  empty,  and  of  the  natural  colour ;  their 
blood-veflels.  and  thofe  of  the  mefocolon 
were  alfo  collapfed. 
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The  dark-livid  hue  of  the  duodenum 
proceeded  from  the  fame  caufe,  which  gave 
rife  to  the  vibices,  and  extenfive  lividity  at 
the  furface  of  the  body  ;  that  is,  partly  from 
ftagnant  blood  in  the  minute  capillaries,  but 
chiefly  from  blood  that  was  extravafated 
by  tranfcolatiom  For,  having  cut  out  a 
piece  of  the  duodenum,  and  having  wafhed 
it  very  well,  and  fqueezed  out  the  ftagnant 
blood,  it  then  appeared  white,  and  was 
pretty  tough,  and  free  from  any  figns  of 
a  gangrene.  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
a  fimilar  appearance  of  the  fmall  inteftines, 
from  the  fame  caufe,  has  induced  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  medical  profeffion  to  con¬ 
clude  that  they  were  actually  mortified ; 
and  that  the  bilious  fever  was  an  inflam¬ 
matory,  or  eryfipelatous  fever  ;  or  a  fever 
that  was  fo  highly  productive  of  putrefac¬ 
tion,  as  to  produce  a  putrid  mortifaCtion  of 
the  bowels,  without  any  antecedent  inflam¬ 
mation.  There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  a 
fymptomatic  eryfipelas  may  poffibly  invade 
the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  in  fome  cafes  of 
the  bilious  fever,  which  may  terminate  in  a 

mor- 
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mortification  :  But  I  believe  that  fuch  a  cafe 
is  very  extraordinary ;  and  its  attendant 
\  fymptoms  mu  ft  be  in  a  great  meafure  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thofe  of  the  bilious  fever ;  fince, 
if  the  eryfipelas  invades  the  fmall  inteftines, 
the  difeafe  will  perfonate  an  iliac  paflion  ; 
and  if  it  attacks  the  ftomach,  it  will  aflame 
the  form  of  the  cafes  of  an  inflammation  of 
the  ftomach  which  are  recited  in  the  fequeL 

The  gall-bladder  contained  about 
half  an  ounce  of  denfe  bile,  which 
ftained  writing-paper  with  a  deep  yel¬ 
low  inclining  to  greenifli.  There  was 
no  obftru<ftion  in  any  of  the  large  biliary 
du<fts;  and  the  bile,  on  comprefling  the 
gall-bladder,  was  eafily  propelled  into  the 
duodenum.  The  vena  cava  afcendens  wras 
extraordinary  large,  and  turgid  with  blood ; 
the  aorta  was  fmall  and  collapfed.  The  pe¬ 
ricardium  contained  but  very  little  moifture. 
The  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  full  of 
liquid  blood,  of  the  confiftency  of  new 
cream,  and  of  a  dark  red  colour,  which 
ftained  writing-paper  with  a  bright  and  beau- 
t  tiful  red:  It  had  no  difagreablc  frnelL  The 
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capillary  veflels  of  the  lungs  were  livid  and 
turgid  with  blood;  as  were  thofe  of  the 
*  brain  and  meninges.  Other  particulars  ^ 
were  in  a  natural  ftate. 

CASE  II. 

Serjeant  Pope,  of  the  Marines,  be-: 
longing  to  his  Majefty’s  fhip  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1744,  was 
attacked  with  a  low  bilious  fever  of  the  fe- 
cond  lpecies.  At  the  12th  hour  of  the  dif- 
eafe  he  began  to  vomit  bile;  but  the  vomit¬ 
ing  was  not  frequent,  nor  violent.  On  the 
third  day  a  faint  jaundice  appeared;  and 
the  fever  became  fo  low  as  to  be  fcarce  ma- 
nifeft,  but  without  any  favourable  fymp- 
tom  ;  he  complained  of  fome  pain  in  the 
loins,  and  in  the  epigaftrium  ;  and  was 
fleeplefs,  refHefs,  exceeding  weak,  and  low- 
foirited,  but  fenfible.  On  the  fifth  day  he 
vomited  feme  mucus,  a  little  tinged  with 
blood;  his  urine  was  denfe  and  bilious,  and 
the  yellowifh  tinge  of  the  eyes  and  fkin  was 
Increafed  ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  he  died. 
After  ceath,  extenllve  vibices  of  a  livid  co¬ 
lour. 
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lour,  inclining  to  purple,  appeared  on  the 
extremities. 

About  the  feventh  hour  after  his  death, 
I  opened  the  abdomen,  and  obferved  the 
following  particulars :  The  omentum,  which 
was  very  fat,  was  of  a  high  yellow  or  orange 
colour  ;  and  in  it  there  appeared,  near  the 
adhefion  of  its  two  united  borders  to  the 
common  ligament  of  the  duodenum  and 
colon,  feveral  fmall  hydatids,  which  con* 
tained  an  oily  tranfparent  ferum  of  an 
orange  colour,  which  run  out  when  thefe 
cells  were  punctured.  Some  of  the  fame 
fort  of  hydatids  were  alfo  to  be  feen  in  the 
fuperior  fide  of  the  mefocolon,  near  the  ad* 
hefion  of  the  colon  and  duodenum.  The 
liver  was  of  a  light-brown  colour,  but  ap¬ 
parently  found,  and  free  from  any  manifeft 
inflammation  throughout  its  fubftance.  The 
gall  bladder  contained  about  fix  drams  of  a 
denfe  ropy  bile,  which  ftained  writing-paper 
with  a  deep  green,  inclining  to  yellow ;  its 
paflage  into  the  duodenum  was  in  no  wife 
obflruded.  The  ftomach  and  inteftineS 
were  frefh,  found,  and  of  the  natural  co¬ 
lour  ; 
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lour ;  the  former  organ  was  fmall  and  con- 
traded,  and  contained  about  four  ounces  of 
a  humour  nearly  of  the  colour  and  confid- 
ency  of  boiled  fago :  The  jejunum  contain¬ 
ed,  fome  of  the  fame  fort  of  humour,  inter¬ 
mixed  with  a  black  mucus ;  and  the  ilium 
and  great  intedines  were  empty  and  col- 
lapfed.  This  patient  had  been  five  months 
in  the  country  when  this  fever  attacked 
him, 

CASE  III. 

James  Bonaidfon,  mariner,  belonging 
to  the  Thunder  Bomb-Ketch,  had  been  five 
months  in  the  Wed-Indies,  when,  on  the 
2  id  of  September,  1744,  he  was  feized  with 
a  violent  fever,  which  foon  was  fupervened 
by  great  ficknefs  and  anxiety  at  the  praecor- 
dia,  with  vehement  bilious  vomiting.  The 
fever  became  lefs  ardent  foon  after  the  vo¬ 
miting  commenced,  but  without  any  abate¬ 
ment  of  the  other  fymptoms  He  continued 
to  vomit  bile  at  times ;  his  third  was  infa- 
tiable,  and  whatever  he  drank  was  indantly 
thrown  up.  On  the  third  day  he  began  to 
complain  of  pain  in  the  epigadrium,  which 

was 
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was  fomewhat  tenfe  ;  and  on  preffing  It 
with  a  hand  the  pain  was  increafed.  On. 
the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  all  the  fymp- 
toms  had  a  more  unprofperous  afpe6t :  The 
epigaftrium,  and  the  right  and  left  hypo¬ 
chondria  were  very  tenfe,  tumefied,  and  ex- 
quifitely  pained  on  being  gently  preffed 
with  a  finger  ;  and  the  patient  complained 
of  a  burning  heat  at  the  feats  of  the  heart, 
ftomach,  and  duodenum,  attended  with 
great  ficknefs  or  anxiety  at  thefe  parts.  His 
thirft  was  fill  unquenchable ;  the  pulfe 
was  very  fmall,  weak,  rather  foft,  and  une¬ 
qual,  the  native  heat  at  the  furface  of  the 
body,  about  the  pr^cordia,  was  rather  be¬ 
low  the  natural  (iandard,  and  in  the  extre¬ 
mities  it  was  (fill  more  remifs ;  he  fcarce  e- 
ver  (lumbered,  and  was  exceeding  reftlefs, 
but  pretty  fenfible  •  his  eyes  were  yellowifh, 
but  his  (kin,  which  was  fomewhat  moift  in 
the  ciofe  of  the  difeafe,  had  only  a  very  light 
yellowilli  tinge ;  and  in  the  end  of  this  day, 
or  beginning  of  the  fixtli,  after  a  (purloins 
apoplexy  of  ffiort  continuance,  he  expired  ; 
and,  foon  after,  the  (ides  and  pofterior  parts 
of  the  trunk  and  neck,  and  the  extremities, 

be- 
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became  of  a  purple  colour.  At  the  fifth 
hour  after  his  death,  I  opened  the  body^- 
and  obferved  the  following  particulars  in 
the  abdomen  and  thorax. 

* 

The  omentum  adhered  a  little  to  the 
peritoneum,  immediately  above  the  umbi¬ 
licus.  The  peritoneum,  chiefly  in  the  epi- 
gaftrium  and  hypochondria,  the  feat  of  the 
pain  and  tenfion,  had  its  capillaries,  proba« 
bly  the  ultimate  fanguiferous  arteries,  turgid 
with  florid  blood,  as  if  they  had  been  in¬ 
jected.  The  capillary  arteries  of  the  omen¬ 
tum  were  alfo  turgid  with  blood,  as  were 
thofe  of  fome  portion  of  the  mefentery. 

Here,  then,  were  obvious  marks  of  an 
inflammation,  which  was  altogether  fymp- 
tomatic,  and  the  refult  of  vehement  vomit¬ 
ing;  and,  being  fimilar  to  an  ophthalmia,  it 
neither  terminates  in  fuppuration,  or  a  gan¬ 
grene.  When  the  difeafe  has  a  proper  ifiue, 
this  inflammation  foon  recedes ;  and  when 
the  pain  and  tenfion  in  the  epigaftrium  ceafe 
before  the  fatal  crifis,  the  inflammation  is 
fefclved  in  confequence  of  a  great  tenuity 

of 
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of  the  blood,  which  often  takes  place  in  the 
elofe  of  this  difeafe,  efpecially  when  it  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  The  flight 
ophthalmia  in  the  beginning  of  this  fever  is 
always  fpeedily  refolved  by  the  fame  caufe, 
at,  or  foon  after  the  appearance  of  the  fymp~ 
tomatic  jaundice ;  the  head-ach,  at  the  fame 
time,  commonly  ceafes  or  abates,  for  the 
fame  reafon. 

>>  •  _  _  -  . 

The  villous  coat  of  the  ftomach  had  a 

teddifh  appearance,  and  was  probably  a  little 
inflamed  under  the  difeafe,  from  the  vehe¬ 
ment  and  long  continued  retching,  and  the 
acrimony  of  the  bile  together  >  whence  the 
infant  vomiting  of  things  ingefted  ;  which, 
ilevertlielefs,  may,  and  does  often  happen 
without  any  manifeft  inflammation  of  the 
villous  or  nervous  coats  of  the  flomach. 
The  more  exterior  coats  of  that  organ  feem- 
ed  in  a  natural  fate.  Its  outward  furface 
was  much  tinged  with  bile,  which  would 
feem  to  be  difpofed,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
in  the  bilious  fever,  to  pafs  by  tranfcolation 
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thro*  the  coats  of  the  gall-bladder.  The 
duodenum  contained  fome  vifcid  bilious 
humour  of  a  dark  dirty  colour,  inclining  to 
greenifii,  which  had  a  moft  faint  and  difa- 
greeable  fmell.  The  jejunum  was  turgid 
with  the  fame  fort  of  putrid  humour  ;  the 
ilium  contained  a  fmall  portion  thereof,  and 
fome  air ;  and  the  colon  was  empty  and 
collapfed. 

The  liver  was  of  a  light-brown  colour, 
inclining  toyellowifh,  andfomewhat  larger 
than  it  is  commonly  in  a  natural  ftate  ;  but 
it  was  apparently  found  throughout  its  fub- 
ftance,  without  any  manifeft  figns  of  ob- 
ftru6tion  or  inflammation.  The  gall-bladder 
contained  about  fix  drams  of  thick  bile.  It 
fliould  feem  that  a  more  than  ordinary  pro¬ 
portion  of  blood  is  determined  to  the  liver, 
and  that  the  circulation  therein  is  much  ac¬ 
celerated  in  the  bilious  fever;  at  leaft  in  the 
fore  part  of  this  difeafe ;  which  neceffarily 
increafes  the  fecretion  of  the  bile,  which  is 
often  fo  copious  in  this  fever.  By  the  fame 

caufe 
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caufe  the  liver  may  be  increafed  in  fize? 
without  being  in  any  wife  obftru&ed  or  in¬ 
flamed;  Indeed,  was  the  liver  much  ob~ 
ftrufted,  or  impoftumated  in  the  bilious  fe¬ 
ver,  as  fome  have  affirmed,  the  fecretion  of 
the  bile  would  of  neceffity  be  diminifhed. 


The.  vena  cava  afcendens,  and  the 
emulgent  veins  were  very  large,  and  turgid 
with  blood ;  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart 
was  large,  and  filled  with  fluid  blood ;  the 
right  ventricle  was  lefs  turgid  ;  and  the  left 
auricle  and  ventricle  were  empty  and  col- 
lapfed.  The  right  auricle  had  fome  por¬ 
tions,  refembling  fat,  adhering  to  its  inward 
furface;  which,  on  defer  examination,  were 
found  to  be  membranous  cells,  containing 
a  yellow  oily  or  bilious  ferum,  which  were 
precifely  fimilar  to  thofe  already  mentioned 
in  the  cafe  of  Serjeant  Pope.  Some  of  the 
fame  fort  of  cellular  hydatids  adhered  to  the 
flefliy  columns  of  the  right  ventricle  ;  and 
I  found  a  fmall  portion  of  them  adhering  to 
the  internal  furface  of  the  left  ventricle. 
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It  is  obferved  in  the  foregoing,  that  this  pa~ 
tient  complained  of  great  heat  at  the  feat  of 
the  heart ;  and  the  abovefaid  veficles  might 
have  proceeded  from  fome  degree  of  an  e- 
ryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  inward  fur- 
faces  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles  of  the 
heart,  which  alfo  occafioned  the  laft-mem 
tioned  fymptom.  There  appeared  nothing 
elfe  remarkable  in  the  abdomen  and  thorax. 

I  put  the  blood  that  was  contained  in 
the  right  auricle  and  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  the  bile  that  was  taken  out  of  the 
gall-bladder,  and  the  tainted  bilious  hu¬ 
mour  that  was  collected  in  the  duodenum^ 
into  feparate  gaily-pots ;  thefe  I  covered 
loofely  with  paper  ;  and  placed  on  a 
fhelf  in  the  furgery  at  New  Greenwich,  in 
order  to  obferve  their  progrefs  to  putre¬ 
faction,  which  appeared  in  the  following 
manner:  The  blood,  which  was  of  a  dark 
red,  and  of  the  confiftency  of  new  cream, 
when  taken  out.of  the  heart,  formed  into  a 
lax  coagulum,  and  a  {Turned  a  bright  red  co¬ 
lour 
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lour,  foon  after  it  was  expofed  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  air.  In  two  hours  after,  a  very  fmall 
proportion  of  bloody  ferum  feparated  from 
the  craflamentum.  Atthefixth  hour,feveraI 
fmall  maggots  were  moving  on  its  furface, 
and  it  had  a  fomewhat  faintifh  fmell,  but 
was  not  fetid,  or  manifeftly  putrid.  At  the 
thirteenth  hour  from  its  being  expofed,  and 
the  eighteenth  from  the  patient's  death,  it 
had  a  difagreeable  fmell,  and  fetid  p utre* 
faftion  was  only  juft  beginning ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fultry  heat  of  the  air,  in  which 
butcher's  meat  putrifies  in  eighteen  or  twen¬ 
ty  hours  ;  and  tho’  the  fever  was  attended 
with  inftant  vomiting  of  ingefted  liquids. 
At  the  thirtieth  hour  the  proportion  of 
bloody  ferum  was  much  increafed,  and  it 
exhaled  a  fetid  fcent.  The  tainted  dark- 
coloured  bilious  humour  that  was  taken  out 
of  the  duodenum,  was  exceeding  fetid  at 
the  thirteenth  hour  from  the  time  of  its  be¬ 
ing  expofed.  The  cyftic  bile,  which  was 
of  a  denfe  confiftency,  and  deep  green,  was 
not  fenfibly  tainted  at  the  fifteenth  hour 
from  the  patient’s  death*  Tho9 
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T  H  o’  the  bile  is  remote  from  a  putrid 
Hate,  in  the  bilious  fever,  yet  it  is,  doubtlefs, 
in  a  great  meafure  vitiated,  before  its  affu- 
lion  into  the  duodenum  ;  partly  by  retained 
excrementitious  humours ;  but  chi  efly  by 
an  overproportion  of  animal  oil,  which  is 
attenuate,  and  rendered  in  fome  meafure 
acrid  or  rancid,  by  the  intenfe  foiar  heat,  and 
the  ardent  fever  together ;  and  thefkm  be¬ 
ing  dry  and  parched  under  the  difeafe,  re¬ 
tained  noxious  humours,  with  an  overpro¬ 
portion  of  juices,  are  determined  inwards, 
and  chiefly  to  the  bowels  concerned  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  bile.  But  after  the  bile  remains  a 
fhort  time  in  the  duodenum,  where  it  is 
blended  and  ferments  with  other  vitiated 
and  lefs  animalized  matter,  it  becomes  pu¬ 
trid,  excrementitious,  and  highly  noxious: 
And  in  this  highly  vitiated  and  putrid  ftate, 
fome  portion  of  it  is  abforbed  by  the  lacteal  s, 
or  partly  forced  into  thefe  abforbents,  by 
vehement  vomiting ;  and  partly  too  thro? 
the  coats  of  all  the  vefTels  by  trail fc-olation  ; 
f  and 
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aiid  thus  gives  rife  to  the  rnoft  malignant 
fpecies  of  jaundice.  Indeed  the  yellowifh 
tinge  of  the  fkin  may  fometimes  be  partly 
owing  to  the  high  orange  colour  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  fat,  in  fome  cafes  of  the  bilious  fever  > 
which,  being  rendered  thin  and  fluid,  by  the 
heat  of  the  external  air,  is  more  eafily  reaf- 
fumed  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  or  thrown 
upon  the  fkin  by  tranfcolation.  But  I  don’t 
fuppofe  that  the  yellownefs  is  ever  in  any 
degree  owing  to  a  putrid  dilfolution  of  the 
globules  of  red  blood,  as  Do<flor  Warren  a f- 
firms,  for  the  feveral  reafons  already  men¬ 
tioned. 


Besides  the  abforption  of  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  the  abovefaid  bilious  humour,  which 
is  fo  fpeedily  and  highly  vitiated  in  the  dip 
odenum  and  jejunum,  there  is  alfo,  no  doubt 
a  pretty  deal  of  pure  uncorrupted  bile  reaf- 
fumed  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  bilious  fever.  For,  in  vehement  fits 
of  vomiting,  it  will  be  forced  back  from  the 
gall-bladder,  and  large  biliary  canals,  thro" 

the 
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the  pori  bilarii,  into  the  branches  of  the  ve¬ 
na  port£  hepatica,  by  the  ftrong  compreffion 
of  the  gall-bladder,  and  of  thefe  canals,  by 
the  powerful  action  of  the  abdominal  muf- 
des  and  the  diaphragm;  the  duodenum, 
where  the  ductus  communis  cholidochus  in- 
fmuates  itfelf  between  its  coats,  being,  at  the 
fame  time,  contrafted  by  a  fpafhi,  fo  as  to 
impede  the  ingrefs  of  the  bile :  For  the  du¬ 
odenum  generally  contracts  with  the  ftomach 
in  violent  fits  of  vomiting,  whereby  its  con¬ 
tained  bile  is  thrown  moitly  upwards.  Now, 
as  the  contents  of  that  gut  is  fo  exceedingly 
?  depraved  in  the  bilious  fever,  *tis  no  wonder 
that  vomiting,  being  once  begun,  is  often 
continued,  in  this  difeafe,  till  the  patient’s 
ftrength  is  irrecoverably  weakened;  and 
that  the  villous  coat  of  the  ftomach  is  fome- 
times  inflamed,  or  excoriate  by  that  acrid 
bilious  humour.  There  is  alfo,  doubtlefs, 
fome  portion  of  pure  bile  admitted  into  the 

blood,  and  into  the  interfiles  of  the  veffels, 

*  ^  > 

by  tranfcolation,  from  the  compreflion  of 
the  aforefaid  canals,  and  the  gall-bladder, 

under 
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under  vehement  fits  of  vomiting ;  eipecially 
as  it  is  apt,  in  the  bilious  fever,  to  pafs 
thro’  the  coats  of  the  gall  bladder.  From 
what  is  laid,  the  reafon  is  obvious  why  vio¬ 
lent  bilious  vomiting,  in  whatfoever  climate 
It  happens,  doth  often  induce  more  or  lefs  of 
a  jaundice ;  provided  it  be  not  attended  with 
a  bilious  diarrhoea  $  and  that  the  bilious  vo¬ 
miting  occafioned  by  the  bite  of  a  viper  is 
Ipeedily  followed  by  a  fymptomatic  jaun¬ 
dice  ;  the  fecretion  of  the  bile,  in  fuch  cafes, 
being  always  increafed,  fo  as  to  afford  a 
greater  portion  for  regurgitation,  tranfcoia- 
tion,  and  abforption. 

The  circulation  is  promoted  in  the  liver 
by  the  powerful  aftion  of  the  diaphragm  and 
abdominal  mufcles,  and  of  the  perifialtic  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  alimentary  tube,  on  the  trunk 
and  branches  of  the  vena  portse  ven trails ; 
which,  in  effect,  is  analogous  to  the  fyiiole 
and  diaftoie  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  fecretion  of  the  bile  Is 
increafed  by  vehement  vomiting,  and  is  of¬ 
ten  fo  profufe  in  the  bilious  fever. 
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VI.  Ofervafions  and  P^efledlions  relative  to 
Putrefaction,  and  the  ConcoSion  of 
the  'peccant  Humour  in  Fevers . 

'T'  H  E  prevailing  opinion,  that  certain 
A  malignant  fevers  do  wholly  refult 
from  a  putrid  fermentation  of  the  circulat¬ 
ing  juices,  excited  by  a  putrid  ferment, fhould 
feem  not  to  be  fufficiently  afcertained :  It  is, 
however,  liable  to  unanfwerable  objections. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  fetid  fmell 
of  putrid  animal  fubfiances,  hath  given  rife 
to  malignant  fevers,  in  perfons  who  could 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  uncommon 
prediipofition  to  the  acquired  difeafe.  In 
that  cafe,  the  fever  is  excited  partly,  I  fup~ 
pofe,  by  a  particular  influence  of  the  putrid 
effluvia  on  the  olfaCIory  nerves,  or  their 
contained  fluid ,  but  chiefly  by  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  fympathy  and  antipathy :  For  his  well 
known  that  fuch  offenfive  fmell s  very  fel- 
dom  do  any  prejudice  to  perions  who  are 

ac~ 


and  Observations,  6j 

accuftomed  to  them  ;  becaufe  habit  fuppref- 
fes  the  powers  of  fympathy  and  antipathy, 
with  regard  to  the  accuftomed  fmell :  But 
if  fuch  effluvia  operated  as  a  putrid  ferment, 
fo  as  to  give  rife  to  a  fimilar  putrefaction  in 
the  animal  juices,  there  is  no  degree  of 
habit  that  could  exempt  the  human  body 
from  being  attacked  by  a  putrid  difeafe,  on 
coming  within  the  influence  of  the  effluvia 
of  any  putrid  animal  fubftance. 

.  .  >  i 

I N  difeafes  acquired  by  infection,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  fmall  pox,  and  mealies,  fome 
particles  only  of  the  juices  are  affimilated 
to  the  nature  of  the  infectious  miafmata ; 
but  were  thefe  to  operate  as  a  putrid  fer¬ 
ment,  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  would  be 
alike  diftempered ;  and,  in  this  cafe,  no  fe 
paration  of  the  peccant  humour,  or  an  erup 
tive  crifis,  could  poffibly  take  place. 

The  fetid  fmell  of  the  dejections  in  the 
dyfentery,  which  fome  attribute  to  a  putrid 
taint  of  the-  mals  of  blood,  refults  partly 

from 
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from  a  vitiated  fecretion  in  the  inteftinai 
glands ;  and  partly  from  extravafated  blood, 
which  foon  corrupts  in  the  inteftines,  after 
mixing  and  fermenting  there  with  other  vi¬ 
tiated  and  lefs  animalized  matter.  The  fe¬ 
tid  breath  in  fome  fevers  generally  proceeds 
from  a  like  caufe ;  in  the  petechial  land- 
ieurvy,  it  is  occafioned  by  the  putrefaction 
of  oozing  blood  in  the  mouth,  and  fauces^ 
and  fometimes  too  in  the  bronchia.  The 
putrid  ulcers  and  gangrenes,  that  fometimes 
happen  in  the  dyfentery,  and  fome  other 
acute  difeafes,  and  in  malignant  fcurvies,  are 
the  refult  of  local  obftrusftions,  and  i inflam¬ 
mations  ;  and  fometimes  of  ftagnant  blood 
extravafated  by  tranfcoiation.  Some  farther 
particulars  relating  to  this  fubjeCt  are  recited 
in  the  fecond  chapter  of  my  treatife  on  the 
fcurvy. 

I  t  appears,  by  the  diffeftions  exhibited 
in  the  foregoing,  that  the  blood  is  far  more 
remote  from  a  putrid  hate,  at  the  fatal  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  bilious  fever,  in  the  Weft-Indies, 

than 
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than  is  commonly  imagined ;  tho’  it  is,  no 
doubt,  in  fome  meafure,  diftempered  by  an 
extraordinary  vicinity  to  putrefaction.  But 
I  don’t  fuppofe  that  the  fever,  or  the  fata¬ 
lity  of  it,  i  depends  chiefly  on  that  del  tem¬ 
per  of  the  blood  ;  which  is  rather  an  effeCt, 
than  a  principal  caufe  of  the  difeafe :  Nor 
is  the  tenuity  of  the  blood  any  certain  fign 
of  putrefaction  in  living  bodies ;  for  the 
blood  is  often  thinner,  immediately  after  a 
falutary  crifis,  or  in  the  decreafe  of  the 
Weft-Indian  bilious  fever,  than  in  the  end 
of  the  laft  ftage  of  fatal  cafes  of  that  difeafe. 

The  great  tenuity  and  fluidity  which 
the  blood  fometimes  acquires,  particularly 
in  the  petechial  land-fcurvy,  in  fo  much  as 
to  render  it  fufceptible  of  palling  through 
the  lides  of  the  veffels,  and  of  being  trans¬ 
mitted  by  fome  emunclories,  is  the  refuit  of 
a  particular  dyfcrafy  that  is  totally  different 
from  a  putrid  fermentation ;  becaufe  this 
vital  juice,  when  fo  changed,  doth  fome¬ 
times  at  once  refume  its  former  natural  Hate, 

on 
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on  the  appearance  of  a  critical  falutary  erup¬ 
tion  ;  and,  in  the  abovefaid  land-fcurvy,  that 
dyfcrafy  is  often  foon  corrected  with  cold 
acidulated  fpring  water,  and  one  moderate 
blooding  ;  fometimes  with  the  aid  of  a  de¬ 
coction  of  the  bark,  and  of  the  roots  of  tor- 
mentil,  or  great  water-dock ;  confeftion  of 
alkermes ;  marmalade  of  Sevil  oranges ;  o- 
npeing  the  body  fomtimes  with  rhubarb  and 
cream  of  tartar ;  and  a  fuitable  diet.  Be- 
fides,  ’tis  well  known  that  coagulated  blood 
never  becomes  fenfibly  thinner,  or  of  a 
more  lax  confiftency,  in  the  open  air,  till 
it  hath  attained  an  high  degree  of  putrefac¬ 
tion,  and  is  intolerably  fetid. 

The  abovefaid  fcorbutic  dyfcrafy  of  the 
blood,  with  fpitting  of  blood,  and  livid  pete¬ 
chias,  and  fometimes  with  bloody  urine,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  induced  by  the  peccant  humour  pe¬ 
culiar  to  fome  eruption,  when  influent ;  or  by 
a  depraved  depuratiye  fermentation,  or  the 
fruitlefs  efforts  exerted  by  the  depurative  and 
effluent  faculties  to  feparate  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mour 
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mour  from  the  found  juices,  and  throw  It 
upon  the  furface  of  the  body,  in  the  form 
of  an  eruption  ;  as  I  have  obferved  in  a  for¬ 
mer  publication*  A  young  man,  aged  a- 
bout  twenty,  acquired  that  dycrafy,  with 
Ipitting  of  blood,  and  bloody  urine,  but 
without  petechia?,  In  the  eruptive  fever  of 
the  fmall  pox ;  which  protracted  that  fever, 
and  prevented  the  variolous  eruption.  It 
was  loon  corrected  by  drawing  fix  orifices 
of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  drinking  cold 
fpring  water  acidulated  with  Ipirlt  of  vitriol ; 
upon  which  the  bleedings  ceafed,  the  fmall 
pox  came  out,  and  kindly  fuppurated,  and 
the  patient  foon  recovered.  (Candid  and 
fatisfaCtory  anfwers  to  the  Critical  Re- 
viewers,  8cc.  page  25.) 

I  have  met  with  feveral  cafes  of  the 
fcorbutic  petechial  dyfcrafy,  in  the  fpring, 
from  a  retention,  In  the  habit,  of  a  fcorbu- 
tic  humour,  or  the  peccant  humour  peculiar 
to  fqme  cutaneous  eruption.  In  the  fir  ft 
ftage  of  this  difeafe,  which  may  properly 

enough 
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enough  be  termed  the  petechial  land-fenny* 
the  party,  exclufive  of  the  oozing  of  blood, 
and  the  livid  petechias,  has  no  complaint,  but 
eats,  and  fleeps  well ;  the  pulfe  is  large,  free, 
rather  foft,  and  fomewhat  quick,  and  fame- 
times  rebounding ;  the  tongue  and  infide  of 
the  mouth  are  fometimes  full  of  livid  or 
blackifh  petechias  ;  and  thofe  upon  the  fkin 
are  fometimes  elevated,  or  accompanied 
with  redifh  elevated  puftules,  with  itching. 
In  the  beginning  it  is  commonly  foon  cured, 
as  is  above-mentioned,  and  chiefly  with 
acids,  and  one  moderate  bleeding ;  but  if 
it  is  neglected,  a  fever,  with  anxiety  at  the 
prsecordia,  accedes,  which  foon  ends  in  death a 
The  fever,  in  this  cafe,  is  fymptomatic,  and 
therefore  different  from  a  true  petechial  fe¬ 
ver  ;  and  it  may  be  termed  a  petechial  fcor- 
butic  fever.  But  in  the  true  petechial  fever 
the  livid  fpots  are  fymptomatic,  and  fuper- 
vene  the  fever ;  tho’,  in  this  cafe  too,  they 
are  doubtlefs  induced  by  fome  degree  of  the 
petechial  fcorbutic  dyferafy  from  the  reten¬ 
tion  of  a  peccant  humour  which  nature  en¬ 
deavours 
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deavours  to  throw  upon  the  fkin:  Where¬ 
fore  thofe  patients  who  have  petechias  of  a 
bright  red,  or  other  florid  exanthemata,  or 
critical  boils,  or  parotids,  are  generally  ex- 
exempt  from  the  petechial  dyfcrafy,  with 

livid  fpots,  and  oozing  of  blood. 

»  .  , 

The  blood  that  is  drawn  from  the  arm, 
in  that  dyfcrafy,  forms  into  a  fomewhat  lax 
coagulum,  and  is  florid  at  the  top,  with  a 
very  fmall  proportion  of  ferum  ;  which,  in 
this-  dif temper  of  the  blood,  is  intimate¬ 
ly  blended  and  coherent  with  the  red 
globules. 

The  notion  which  at  prefent  is  fo  pre¬ 
valent,  that  putrefaction  is  the  chief  imme¬ 
diate  caufe  of  mod:  fevers,  may  foiiietimes 
miflead  young  praftifers  of  medicine,  by 
inducing  them  to  throw  in  ftrong  antif  plies 
that  may,  in  particular  circumftances,  be 
inimitable  to  the  genius,  and  degree  or 
ftate  of  the  fever.  A  regular  Ample  con¬ 
tinued  fever  has  home  analogy  with  an  un- 
xualignant  boil  that  is  haftening  to  matura- 
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don  ;  and  the  proper  drinks  and  medicines 
in  that  fever,  are  Inch  as  forward  the  con¬ 
coction  of  the  peccant  humour  ;  and  after 
the  crifls  of  the  fever,  or  as  foori'  as  it  begins 
to  decreafe,  aperients  and  abfterflves  are 
fuitable ;  and  laftly  corroborants. 

Malignant  fevers  do  alfo  depend  on 
a  peccant  humour  which  muft  be  concoCted 
in  order  to  give  the  difeafe  a  profperous 
iffue.  Wherefore  the  principal  intention  of 
cure  is  to  promote  that  natural  procefs,  or 
concoCtion  of  the  peccant  humour,  by 
fuitable  nourifliment,  drink,  and  medicines. 
It  muft,  however,  be  owned  that,  as  a  ma¬ 
lignant  boil  is  apt  to  terminate  in  an  ill- 
conditioned  ulcer,  with  a  famous  or  icho¬ 
rous  difcharge,  or  in  a  gangrene  ;  fo,  in  a 
malignant  fever,  the  peccant  humour  may 
become  highly  depraved,  and  deftruftive  of 
life,  unlefs  nature  can  be  effectually  aided 
by  the  medical  art;  tho’  it  cannot  acquire 
a  putrid,  or  fanious,  or  gangrenous  difpofi- 
tion,  unlefs  it  be  ftagnant,  from  local  ob- 
ItruCtions.  Wherefore,  when  the  fever  is 

too 
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too  low,  it  may  be  raifed,  with  a  view  to 
increafe  the  concoftive  faculty,  with  wine ; 
a  decoction  of  peruvian  bark,  and  of  fnake 
weed  and  contrayerva  roots,  faffron,  cam- 
phire,  and  the  like.  But  when  the  fever  is 
too  high,  and,  in  that  cafe  too^  more  pro¬ 
ductive  of  an  increafe  of  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  than  of  a  laudable  con- 
codlion  of  the  peccant  humour,  it  mull:  ap¬ 
pear  obvious  to  every  one,  who  is  not  pre*- 
poffeffed  in  favour  of  the  hot  alexipharmic 
and  antifeptic  procedure,  that  it  fhould  be 
lowered  according  to  art.  When  the  blood 
is  unfizy,  nothing  anfwers  this  intention  fo 
effectually,  after  drawing  off  feme  blood,  ' 
agreeable  to  the  indications,  as  cold  fpring 
water,  acidulated  either  with  mineral  or 
vegetable  acids ;  and  frequently  the  acidu¬ 
lated  cold  water,  by  duly  condenfing  and 
cooling  the  blood,  and  lowering  the  fever, 
renders  bleeding  unneceffary;  which,  in 
many  cafes,  is  of  no  fmall  advantage. 

The  malignant  fevers  that  are  ufually 
psrrhed  putrid  are,  in  general,  at  leaft  when 
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much  advanced,  attended  with  more  or  Ids 
of  the  petechial  dyfcrafy :  Wherefore, 
while  we  endeavour  to  promote  the  con- 
co<ftion  of  the  peccant  humour,  due  regard 
fnould  be  'had  to  the  prevention  and  com 
region  of  that  dyfcrafy  ;  which  is  perform¬ 
ed  by  the  medicines  recommended  in  the 
foregoing  again  ft  this  diftemper  of  the 
blood,  and  chiefly  by  acids.  Therefore, 
when  the  fever  is  too  high,'  the  fame  me¬ 
dicines  are  moft  fuitable  both  for  the 
prevention,  or  corredion  of  the  dyfcrafy, 
and  promoting  a  laudable  concodiion  of  the 
peccant  humour.  As  that  dyfcrafy  is  ge¬ 
nerally  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  a  pec¬ 
cant  humour,  which  nature  endeavours  to 
throw  upon  the  furface  of  the  body,  mild 
diaphoretics  are  generally  ferviceable  in  fuch 
malignant  fevers.  But  flow  nervous  fevers 
are  of  kin  to  the  ordinary  iand-feurvy  de~ 
feribed  in  the  fequel :  Wherefore  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour,  in  fuch  fevers,  is  generally 
exceeding  difficult  of  concoftion  ;  and  we 
can  feidom  form  any  certain  judgment  of 
them  by  the  urine.  Thefe,  in  general, 
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when  they  are  not  complicated  with  forne 
degree  of  the  former,  or  with  more  or  leR 
of  the  petechial  dyfcrafy,  require  more  ge¬ 
nerous  and  ftimulating  medicines,  and  Rich 
as  are  more  powerfully  aperient,  attendant, 
and  diaphoretic,  than  the  malignant  putrid 
fevers,  as  they  are  ufually  termed.  A  warm 
medicated  bath  is  often  of  fignal  fervice  in 
flow  nervous  feyers  of  this  kind,  as  Dr  Gil- 
chrifl  has  juftly  obferyed.  Thefe  two  kinds 
of  fevers,  varioufly  combined,  do  conffitute 
a  great  variety  of  fevers,  that  are  more  or 
lefs  different  as  to  their  natures,  or  fpecies 
and  thefe  variations  may  arife  either  11*01x4 
the  common  outward  caufes  of  Rich  fevers, 
or  from  the  perfonal  confutation,  or  both. 

The  Peruvian  Bark  has,  of  late,  been 
given  in  ardent  eruptive  fevers,  before,  the 
crifis ;  chiefly  I  fuppofe  from  an  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  its  antifeptic  virtue  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  Rippofed  that  the  intention  of  giving  it, 
in  Rich  fevers,  is  to  promote  the  concoction 
of  the  peccant  humour ;  becaufe  the  bark  is 

on- 
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only  productive  of  that  effect  when  the  fe¬ 
ver  is  too  low.  I  don’t  know  that  the  bark 

(  1 

is  poffelfed  of  a  fpecific  power  of  preventing 
the  termination  of  a  vehement  inflammation 
in  a  gangrene ;  unlefs  the  attendant  fever  be 
low,  and  the  pulfe  not  quick:  I  have,  how~ 
ever,  known  it  fail  in  this  particular,  even  In 
a  true  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  with  un- 
fizy  blood,  but  with  an  acute  fever.  Were 
it  poffefTed  of  fuch  a  virtue,  it  would  prove 
a  fovereign  remedy  in  the  true  malignant  ili¬ 
ac  paflion  ;  fince,  if  it  were  ejefted  by  vo¬ 
mit,  it  might  be  adminifter’d  by  glyfter,  and 
applied  to  the  furface  of  the  body.  But, 
after  the  commencing  of  a  gangrene,  the 
bark  feldom  fails  to  flop  its  progrefs ;  which 
it  effects,  not  by  its  antifeptic  principle,  but 
by  its  peculiar  cordial  and  corroborative  qua¬ 
lities  ;  by  means  of  which  the  powers  of 
the  body  (which  are  ufually  much  depreffed 
after  the  commencing  of  a  gangrene)  are 
ffrengthened  and  enlivened ;  the  conco61ive 
faculty  is  proportionably  increafed,  and  a 
laudable  fuppuration  begins  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween, 
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tween  the  inflamed  and  gangrened  portions ; 
upon  which  the  latter  foon  feparates  $  the 
peccant  humour  is  difcharged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fuppuration ;  and  the  patient  recovers 
apace. 

*T  1  s  generally  known  that  the  Peruviaii 
bark  is  moft  conducive  towards  promoting 
a  laudable  fuppuration  :  In  the  Weft-Indies, 
particularly  in  agu'ifti  places,  large  wounds 
can  fcarce  be  cured  without  it ;  and  it  muff 
appear  to  every  unprejudiced  perfon,  on  the 
leaft  reflexion,  that  the  virtue  of  the  bark 
depends  not  on  its  antifeptic  principle  ;  be¬ 
came  we  are  poffefled  of  many  things  that 
are  mor  epowerfully  antifeptic  than  the  bark, 
but  that  are  wholly  ineffeftual  in  obftinate 
agues  and  gangrenes. 

Ac  1  ds  are  exceeding  ferviceable  In  alrnoft 
all  fevers ;  but  chiefly  in  fuch  as  are  either 
ardent,  or  flow  and  malignant.  Their  good 
effect  may  depend  in  fome  meafure  on  their 
antifeptic  virtue ;  but  it  refults  chiefly  from 
their  cooling  and  refrefhing  qualities ;  and 
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particularly  from  their  peculiar  property, 
•when  taken  in  cold  (faring  water,  of  check¬ 
ing  and  preventing  hemorrhages ;  as  well  as 
the  aforefaid  dyfcrafy  of  the  blood,  which 
difpofes  it  to  pafs,  by  tranfcolation,  thro’  the 
lides  of  the  vefTels,  and  by  the  emmuflories, 
fo  as  to  occafion  livid  petechias,  vibices,  fpit- 
ting  of  blood,  and  fometimes  bloody  urine. 
But  when  the  fever  is  too  low,  the  acids 
Jliouid  be  combined  with  the  decoction  of 
Peruvian  bark,  and  other  fukable  alexiphar- 
inks. 

From  what  Is  faid,  it  appears  that  thofe 
medicines,  which  are  ufually  given  with  a 
view  of  refilling  the  putrid  tendency  of  the 
juices,  produce  their  good  effects,  when  well 
appropriated  to  the  genius  and  degree  of  the 
fever,  not  by  means  of  their  antifeptic  pro¬ 
perties,  but  chiefly  by  fuppordng  and  regu¬ 
lating  the  vital  power,  and  preferring  the 
natural  crafis  of  the  blood,  fo  as  to  enable 
nature  to  accomplish.  *as  laudable  a  con- 
eofdon  of  the  peccant  humour  as  is  confift- 
ent  with  the  nature  of  die  difeafe,  Where¬ 
fore 
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fore  the  general  procedure  in  fevers  fiiould 
fee  directed  with  a  view  to  this  important 

i 

i 

I  n  the  flow  nervous  fevers,  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing,  that  are  near  a-kin  to  the 
ordinary  land-fcurvy,  and  whofe  peccant  hu¬ 
mour,  by  confequence,  is  exceeding  difficult 
of  conception  ;  or,  at  lead,  in  fuch  cafes  of 
this  kind  of  fever  as  are  of  long  continuance, 
and  attended  with  vehement  fixed,  or  wan¬ 
dering  pain,  and  a  moift  tongue,  mercur. 
alcalizat.  or  the  mercury  combined  with  fu- 
gar,  or  honey,  or  conferve  of  roles,  is  often 
of  fignal  fervice.  For  the  mercury  is  molt  ef¬ 
ficacious  towards  promoting  the  conception 
of  the  peccant  humour  peculiar  to  fcorbutic 
eruptions,  or  the  common  land-fcurvy,  and 
refolving  obftruPtions  in  the  fine  veifels 
which  thence  refult. 

In  fome  flow  nervous  or  fcorbutic  fevers, 
the  peccant  humour  which  attacks  the  noble 
parts  will  neither  admit  of  being  concoPted, 
or  refolved,  by  the  powers  of  the  body,  aid- 
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ed  by  the  ufual  appropriated  medicines  ;  of 
at  leaft  not  in  due  time  fo  as  to  prevent  a 
fatal  iflue,  or  a  lingering  difeafe.  In  fach 
cafes,  the  obftrufted  matter  is  fomefimes  at 
once  diflodged  and  expelled  by  a  draftic 
preparation  of  antimony,  fuch  as  Dr  James's- 
powder,  when  it  operates  vehemently  by  vo¬ 
mit  and  fweat,  or  by  both  thefe  ways  and 
by  ftool.  By  this  bold  procedure  fome  dif- 
eafes  are  Ipeedily  and  fafely  cured,  that 
would  either  have  continued  a  very  long 
time,  or  have  ended  in  death  :  By  confe- 
quence,  fuch  draftic  and  powerfully  aperient 
antimonial  medicines,  will  be  moft  fervice- 
able  in  cold  moift  climates,  fubje<ft  to  chang¬ 
eable  weather,  where  obftinate  difeafes  front 
fcorbutic  humors,  which  are  exceeding  dif¬ 
ficult  of  concoflion,  are  moft  prevalent. 

Some  medicines  have,  doubtlefs,  fpeclfic 
powers  of  correcting  the  particular  acrimo¬ 
nies  peculiar  to  the  peccant  humours  in  fome 
different  difeafes.  The  farfaparilla  is  de~ 
ftruclive  of  the  contagious  matter  in  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe ;  Sulphur  is  pofTeffed  of  a  fi- 
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milar  power,  with  regard  to  the  peccant  hu  ¬ 
mour  peculiar  to  home  cutaneous  eruptions. 
*Tis  probable  that  the  extraordinary  medici¬ 
nal  power  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  in  agues, 
and  fome  other  difeafes,  refults  from  its 
action  upon  the  fluids,  as  well  as  on  the  fo~ 
lids.  The  medicinal  powers  of  acids  in  he¬ 
morrhages,  and  the  aforefaid  petechial  dyf- 
crafy,  do  refult  chiefly,  or  in  a  great  meafure, 
from  their  action  on  the  fluids ;  at  lea  ft  with 
regard  to  the  dyfcrafy  :  And  mercury,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  its  abovementioned  properties,  feems 
alfo  to  be  poffefled  of  Ipecific  powers  of  cor- 
reding,  in  fome  meafure,  both  the  venereal 
and  fcorbutic  acrimonies. 


Vesicatories  are  exceeding  fervice- 
able  in  flow  nervous  fevers,  not  by  railing 
the  pulfe  by  means  of  their  ftimulus,  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed,  but  by  attrading  the 
peccant  humour  from  the  noble  parts,  as  I 
have  more  particularly  obferved  in  a  former 
work. 


I N  malignant  fevers,  particularly  in  the 
bilious,  and  fuch  as  are  attended  with  a 
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fenfe  of  great  ficknefs  or  oppreffio^  at  the 
ftomach  or  praecordia,  or  naufea,  or  yomit- 
ing,  or  flatus,  and  pain  in  the  loins,  or  that 
are  a-kin  to  the  dyfenteric,  the  body  fhould 
be  kept  fomewhat  open  with  glyfters,  and 
lenient  laxatives ;  which  always  relieve  the 
patient,  fo  as  to  occafion  a  more  free  and 
effectual  exertion  of  the  vital  powers :  be- 
fides,  they  contribute  to  refolve  obftruc- 
tions,  and,  by  confequence,  to  increafc  per- 
fpiration ;  and  when  this  cutaneous  difcharge 
is  much  impaired,  laxatives  become  fo  much 
the  more  neceftary,  in  order  to  fupply  the 
defeat  of  perfpiration.  In  the  abovefaid 
levers,  a  putrid  bilious  humour  ufually  ac¬ 
cumulates  in  the  duodenum  and  jejunum, 
and  is  abforbed  by  the  lafteals,  and  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  molt  dangerous  effects :  Now 
laxatives  taken  by  the  mouth  are  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  for  difcharging  that  humour, 
which  lies  out  of  the  reach  of  glyfters. 
Some  are  averfe  to  give  even  lenient  purges 
in  fevers,  left  they  weaken  the  patient,  and 
retard  the  concoffion  of  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mour,  or  bring  on  a  dangerous  diarrhoea : 
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But  as,  in  the  circumftances  abovemention- 
ed,  they  chiefly  evacuate  noxious  humours, 
which  otherwife  would  increafe  the  difeafe, 
they  caufe  no  additional  weaknefs ;  and  his 
obvious  that  the  omiffion  of  them,  in  the 
abovefaid  fevers,  is  moil:  likely  to  cccafion 
a  dangerous  fymptomatic  diarrhoea,  and  Ga¬ 
ther  bad  effects.  In  many  cafes  of  this 
fort,  particularly  when  there  is  great  anxiety 
at  the  pr^cordia,  without  vomiting,  rhu¬ 
barb  combined  with  vitr.  antimon.  cerat.  or 
rather  Dr  james’s  powder,  is  of  molt  fignal 
fervice. 

I  T  is,  I  think,  generally  fuppofed,  that 
highly  animalized  juices  are  mod  fufceptible 
of  putrefaction  ;  yet,  I  prefume,  there  is  a 
moral  certainty  of  the  contrary.  The  bile 
ihould  feem  to  be  an  highly  animalized 
juice,  fince  it  is  conducive  towards  the  af~ 
fimilation  of  the  chyle;  yet  it  advances 
more  flowly  to  putrefaction,  than  red  blood ; 
tho?  when  it  is  vitiated  in  the  bilious  fever, 
it  foon  becomes  putrid,  after  being  affufed 
into  the  duodenum,  by  mixing,  and  quickly 

fern 


6  Medical  Essays 


fermenting  there  with  other  vitiated  and  lefs 
animalized  matter.  Juices  that  are  perfectly 
animalized  or  aflimiiated  are  lefs  prone  to 
putrefy,  than  fuch  as  are  partly  crude,  or 
blended  with  a  great  proportion  of  acefcent 
chyle.  Hence  it  is  that  veal,  which  is  fed 
with  milk,  which  is  more  acefcent  than  the 
juice  of  grafs,  becomes  tainted  much  fooner 
than  beef,  in  warm  weather.  Hence  alfo  the 
reafon  why  the  meat  of  bullocks  and  fheep 
that  are  kept  in  a  houfe,  without  food  or  drink, 
for  the  fpace  of  thirty  hours  before  they  are 
flaughtered,  till  the  recent  chyle  is  com- 
pleatly  aflimiiated,  is  firmer,  and  keeps  fweet 
much  longer,  in  hot  weather,  than  the  flefh 
of  fuch  as  are  flaughtered  foon  after  taking 
them  off  their  paftures.  I  have  taken  parti¬ 
cular  notice  of  this  faCt,  which  is  well  known 
to  every  butcher  that  is  converfant  with  his 
bufinefs.  Failing  is,  befides,  productive  of 
the  following  good  effeCts.  Excrementiti- 
ous  humours  are  wholly  difcharged ;  and 
the  blood  is  more  advanced  towards  an  alca- 
Jized  flate,  tho’  it  is  {till  remote  from  putre¬ 
faction  ;  it  is,  by  confequence,  moft  effeCtu- 
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ally  purified,  and  attenuated  ;  and  obftruc- 
tions,  if  any  take  place,  that  are  not  exceed¬ 
ing  obdinate,  are  refolved.  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  fading,  in  a  certain  degree,  an- 
fvvers,  in  the  mod  effectual  manner,  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  antifeptics,  evacuants,  fweeteners, 
or  correctors,  attenuants  and  deobdruents  * 
at  lead  with  thofe  who  live  chiefly  on  vege¬ 
table  food.  On  thefe  principles,  the  ancient 
method  of  curing  many  difeafes  by  fading, 
is  both  rational  and  judicious. 

Tho’  Vegetable  food  mud  yield  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  acefcent  juices,  than 
animal  food  ;  yet  experience  has  evinced 
that  juices  prepared  from  vegetables,  after 
being  aflimilated,  are  wholfomer  than  fuch 
as  are  prepared  from  animal  food  :  And  Til 
probable  that  fading,  in  particular  circum- 
Aances,  will  be  more  ferviceable  to  thofe 
who  live  on  farinaceous  foods,  than  to  thofe 
who  live  almod  wholly  on  butcher’s  meat ; 
and  the  former  will  endure  it  much  longer 
than  the  latter.  Acids  are  ferviceable,  and, 
indeed*  in  fame  meafure  neceflary  for  the 
-V  latter; 
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latter;  but  to  the  former  they  ar^  unnecef- 
fary,  and  fometimes  rather  detrimental,  while 
under  no  difeafe.  Exercife,  and  warm  aro¬ 
matic  ftimulants,  and  even  fait,  are  more  fer- 
viceable  to  the  former  than  to  the  latter ; 
becaufe  vegetable  food  requires  ftronger  and 

brifker  afKmilating  powers,  than  animal 
food  ;  and  by  exercifing  thole  powers,  it 

fhould  feem  to  be  produ&ive  of  a  greater 
degree  of  ftrength,  and  of  health  and  good 

lpirits,  than  animal  food. 

» 

T  H  o’  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
fevers  that  are  commonly  termed  putrid, 
are,  in  general,  much  lefs  fo  than  is  com¬ 
monly  imagined ;  yet  there  are  fome  difea- 
fes  that  fhould  feem  to  have  a  juft  claim  to 
that  appellation.  The  cafe  of  a  moil  acute 
fever,  with  an  attendant  apoplexy,  narrated 
in  the  foregoing,  which  proved  fatal  in  fe- 
ven  hours,  was,  I  conceive,  a  true  putrid  fe¬ 
ver.  The  putrid  fermentation  firft  began  in 
the  alimentary  tube,  and  chiefly  in  the  ho¬ 
rn  ach,  after  drinking  a  large  quantity  of  cold 
water ;  and  wras  foon,  I  fuppofe,  communi- 
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cated  to  the  circulating  juices;  which,  being 
greatly  overheated  by  hard  labour,  in  the 
iolar  heat,  were  mod  fufceptive  of  fucfi  a 
fermentation  ;  the  rather,  becaufe  they  con¬ 
tained  a  great  proportion  of  crude  acefcent 
juices  ;  for  the  patient  was  healthy,  and 
probably  had  eat  a  hearty  breakfaft  in  the 
morning,  before  the  attack  of  the  dlfeafe* 
The  great  degree  of  heat  that  was  retained 
In  the  body,  for  feme  hours  after  death, 
was  occafioned  by  a  continuance  of  the  hot 
putrid  fermentation,  which,  being  fimilar  to 
that  of  a  dunghii,  was  promoted  chiefly  by 
the  unaflimilated  acefcent  juices ;  for  pern 
fe<flly  animalized  matter  Is  not  fufceptive  of 
any  great  degree  of  heat  under  the  procefs 
of  putrefafllon. 

A  Farmer,  in  Skelton,  in  Cleveland, 
aged  about  70,  was  carried  off  by  a  like  difl 
cafe :  After  working  much  harder  than  ufu- 
a!,  and  being  greatly  overheated,  he  eat  a 
very  hearty  fupper  ;  and,  foon  after  going 
to  bed,  was  feized  with  an  apoplexy,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  great  degree  of  heat,  chiefly  in 
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the  trunk  of  the  body,  which  proved  fatal 
in  thirty  hours.  Some  hours  before  his 
death,  the  abdomen  fwelled  confiderabIy5 
the  fkin  was  bedewed  with  a  hot  clammy 
fweat,  and  he  had  a  ftrong  breath. 

I  t  is  probable  that  fuch  real  putrid  dit 
eafes  will  always  be  attended  with  an  apo¬ 
plexy,  and  be  quickly  fatal ;  becaufe  the 
juices,  in  fuch  a  putrid  fermenting  hate, 
muft  be  wholly  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of 
life.  A  fever  from  an  actual  putrid  fermen¬ 
tation  of  the  circulating  juices  muft  always 
end  in  death  ;  becaufe  that  fermentation 
muft  neceffarily  terminate  in  putrefaction, 
and  cannot  in  anywife  effeCt  a  falutary  con¬ 
ception  of  the  peccant  humour. 

Calves  that  are  put  to  graze  in  a  rich 
pafture,  towards  the  clofe  of  autumn,  are 
fometimes  feized  with  a  putrid  difeafe  which 
deftroys  the  animal  in  thirty  hours.  It  is 
termed,  by  the  farmers,  the  quarter  felon, 
becaufe  one  hind  quarter,  only,  becomes 
putrid  and  emphyfematous ;  and  as  foon  as 

the 
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the  emphyfema  reaches  the  fpine,  the  ani« 
mal  expires.  It  is  moll  incident  to  calves 
that  are  healthy,  and  in  good  cafe.  The 
great  proportion  of  accfcent  juices  in  the 
body  of  the  animal,  in  that  circumftance, 
will  render  it  more  fufceptible  of  the  putrid 
difeafe :  But  what  the  exciting  caufe  of  it 
is,  or  why  it  fhould  affeft  one  quarter  only, 
and  always  one  of  the  hind  quarters,  is  yet 
unknown ;  nor  is  there  any  remedy  for  it 
yet  difcovered*  From  this  inftance,  and 
fome  others  of  the  like  nature  that  might 
be  adduced,  it  appears  that  animals  that  live 
wholly  on  vegetable  foods,  are,  under  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances,  liable  to  the  mo  ft  pu¬ 
trid  and  fpeedily  fatal  difeafes.  From  what 
is  faid  in  the  foregoing  it  may,  with  great 
reafon  be  inferred,  that  the  abovefaid  dif¬ 
eafe,  incident  to  calves,  may  be  prevented 
by  fading,  or  putting  them  now  and  then 
|nto  a  bare  pafture 
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Of  the  Cure  of  the  Nf.rvous  Colic* 
or  r)  RY  B  f  LLY-AC  H. 

rT^H  E  methods  f  cure,  recommended 
by  authors  agalnft  this  excruciating 
re  wholly  ineffeftual  in  the  molt 
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vehement  and  obftinate  cafes  of  it :  As  it  is 

»  •  «;  ,  -  y 

generally  o  long  continuance,  and  fome- 
times  terminates  in  paralytic  afFeftions,  and 
contra^  Jons  of  the  extremities,  the  difco-* 
very  or  an  effe&ual  method  of  relieving  thq 
mifsrahle  patient  iafely  and  fpeedily  from 
fo  great  an  affliction,  muft  be  extremely  de~ 
firabje  I  was  the  firft,  fo  far  as  1  know, 
who  firff  cured  this  difeafe  by  railing  a  gen¬ 
tle  falivation  with  calomel.  "Mils  method  I 
difeovered  accidentally  in  his  Majefty  V  hoR 
pital,  at  Port-Royal,  in  Jamaica,  in  Septem- 
ber  1743,  by  giving  repeated  dofes  of  calo¬ 
mel  and  fcammony  to  a  failor  who  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  moft  violent  dry  belly-ach  ;  as 
is  dimmed,  by  Riverius,  in  obffinate  cafes  of 
s  difeafe.  This  medicine,  tho'  aided  by 

gty- 


) 


and  Observations, 

glyfters,  failed  to  move  die  body  as  was  in¬ 
tended  ;  but  the  calomel  foon  affected  the 
falival  glands,  and  induced  a  fweliing  of  the 
#auces,  and  a  falivation ;  upon  which  the 
belly-ach  inftantly  ceafed,  and  returned  no 
more.  I  had,  after  that,  opportunities  of 
praflifiag  the  falivation  only  in  four  obfth 
pate  cafes  of  this  difeafe,  in  each  of  which 
it  fucceeded,  and  the  colic  always  chafed  as 
foon  as  the  chaps  were  manifeftly  fwelled?. 
gnd  the  falivation  commenced ;  fo  that  any 
farther  exhibition  of  the  calomel  was  quite 
pnneceffary.  My  very  worthy  friend  John 
Hume,  Efq;  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  was 
dien  chief  furgeon  of  the  abovefaid  holpi- 
tal.  I  communicated  the  fuccefs  of  this 
procedure  to  my  worthy  and  ingenious 
friend  Mr  Fergufon,  then  furgeon  at  Port- 
Royal,  who  afterwards  pra&ifed  it  in  feveral 
cafes  of  this  difeafe  with  the  fame  good 

O  : 

fuccefs. 

T  H  o’  fame  patients  entertain  a  dread  of 
a  falivation,  yet  as,  in  this  cafe,  it  requires 
Po  protrariiorij  but  rather  to  be  reduced 
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almoft  as  foon  as  it  begins,  efpecially  if  the 
fwelling  of  the  chaps  is  confiderable ;  and 
as  it  will  not  fail  to  cure  the  difeafe,  it  ought 
not  to  be  difpenfed  with,  uniefs  the  belly- 
ach  be  uncommonly  mild.  In  mild  cafes, 
that  feem  not  to  require  a  falivation,  vefica- 
tories  applied  on  the  fuperior  and  anterior 
portions  of  thighs,  contiguous  to  the  groins, 
are  fometimes  of  fervice  ;  becaufe  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour  of  this  difeafe  is  generally  of  a 
rheumatic,  or  gouty  nature,  and  moveable : 
Hence  the  reafon  why  it  is  fo  fpeedily  dis¬ 
lodged.  by  making  the  moft  powerful  revul- 
fion  upwards  by  means  of  calomel,  which, 
no  doubt,  alfo  contributes  to  refolve  the  ob^ 
ftruftions  formed  by  the  acrimonious  mat¬ 
ter  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  its  attenu- 
ant  and  deobftruent  powers.  In  fuch  mild 
cafes,  after  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic,  and 
the  purge  mentioned  in  the  next  paragraph, 
alcalized  mercury  may  be  given,  in  fmall 
dofes,  as  an  alterative  and  deobftruent,  with 
iweet  oil. 

The  moft  efficacious  purge  in  this  dif- 

eafb 
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cafe  is  a  foliation  of  an  once  and  a  half  of 
fal  cath.  amar.  in  a  pint  of  the  deco&iori 
of  anifeed.  It  fliould  be  taken  at  four  or 
five  draughts  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  thrcd 
hours,  fwallowing  a  calomel  pill  with  the 
firft  draught  of  it,  and  forwarding  ks  ope¬ 
ration  by  a  glyfter  or  two,  if  neceffary.  It 
is  obfervable,  that  this  purgative  is  lefs  apt 
-  to  be  thrown  up,  than  the  mildeft  ones  that 
have  no  fenfible  acrimony,  or  any  naufeous 
take  ;  and,  if  it  fails  to  operate,  it  will  not 
aggravate  the  colic,  which  the  more  draftie 
purges  are  very  apt  to  do  ;  and  it  is  general¬ 
ly  more  fuccefsful  without  the  addition  of 
laudanum,  than  with  it.  But,  after  railing 
a  falivation,  purges  are  only  neceffary  fo  far 
as  they  contribute  to  abate  the  fwelling  of 
the  fauces,  and  the  fpitting  ;  and  then,  the 
fpafmodic  colic  being  quite  ceafed,  any 
purge  in  a  moderate  dofe  will  operate. 
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VIII.  Of  the  Symptomatic 

T  E  T  a  n  v  s, 

f~T~^  HE  partial  tetanus  of  the  rmifcles  of 
JL  the  lower  jaw  is  always  fymptoma- 
tic  ;  and  is  induced  by  wounds  or  ulcers  in 
nervous,  or  tendinous  parts,  and  by  ampu¬ 
tations,  compound  fra£hires,  inflammations, 
and  gangrenes ;  and  fometimes  even  by  Am¬ 
ple  fractures,  dislocations,  and  fprains.  It 
is  a  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Weft-Indies,, 
but  far  more  fo  in  feme  places,  than  others* 
In  the  naval  holpital,  at  Port-Royal,  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  it  feldom  appeared ;  but  in  the  late 
holpital  at  New* Greenwich,  on  the  north 
fide  of  Port-Royal  harbour,  it  carried  off 
two  thirds,  at  leait,  of  thofe  who  under¬ 
went  amputations ;  and  was  an  almoft  cer¬ 
tain  confequence  of  the  operation,  if  the 
difeafed  limb  was  more  or  lefs  affected  with 
a  gangrene. 

W  h  e  n  the  tetanus  is  induced  by  a 

wound 
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wound  in  the  head,  it  generally  extends 
not  beyond  the  mufeles  of  the  lower  jaw 
and  throat.  The  fpafm  is  rigid  and  con- 
fiant,  with  little  or  no  acute  pain,  and  gra¬ 
dually  increafes  till  the  jaws  become  quite 
locked ;  then  the  faliva,  which  the  patient 
cannot  fwallow,  drivels  from  the  mouthy 
or  is  forced  out  by  a  ftrong  expiration, 
The  patient,  who  difcovers  little  or  no  dif* 
pofition  to  fleep,  nor  any  fenfe  of  great  un- 
eafinefs,  or  of  thirft,  or  hunger,  wanders  a- 
bout  like  one  that  is  melancholy,  and  is  able 
to  keep  on  his  feet,  if  the  tetany  is  from  a 
fimple  wound,  and  is  fenfible,  till  the  mo¬ 
ment  before  he  expires. 

This  difeafe  is  commonly  attended  with 
a  difficulty  of  fwallowing ;  bccaufe  the  la¬ 
rynx  is  in  a  great  meafure  fixed  and  irri- 
moveable,  from  a  fpafm  of  the  mufeles 
which  raife  and  deprefs  it.  It  is  fometimes 
alfo  attended  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
probably  from  a  fpafm  of  the  mufeles  which 
contract  the  glottis  which,  when  very  con- 
fiderable  may  fometimes  be  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  patient’s  death. 

N  The 
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The  tetanus  which  is  induced  by  an  am¬ 
putation 'of  the  leg,  is  compounded  of  the 
partial  tetany  already  defcribed,  and  of  vio¬ 
lent  and  painful  convuifions  of  the  mufcles 
of  the  thigh  and  dump,  which  recur  and  re¬ 
mit  alternately.  As  the  difeafe  advances* 
thefe  convuifions  become  more  violent,  and 
recur  at  fh  or  ter  intervals,  and  now  often  ex¬ 
cite  profufe  fweats ;  and  fornc  times  the 
mufcles  of  the  other  extremities  and  thofe 
o'"  the  trunk  do  at  length  fuffer  the  like 
convuifions. 

I  n  the  Weft-Indies,  the  yniptomatic 
tetanus  generally  begins  on  the  fourth  day 
after  an  amputation  of  the  leg.  or  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  a  wound  in  the  head  and  generally 
terminates  in  death  in  the  end  of  the  fourth 
day,  or  on  the  fifth  of  the  fpafm.  But  if  it 
be  occaficned  by  a  violent  and  dangerous 
difeafe,  fuch  as  a  compound  fra&ure  of  the 
thigh,  or  a  frafture  of  the  fktill,  with  a 
pricking  of  the  dura  mater  by  a  depreffion 
of  the  fractured  bone,  a  timely  application 
qf  the  trepan  being  neglefted,  the  tetany,  in 

fuch 


and  Observations,  99 

fuch  cafes,  begins  on  the  fecond  or  third  day, 
and  proves  fatal  before  the  fourth  day  of  the 
fpafm.  But  in  thefe  cafes  death  is  proba* 
bly  anti  ipated  by  the  vehemence  of  the 
primary  difeafe  ;  for  the  natural  crifis  of  the 
partial  and  fymptomatic  tetany,  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  happens  in  the  end  of  the  fourth 
day,  or  on  the  fifth  of  the  fpafm  fo  far  as  I 
have  obferved ;  which  quadrates  with  the 
following  obfervaticn  of  Hippocrates  Aph, 
VI.  Seft.  V.  Qui  e  tetano  corripiuntur  in 
quatuor  diebus  pereunt ;  fi  very  hos  effuge- 
rint  fani  hunt.  The  fame  incomparable  au¬ 
thor  obferved  that  a  fymptomatic  tetany,  or 
convulfion,  fupervening  a  wound,  is  fatal. 
Aph.  II.  ejufd.  Sc<T  Vulneri  convulfio  fu- 
perveniens,  lethalis. 

I  never  knew  but  one  patient  who  fur- 
vivcd  the  fymptomatic  tetany.  This  patient 
having  had  the  tibia  flattered  as  high  as  the 
fuperior  epiphyfe,  by  a  wad  which  was  fliot 
from  a  great  gun,  in  Port-Royal  harbour, 
the  leg  was  amputated,  on  board  above  the 
infcrtions  of  the  ligamentum  patelli,  and  the 
tendons  of  the  flexor  mufcles.  Next  day, 
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the  patient  was  carried  to  the  late  hofpital, 
at  New-Green  wich  ;  and  the  tetany  began, 
as  ufual,  on  the  fourth  day.  But  the  above-* 
mentioned  ligament  and  tendons  being  cut, 
and  the  bending  and  extending  mufeies  con- 
fequently  relaxed,  the  convulfions  they  fuf- 
fered  were  flight,  and  attended  with  little 
pain  ;  the  round  ftump,  and  the  thigh,  had 
a  conftant  tremidous  motion,  from  thele 
flight  convulfions ;  and  the  lower  jaw,  tho? 
it  became  ftiff,  and  had  little  motion,  never 
quite  locked  with  the  upper  one  After  the 
fifth  day  the  convulfions  began  to  abate, 
and  by  the  fixteenth  were  entirely  gone  off, 
without  the  aid  of  opium , 

»  *  * 

The  difpofition  to  the  fymptomatic  te~ 
tanus  fhould  feem  to  be  induced  by  the  bo¬ 
dy  being  more  or  lefs  imprefled  by  the  prox¬ 
imate  caufe  of  a  malignant  remitting  or  in¬ 
termitting  fever;  and  by  the  juices  being  in 
fome  degree  yltiate,  fo  as  to  create  a  tendency 
to  a  gangrene.  Hence  the  reafon  why  the 
tetany  appeared  fo  often  in  the  ague-gene¬ 
rating  air  of  New-Green  with,  and  fo  feldom 
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in  the  pure  fdubrious  air  of  Port-Royal ; 
and  why,  in  uriwholfome  air,  it  generally 
fucceeds  an  amputation  of  the  leg,  efpecial- 
ly  if  the  difeafed  limb  is  more  or  lefs  affe<5t- 
ed  with  a  gangrene. 

From  what  is  (aid  we  may,  with  the 
greated  reafon,  infer  that  the  Peruvian  bark 
is  the  mod  efficacious  prefervative  againft 
this  fatal  fymptomatic  difeafe.  Indeed,  ex¬ 
perience  hath  fully  evinced  that  nothing  is  of 
fo  much  fervice  in  all  large  wounds,  in  hot 
climates,  as  the  bark  ;  both  by  preventing  a 
gangrenous  difpofition,  and  procuring  a 
laudable  fuppuration  ;  and,  by  confequence, 
preventing  the  abovefaid  fpafmodic  difeafe  ; 
provided  the  irritating  caufe,  which  fome* 
times  takes  place  in  particular  cafes,  be 
timely  removed  by  the  furgical  art.  Where¬ 
fore  the  decodion  of  the  bark  fhould  be 
copioufly  drunk  for  feveral  days  after  an 
amputation,  or  the  reception  of  a  large 
wound,  elpecially  if  attended  with  contu- 
fion  ;  and^the  dump  fhould  be  dreded,  for 
jbme  days,  with  lint  moidened  with  a  mix¬ 
ture 
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ture  of  equal  parts  of  the  tin&ure  and  de- 
co&ion  of  the  bark ;  and,  if  the  patient 
breathes  an  unwholfome  aguifh  air,  the  in¬ 
ternal  ufe  of  the  bark  fhould  be  continued 
till  the  cure  is  compleated. 


After  the  fymptomatic  tetany  begins, 

I  fear  it  will  often,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  elude 
every  refource,  even  the  extraordinary  pow¬ 
er  of  opium  ;  tho’  this  medicine  may  in¬ 
fallibly  cure  it  in  temperate  climates.  Un- 
lefs  the  effect  of  the  opium  is  very  fpeedy 
and  powerful  it  will  fail  of  fuccefs,  becaufe 
the  difeafe  proves  fatal  in  four  days.  When 
the  tetany  is  induced  by  a  gangrenous  di£ 
pofition,  the  opium  will,  mo  ft  probably, 
be  ineffectual.  But  if  by  means  of  the  o- 
plum,  the  patient  gets  over  the  fifth  day, 
he  will  probably  recover  ;  efpecially  if  the 
wound  begins  then  to  have  a  good  afpeCh 
As,  in  this  difeafe  the  patient  often  fwal- 
lows  with  difficulty,  there  will  be  a  necef* 
fity  fometimes  of  conveying  the  tinCture 
of  the  opium  into  the  gullet  by  means  of  a 
female  catheter ;  but  if  that  cannot  be 

done, 

*  *  i 
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done,  or  if  the  jaws  are  fo  much  locked  as 
not  to  admit  of  taking  any  liquid  by  the 
mouth,  it  mu  ft  be  inje&ed  by  glyfter,  and 
applied  to  the  wound  and  throat. 

* 

The  idiopathic  or  original  opifthotonus, 
which  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr  Chalmers,’  of 
Charles-Town,  in  South-Carolina  (> a ) mult 
be  an  extraordinary  occurrence  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  fince  I  never  met  with  one  cafe  of 
it.  The  two  following  cafes,  the  one  of 
fome  degree  of  an  opifthotonus,  and  the 
other  of  a  general  tetanus,  were  both  fymp- 
tomatic,  and  the  refult  of  an  inflammation 
of  the  ftomach.— A  ftout  failor,  young* 
and  of  a  good  conftitution,  was  fent  to  the 
late  holpital,  at  New-Greenwich,  in  Jamaica, 
in  the  end  of  the  firft  day  of  the  following 
difeafe.  -- — The  patient’s  chief  complaint 
was  an  acute  continual  pain  at  the  ftomach, 
but  chiefly  at  its  upper  orifice,  behind  the 
cartilago  enfiformis ;  on  comprefling  the 

epi^ 


(a)  Med.  Obf.  and  Enquiries,  vol.  i.  page  87. 
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epigaftrium,  toward  the  left  fide,  the  pain  was 
increafed  ;  his  pulfe  Was  tenfe,  or  fomewhat 
hard,  but  not  very  quick ;  his  face  was  fluk¬ 
ed  ;  and  his  breathing  was  not  quite  free. 
He  lay  upon  his  back,  with  his  head  low, 
and  the  neck  and  fpine  extended  ;  in  railing 
himfelt  from  his  bed,  which  he  could  do 
with  fome  difficulty,  if  he  bended  his 
body  in  the  leaft,  the  pain  at  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach  was  inflantly  increafed  and  the  head 
and  ffioulders  were  immediately  r  traced 
with  a  hidden  jerk.  The  mild  ft  liquid, 
drunk  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  caufed  ex~ 
quiiite  pain  as  foon  as  it  reached  the  upper 
orifice  of  the  ftomach,  and  excited  the  fpahn 
of  the  extenfors  of  the  neck  and  Ipine  — • 

The  mufcles  of  the  lower  jaw  were  very  lit¬ 
tle  affeffed  in  this  cafe;  and  it  was  remark¬ 
able  that  the  patient  did  not  vomit,  nor  hid 
any  motion  to  vomit ;  tho'  vomiting  is  by 
fome  reckoned  among  the  fymptoms  of  an 
inflamed  ftomach.  This  patient  was  com- 
pleatly  cured  in  the  fpace  of  four  days, 
chiefly  by  repeated  blooding;  thje  blood 
that  was  drawn  off  amounting,  in  the  whole, 

to 
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to  about  fifty  ounces.  The  coagulum  was 
fomewhat  denfe,  and  florid  a’ top,  and  in  no¬ 
wife  fizy ;  yet,  as  the  patient  bore  bleeding 
well,  and  was  relieved  by  it,  and  as  a  fizy 
blood  feldom  appears  among  European  Tail¬ 
ors  in  the  Weft-Indies,  we  perfifted  in  that 
evacuation  till  the  pain  at  the  ftomach  ceas¬ 
ed.  The  party,  immediately  on  his  reco¬ 
very,  was  returned  on  board,  left  he  fiiould 
contract  a  New-Greenwich  intermittent. 

1  % 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  this  un¬ 
common  cafe,  I  was  confirmed  in  my  opini¬ 
on  of  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  by 
a  fimilar  cafe  in  a  negroe  boy  aged  nine 
years,  the  property  of  Mr  Mackdonald,  then 
fiirgeoil  at  Port-Royal.  I  Was  informed  by 
this  gentleman,  that  the  faid  boy  had  all  the 
above-mentioned  fymptoms  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  difeafe  but  that  he  was  foon  in¬ 
vaded  by  a  general  tetanus  of  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy,  and  remained  extended  and  rigid,  and 
almoft  without  motion  like  a  log  of  wood, 
till  he  expired.  Mr  Mackdonald  open’d 
jhe  body,  and  found  the  ftomach  black  and 

O  7  fpha- 
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Iphacelated.  As  neither  of  thefe  patients  e~ 
ver  vomited  in  this  difeafe,  it  may,  I  think, 
be  inferred  that  vomiting  is  impracticable  in 
a  compleat  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  ; 
not  only  becaufe  the  mufcular  fibres  of  that 
organ  are  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  con- 
tracing,  but  like  wife  becaufe  the  compref- 
fion  of  it  by  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  and 
abdominal  mtifcles,  in  the  a<ft  of  vomit- 
mg,  would  give  the  mod  intolerable  pain. 
But  when  the  villous  coat  of  the  ftomach 
is  excoriate,  or  fiightly  inflamed  by  the  a- 
crimony  of  vitiated  bile,  and  violent  retching 
together,  which  often  happens  in  vehement 
cafes  of  the  bilious  fever,  vomiting  may  take 
place  ;  and  in  this  cafe  it  is  excited  by  the 
mildeft  liquids,  and  is  exceeding  obftinate. 


IX,  A 

/  ,  ... 


/ 
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IX.  A  'Thyfiokgical  Inquiry ,  relative  t 
Perspir  ation,  and  the  Jpeedy  Admif 
fion  of  Topical  Medicines  to  deep-? 
fated  Local  Affections,  &cm 


THE  diminution  of  perforation  in  a 
clofe,  calm,  and  rnoift  atmofphere,  a 
fruitful  fource  of  colds  and  many  other  dif- 
eafes,  has  not  hitherto  been  accounted  for  in 
a  fatisfaClery  manner,  fo  far  as  I  know.  The 
following  difqulfition  is  an  attempt  towards 
exhibiting  the  real  caufes  of  that  effeCt ;  like- 
wife  the  outlets  for  the  matter  of  perfpira- 
tion ;  and  by  what  means  topical  applica¬ 
tions  are  fpeedily  admitted  to  deepfeated  lo¬ 
cal  affections.  The  principles  of  this  theory 
wrere  communicated  to  the  truly  eminent 
Dr  John  Pringle,  phyfician  to  her  Majefi-y* 
in  a  paper  on  dropfies,  in  1760, 


All  animal  bodies  have  an  abforptive 
power,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  fponge ;  which 
is  evident  from  the  fpeedy  penetration  of  fea 
fait,  and  faftpetre,  into  the  moft  interior 

■  parts; 
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parts  of  the  thickeft  pieces  of  butcher  s  meat* 
and  into  the  bones,  by  rubbing  thefe  falls 
ftrongly,  and  for  fome  time,  on  the  furface  of 
the  meat  A  piece  of  meat  will  abforb  a  pretty 
deal  of  faltonly  by  fprinkling  the  fait  upon  it, 
without  the  aid  of  preifure,  or  chaffing ;  and 
fifti  maybe  thoroughly  falted  in  this  manner. 
Now  the  pores  which  tranfmit,  and  attract 
the  fait  are,  mo  ft  probably,  thofe  by  which 
infenfible  perfpiration  is  performed  in  living 
animals ;  and  doubtlefs  thofe  by  which  topi¬ 
cal  medicines  are  ala  oft  inftandy  tranfmitted 
to  deepfeated  local  difeafes.  Thpfe  pores, 
"tis  wdl  known,  are  fometimes  fo  much  in- 
larged,  ox  fo  fufceptible  of  dilatation,  as  to 
tranfmit  the  globules  of  red  bjood ;  which 
is  obfervable  in  fome  difeafes,  and  is  farther 
illuftrated  by  an  experiment  which  was  firft 
made  by  Mr  Cooper,  the  famous  anatomift ; 
by  which  it  appears  that  red  blood  may,  af¬ 
ter  ftagnating  fome  time,  pafs  thro’  the  fides 
of  its  veflels  ( a .  b).  But  the  abforption  of 

out- 


(a.)  Phil.  Trai*f,  No.  280,  p0  1177. 

fb9)  This  is  the  true  caufe  of  an  ecchymofis  from  con- 
tufion;  likewife  of  the  purple  and  livid  vibices  in  tl^e 
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outward  fubftances  doubtlefs  takes  place  in  a 
farlefs  degree  in  a  living  body,  than  in  inani¬ 
mate  flefli,  with  relaxed  and  empty  veffeis  ; 
not  only  by  reafon  of  the  refiftance  made  by  * 
the  circulating  juices,  blit  likewife  becaufe 
perfpiration  is  moft  probably  performed  by 
the  fame  pores.  Gonfequentiy  infenfible 
perfpiration  is  nothing  more  than  a  humid 
exhalation  from  the  body,  which  neeeffarily 
takes  place  with  regard  to  every  moift  po¬ 
rous  fubftance  that  is  expofed  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  air. 

This  exhalation  from  the  human  body 
is  therefore  much  greater  in  a  dpy  and  fe~ 
rene  air,  than  in  a  calm  and  clofe,  or  molfl 
air ;  being  neeeffarily  increafed  and  dimh 
ni died  with  the  exhaling  power  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  tho*  in  a  very  different  propor¬ 
tion 


muriatic  feurvy ;  and  alfo  of  thofe  that  appear,  after 
death,  on  the  bodies  of  perfons  who  are  fpeedily  carried 
off  by  the  Weft-Jndian  bilious  fever;  as  I  have  obferved 
in  my  treatife  on  the  feurvy,  which  was  publifhed  in  1 7  5  5, 
(pages  59,  60,  and  75.)  The  vibices,  in  the  lad-men¬ 
tioned  circumftance,  Dr  Hillary  mi  (look  for  gangrenes  cf 
the  fkin3 
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non.  For  in  very  moi  ft,  or  hazy  calm  wea¬ 
ther,  when  there  is  little  or  no  humid  va- 

\  *  • 

pour  exhaled  from  the  earth,  or  from  wet 
dqaths  that  are  expofed  to  the  open  air,  the 
exhalation  from  the  body  would  quite  ceafe, 
or  be  very  inconfiderable,  if  it  depended 
wholly  on  the  exhaling  power  of  the  atmo¬ 
fphere.  But  the  humid  vapour  which  ex¬ 
hales  from  the  body  is  at  all  times,  aug¬ 
mented,  and  kept  up  in  moift,  or  calm  hazy 
weather,  by  the  native  animal  heat  >  and  in 
fome  meafure  too  by  the  propelling  force 
exerted  by  the  heart  and  arteries  from  the 
center  towards  the  circumference  of  the  bo¬ 
dy.  Befldes,  the  difpofkion  of  animal  bo¬ 
dies  to  exhale  is  greater,  and  their  tendency 
to  abforb  from  the  atmofphere  is  lefs,  be- 
caufe  they  are  generally  of  a  moifter  tempe¬ 
rature  than  the  external  air ;  fox  a  fponge 
does  not  abforb  any  moifrare  from  the  air, 
unlefs  its  hate  or  temperature  be  drier  than 
that  of  the  atmofphere. 

I  t  has  been  evinced  by  experiment  that 
perfpiration  is  greatly  and  quickly  increafed 
by  the  electrical  fhock,  (Univerfal  Maga¬ 
zine 
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Sine  for  April  1753,  page  163,)  which  it 
would  feem  to  effe<ft  by  caufing  an  ofcilla- 
tory  motion  of  the  ccnftituent  fibres  of  the 
vefiels,  which  will  neceffarily  accelerate  the 
filtration  of  thin  humours  by  the  tranfco- 
lating  pores. 

I  s  _  ;  ' 

If  clofe  dr  hazy  and  calm  weather,  being 
temperate,  as  it  is  ufually,  is  fuccceded  by 
an  intenfe  froft,  colds,  and  catarrhal  fevers 
will  at  once  become  frequent;  but  much 
more  fo  if  the  froft  is  attended  with  a  clofe 
or  hazy  and  calm  ftate  of  the  air ;  the  rea- 
fon  of  which  is  fufficiently  obvious  from 
what  is  faid  in  the  foregoing  Frofty  wea¬ 
ther,  in  winter,  is  generally  deemed  falutary: 
it  is  certainly  fc  if  it  be  attended  with  a  clear 
atmofphere,  and  is  not  preceded  by  weather 
that  borders  on  the  contrary  extreme  ;  but 
if  it  be  attended  with  a  clofe  or  hazy  atmo¬ 
fphere,  with  hoar  froft,  the  exhaling  power 
will  be  inconfiderabie,  perfpiration,  by  com 
fequence,  will  be  impaired  and  colds,  and 
catarrhal  fevers  that  are  fometimes  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  nature,  will  become  rife ;  which'  was 

the 
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the  cafe  in  the  winter  1762  and  63,  during 
the  intenfe  froft  which  began  about  Chrift- 
mas,  and  continued  till  towards  the  end  of 
January.  Indeed  that  froft  was  preceded 
by  a  courfe  of  calm  and  hazy  temperate 
weather,  which  occafioned  a  difpofition  to 
the  catarrhal  difeafes  which  were  general 
throughout  the  kingdom  during  the  fuc- 

ceeding  froft. 

,  .  *  / 

,  ?  \  . 

The  ammai  fat,  particularly  the  fiibcu- 
taneous  is  doubtlefs  not  a  little  conducive 
towards  preventing  a  too  copious  exhalation 
by  the  tranfcolating  pores ;  which  would  o- 
therwife  happen,  at  leaft  in  clear,  dry,  and 
fomewhat  warm  weather,  with  frefh  breezes* 
Hence  it  is  that  fat  people  perfpire  much 
lefs  than  lean ;  and  that  the  exhalation  from 
the  inward  furfaces  of  the  bronchia  and  puh 
monary  veficles  is  fo  very  tonfiderable. 

I  t  appears,  from  what  is  faid  in  the 
foregoing,  that  chaffing  muft  be  very  con¬ 
ducive  towards  promoting  the  abforption  of 
a  topical  medicine ;  and  that  when  it  is  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  with  a  view  to  penetrate  to  a  deepfeated 
difeafe,  the  friftion  fhould  be  performed 
with  due  preffure,  and  continued  fome  time* 
It  may  alfo  reafonably  be  inferred  from  what 
is  faid  that  fome  portion  of  the  mod  minute 
and  moveable  particles  of  ingefted  aliments, 
and  liquids  are  admitted  at  once  into  the 
mafs  of  blood  by  the  abovefaid  pores.  This 
iaft-mentioned  Hypothefis  is  not  new  ;  but 
I  don't  know  that  thefe  pores,  and  their 
ftrong  attraction  of  fea  fait  and  fome  other 
fubftances,  have  been  inconteftably  after- 
tained  by  any  former  author,  only  by  at¬ 
tending  to  the  manner  in  which  butcher's 
meat  is  thoroughly  faked  ;  which  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  manufcript  I  fent,  feveral  years 
ago,  to  my  worthy  friend  Mr  Alexander 
Small  fargeon,  in  London,  and  afterwards 
in  the  aforefaid  paper  on  dropfies,  which 
was  transmitted  to  Dr  Pringle. 

?Tis  probable  that  the  nutrition  of  thebody 
and  accretion  are  performed  partly  by  means 
of  the  translating  pores,  which  will  give 
the  nutritious  particles  accefs  to  all  the  moft 

P  -  firm 
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fimqde  conftitucnt  fibres  of  the  folids  of  the 
whole  body.  By  means  alfo  of  thefe  pores, 
the  folids,  whole  veffels  become  obliterate 
by  age,  'will  be  nourifhed  and  kept  moift, 
and  flexible,  which  will  verv  much  contri- 
bute  to  prevent  them  from  offifying. 

A  s  the  coats  of  all  the  veffels  are  perfo- 
rated  by  the  abovefaid  porfes,  morbific  hu¬ 
mours  on  growing  thin,  either  from  an  in¬ 
cipient  putrefaction  or  a  more  laudable 
Ipecies  of  dlgdiion  or  concoClion,  in  confe- 
quepce  of  being  long  impacted  in  fome  of 
the' minute 'veffels.  are  tran  fm  it  ted  thro  the 
fide s  of  the  obffrafted  veffels,  and  gradually 
tend  outwards  till  they  fly  'off  by  infenfible 
perfplratipn  ;  or  they  may  be  readmitted  by 
the  fame  pores  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  or  ab¬ 
sorbed  By  thevalved  lymphatics ;  after  which 
they  will  be  difeharged  by  urine,  or  iweat, 
or  ftooh  or  by  fome  other  emumftory  ;  or 
determined  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  or 
to  the  lower  extremities  in  the  form  of  a  cri¬ 
tical  difeafe.  It  is  often,  partly  Ifuppofe,  in 
this  manner,  that  nature  performs  the  faluta- 
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ry  elites  of  difeafes  that  refult  chiefly  from 
obflrubrions  in  the  fine  veffels.  '  1  he  difeaie;  by 
confequence,  will  be  more  or  lefs  obfhnate, 
and  vary  as  to  its  natural  duration,  according 
to  the  particular  feries  of  minute  veffels  that 
is  chiefly  obfimeted ;  as  is  more  particularly 
obferved  in  my  treatife  on  the  (curvy,  (page 
64  to  69);  the  red  blood  being  fufeeptive'  of 
the  (peedjeft  tendency  both  towards  coiw 
cobdon  and  putrefabdon  ;  and  the  finer  jui¬ 
ces  being  lefs  prone  to  thefe  changes,  in 
proportion  to  their  denfides.  Hence  it  is, 
that  the  flagnant  blood,  from  a  contufion, 
is  foon  tranfmitted  thro'  the  fides  of  the  ob- 
ftrubled  capillaries,  then  forming  an  ccchy- 
mofis,  and  is  fbon  after  difperfed  ;  that  the 
obffruedons  that  attend  the  muriatic  feurvy, 
whofe  feat  is  almoft  wholly  in  the  red  blood, 
are.  in  general,  foon  •  and  cafily  refolved  ; 
and  that  the  land  feurvy,  whofe  peccant 
humour  is  generally  of  a  fubtil  nature,  and 
mo  ft  apt  to  obftnnfl  and  irritate  the  fineft 
veffels  in  the  body,  is  often  exceeding  diffi¬ 
cult  of  cure,  and  very  liable  to  induce  ob- 
flinate  nervous  diforders* 
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I  fhall  obferve  here,  by  the  bye,  that  the 
rife,  progrefs,  termination,  and  ufe  of  the 
valved  lymphatics,  are  by  no  means  a  new 
difcovery ;  which  the  following  quotations 
from  Hoffman  will  inconteftably  evince. 
(Frederici  Hoffmani  Medicine  rationalis 
Syftematicse,  tom.  i,  pag.  237,)  6  Refluit 

£  femen  retentum  ex  veficulis  feminalibus  per 

5  lymphatica  vafa  ad  fanguinis  &  lymphs 

6  madam,  ob  vaforum  lymphaticorum  com- 
c  municationem,  qus  ipfis  cum  veficulis  fc- 
6  minalibus  intercedit.  Nam  fi  flatus  per 
£  tubulum  in  deferentia  vafa  fortiter  immit- 
4  titur,  non  modo  ipfe  feminales  capfuls, 
6  fed  et  tottim  lymphaticorum  fyftema,  cum 
6  du6hi  thoracko,  inflatur/  (Pag-  168  ad 
170,  tom.  ejufdem.)  ‘  Duplex  ed  origo 

4  vaforum  lymphaticorum  ;  quasdam  ex  ipfis 
c  arteriis  prodeunt,  alia  ex  porofa  &  ceilulofa 
‘  parrium  fubftantia  nafcuntur.  Lymphatica 
<  quae  ex  partium  fubftantia  oriuntur,  aquo- 
‘  fam  fucci  nutritii  partem  reforbent  ac  reve- 
‘  hunt  ad  cor.  Quia  lymphatica  vafa  ex 

5  fubftantia  partium  nafcuntur,  .quae  ibi  fub- 

fift- 

1  *  -  •«. 
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*  fifttentem  aquofam  partem  revehunt,  hinc 

*  dari  ratio  poteft,  quare  ab  ufu  fortiorum 
4  purgantium,  vel  diureticorum,  in  cachefti- 
4  d$,  copiofum  humidum  ibi  fubfiftens  in 
4  hos  canales  refprberi,  &  per  inteftinorum 
4  glandulas  expurgari  poffit.  Revehunt  veto 
4  omnia  lymphatica,  ex  univerfo  corpore, 
£  lympham  fuam  ad  capfulam  lumbar em  & 
4  chyliferum  dudum,  in  quem  fe  exonerant* 
4  Tres  rami  majores  vaforum  lymphatico- 
4  rum,  videlicet  iliacus,  mefentericus,  &  he- 
4  paticus,  capfulam  conftituunt;  qu  severe  ex 
4  partibus  fuperioribus  lympham  revehunt, 
4  ipfi  du<5hii  thoracico  imp  lan  tan  tur.  Can  (a, 
4  cur  vafa  lymphatica  per  glandulas  conglo- 
4  batas  tranfeant,  hsec  folertioribus  anatomi- 

i  . 

4  corum  videtur,  ut  nbrarum  motricium  con- 
<  tradione,  preffionem  ac  impulfdm  ipfi 
4  lymph  a  fubminlftrent/  Hoffman  not  on¬ 
ly  obferved  the  analogy  betwixt  the  lade- 
als  and  lymphatics,  but  even  terms  the  for¬ 
mer  lymphatics,  both  above  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fentence,  being  precifely  of  the 
fame  fpecies  with  thofe  that  appear  in  o- 
ther  parts  of  the  body.  4  Lympha  adduda 


una 
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i  una  cum  chylo,  quem  ctiam  vehunt  lynw 
i  phatica,  affunditur  fanguini,  ad  dextrum 
*  cordis  ventriculum  femeanti,  &c/ 

Hoffman,  indeed  fuppofes  that,  befides 
the  fyftcm  of  abforbent  valved  lymphatics, 
which  rife  from  the  cells,  and  the  feveral  in¬ 
terfaces  of  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  body, 
there  is  another  fyftem  of  fimiiar  lympha¬ 
tics  which  fpring  from  the  extremities  of 
the  arteries  where  they  terminate  in  the 
veins.  But  he  was  led  into  this  miftake  by 
Malpighius  and  Nuck  (page  1 68  )  4  Quod 

£  arteries  in  vafa  lymphatica  terminentur,  vel 
£  ex  eo  dilucefcit.  quia  flatus,  vel  liquor,  aut 
i  argentum  vivum,  flphone  per  arterias  im- 
'  miffa,  experimento  Nuchii  &  Malpighii, 
c  non  tantum  per  venas,  fed  &  per  vafa  lym- 
£  phatica  partium  tranfeunt/  However,  this 
celebrated  author’s  account  of  the  rife,  pro- 
grefs,  termination  and  office  of  the  true  ab¬ 
forbent  lymphatics  is  fufficiently  clear;  and 
I  am  perfuaded  that  the  two  eminent  an  a  to- 
mills  who,  not  long  flnce,  laid  claim  to  this 
difcovery,  would  have  never  aflumed  any 

pre- 
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jpretenfion  thereto  if  they  had  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  read  the  great  Hoffman  oil 
this  fubjed.  Some  ftiare  of  merit  is,  never- 
thelefs  due  to  Dr  Hunter,  in  having  o’ Serv¬ 
ed  that  the  injeded  wax  never  pafles  into  the 
valved  lymphatics  unlefs  the  arteries  burlf  ; 
that  by  confequenc e,  thefe  lymphatics  that 
are  fo  injeded,  are  the  true  abforbents ;  and 
that  there  is  not  a  diflind  clafs  of  valved 
lymphatics  that  fpring  irom  the  arteries: 
And  as  this  fad  is  moft  probable  a  priori, 
there  is  greater  reafon  to  acquiefce  in  the 
truth  of  it. 


X.  Observations  relative  to  the  Cure 
of  the  OPHTHALMY. 

WILLIAM  Childs,  of  Brotton,  in 
Cleveland,  aged  22,  was  feized,  in 
June  1764,  with  a  vehement  ophthalmy, 
apparently  from  a  fcrophulous  humour. 
The  right  eye,  which  was  firft  attacked* 
was  much  inflamed  ;  the  cornea  was  whit- 

ifli 
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ifli  and  opaque ;  the  eyelids  were  {wel¬ 
led,  and  flint,  and  difcharged  abundance  of 
humor,  which  was  partly  ferous,  and  partly 
thick  refembiing  pus.  The  left  eye  was  al- 
fo  affected,  but  in  a  much  lefs  degree  than 
the  other*  The  patient  was  duly  blooded* 
purged,  and  bliftered  ;  he  took  the  Peruvian 
bark,  and  fome  other  fuitable  alteratives  ■ 
mild,  cooling,  refolvent,  and  repellent  lo-* 
tions  were  applied  ;  and  he  bathed  in  the 
fea:  but  he  reaped  no  benefit  from  this 
procedure. 


I  had  propofed  putting  a  featon  under  the 
right  fide  of  the  lower  jaw,  when. I  wasfirft 
confulted  ;  the  patient  then  declined  it,  but 
was  now,  in  the  beginning  of  September* 
willing  to  have  it  done.  On  examining  the 
fpot  where  the  featon  was  to  be  introduced, 
I  perceived  a  fmall  moveable  gland,  which 
I  determined  firft  to  extirpate ;  not  only  to 
rid  the  patient  of  it,  but  alfo  in  hopes  the 
confequent  difcharge  would  be  ferviceable. 
In  cutting  out  the  gland  I  happened  to  open 
the  external  maxillary  artery,  which,  being 

a 
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a  large  branch,  bled  with  great  vehemence. 
I  immediately  filled  the  wound  with  fuz~ 
ball,  over  that  was  laid  feme  lint,  with  a 
comprefs,  and  thin  leaden  plate,  which  were 
retained  with  a  proper  bandage.  It  burft 
open,  in  five  or  fix  days  after,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient,  being  coffive,  was.  draining  at  ftool. 
His  father,  who  is  an  eminent  horfe-farrier, 
retrained  the  hemorrhage,  by  preffiag  on 
the  wound  with  a  finger,  till  I  came.  Tho? 
the  ftream  of  blood  was  now  fmall,  from  a 
rupture  of  fome  part  only  of  the  united 
wound,  yet  I  took  up  the  vefTel  with  a  liga^* 
lure,  becaufe  I  had  fome  reafon  to  believe 

o  i 

it  would  have  the  effeft  I  am  going  to  mem 
tion.  In  four  or  five  days  after  taking  up 
the  artery,  the  inflammation  of  both  eyes, 
and  the  fwelling  of  the  eyelids  of  the  right 
one  difappeared  ;  and  the  patient  could  open 
the  right  eye;  but  his  eyes  were  yet  weak 
and  tender.  I11  a  Atari  time  after,  they  be¬ 
came  quite  ftrong,  with  the  aid  of  the  bark, 
and  pouring  cold  water  on  the  head  every 
morning. 
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This  remarkable  fpeedy  recovery  can¬ 
not  be  Imputed  to  the  hemorrhage,  for  the 
patient  had  not  thereby  loft  a  pound  of 
blood  in  the  whole  ;  befides  he  had  been 
plentifully  blooded  foon  after  the  onfet  of 
the  difeafe,  without  being  in  any  wife  reliev¬ 
ed  by  It;  and  the  difcharge  from  the  wound 
which  was  foon  healed,  was  inconfiderable. 
Wherefore  the  cure,  I  think,  was  owing,  in 
a  great  meafure  to  the  taking  up  of  the  ar¬ 
tery,  a  confiderable  branch  of  which  (arte^ 
ria  angularis)  is  diftributed  partly  on  the 
mufculus  orbicularis  palpebrarum.  The  left 
eye,  indeed,  recovered  with  the  other  ;  but 
that  was  not  greatly  affefted ;  and  it  was, 
perhaps,  chiefly  fo  by  fympathy,  from  the 
vehement  and  painful  inflammation  of  the 
right  eye.  The  party’s  eyes  are  at  prefent 
quite  ftrong,  and  the  pupil  of  the  right  onq 
is  very  little  injured  by  the  difeafe. 

Having  obferved  that  the  eyes  are 
often  fpecked,  and  that  the  fight  of  an  eye 
is  fometimes  irrecoverably  loft,  from  a  vio¬ 
lent  inflammatory  defluxion ;  and  that  a 
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featon  in  the  nape  , of  the  neck  doth  feldom 
produce  an  effect  fpeedy  enough  to  prevent 
thdfe  Bad  confequences ;  efpecialiy  when  the 
peccant  humor  is  more  or  lefs  of  a  fcrophu- 
lous  nature  ;  I  was  led,  about  twelve  years 
ago*  to  make  trial  or  a  featon  under  the 
lower  jaw  I  have  fince  often  pmfrifed  it, 
particularly  in  fcrophulous  ophthalmies ;  and 
it  hath  very  feldom  failed  to  relieve  the  eyes 
mofi  effectually  in  a  fhort  time,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  much  as  pofTible,,  the  abovefaid  bad 
effects.  Vfhen  one  eye  is  affeC^ed,  or  much 
more  fo  than  the  other,  I  introduce  the  fea¬ 
ton  under  the  fame  fide  of  the  jaw  with  the 
affeCied  eye,  between  the  external  jugular 
vein  and  the  larynx.  But  when  both  eyes 
are  nearly  alike  affeCted,  I  introduce  the  fea¬ 
ton  under  the  chin, 

* 

...  f  •  •  :•  *.  \  \ 

The  moft  obftinate  and  dangerous  oph- 
thalmy  is  that  which  is  compounded  of  an 
external  and  internal  inflammation  of  the 
ball  of  the  eye.  This  dangerous  difeafe  is 
attended  with  intolerable  pain  in  the  affeCt¬ 
ed  eye,  joined  with  a  vehement  continual 

' ;  -  )  i  ?  *■ *  «k  #  1  1 
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fymptomatic  head-ach,  a  flow  fever,  and 
watching,  I  met  with  one  cafe  of  it  in  a 
publican,  aged  56,  at  Water-fall,  nigh  Guif- 
brough.  The  ufual  remedies  againft  an 
ophthalmy  had  been  adminiftered  by  an  a- 
pothecary  at  Guifbrough,  Without  doing  him. 
any  fervice.  I  was  confulted  in  the  fevcnth 
week  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  patient  was" 
greatly  reduced,  and,  to  appearance,  in  ex¬ 
treme  danger.  I  perceived  that  the  oph¬ 
thalmy  was  induced  by  3,  tranfladon  of  the 
peccant  humour  of  the  fciatica  to  the  affe<ft- 
ed  eye.  After  a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  folicrt 
a  return  of  the  fciatica  to  its  former  natural 
feat ;  by  opening  a  vein  in  the  foot ;  cup¬ 
ping,  fcarifying,  and  bliftering  the  outfide 
of  the  thigh  ;  and  the  warm  pediluvium 
impregnate  with  muftard  ;  I  introduced  2 
featon  under  the  fide  of  the  lower  jaw, 
which,  in  a  fortnight's  time,  carried  off  the 
difeafe :  But  the  fight  of  the  eye  was  quite 
loft.  As  the  good  effect  of  the  featon  was 
fo  fpeedy,  a  more  early  application  of  it, 
after  premifing  the  neceftary  evacuations, 
would  probably  have  faved  the  eye. 

When 
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W  hen  a  fcrophulous  ophthalmy  is 
attended  with  ftrum£  in  the  ^haps,  or  un~ 
der  the  ears  ;  one  of  the  ftrumous  glands 
on  each  fide  fhould  be  opened  with  a  cau- 
ftic  ;  the  confequent  difcharge  will  foon  re¬ 
lieve  the  eyes,  with  the  aid  of  proper  alte* 
ratives,  and  pouring  cold  water  on  the  head 
every  morning;  and  thus  render  a  featon 
under  the  lower  jaw  unnecefiary,  as  I  have, 
in  fome  cafes,  experienced  The  wounds 
may  be  converted  into  i fines,  that  may  be 
kept  open  till  the  cure  is  compleat, 

I  have,  in  many  inftances,  obferved  that 
bliftering  the  head,  from  the  crown  to  the 
forehead,  and  keeping  the  bliftered  part  o» 
pen  a  few  days,  doth  make  a*  moll:  power¬ 
ful  and  fpeedy  revulfion,  fo  as  often,  in  a 
fhort  time,  to  carry  off.  or  abate  very  much 
a  vehement  moift  ophthalmy,  and  that  it 
is  far  more  efficacious  than  bliftering  the 
hind  part  of  the  head,  or  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  or  the  chaps,  or  behind  the  ears. 
After  the  difeafe  is  much  abated,  and  on  the 

de- 
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decline,  bathing  in  the  Tea,  or  pouring  cold 
water  on  the  head  every  morning,  is  of  ixfoil 
fignal  fervice. 

4  * '  f  *  -  V  ,  '  \  •  • 

"  .  *  •* 

JE tHiops  mineral  is  in  excellent  medi¬ 
cine  in  many  cafes  of  this  difeafe.  I  have 
given  it  with  obfervabie  good  fuccefs  in 
fame  obftinate  cafes,  moftly  in  children  and 
youths ;  fome  times  with  the  addition  of  a 
little  cinnabar  of  antimony,  and  a  few  grains 
of  nitre*  At  firft,  I  ufually  adminiftered  the 
deco&ion  of  the  bark  with  it ;  but  I  have 
fince  obferved  that  it  is,  in  general,  as  fuc- 
cefsful  without  the  bark,  as  with  it ;  and 
that  the  bark  feldom  does  any  fervice  till  the 
inflammation  is  on  the  decline.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  proper  to  give  the  deco&ion  of  the 
bark  with  the  asthiops,  in  fcrophulous  cafes, 
and  to  patients  of  a  puny  relaxed  habit ,  of 
,  body.  The  efficacy  of  asthiops,  in  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  was,  long  fince,  obferved  by  the  fa¬ 
mous  Dr  Cheyne ;  and  I  have  often  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  this  obfervation  verified  in 
the  courfe  of  my  pra&ice ;  which  I  thought 
proper  to  mention  here,  becaufe  the  isthi- 
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pps  has  long  been  In  difrepute ;  from  the 
character  given  of  it  by  fome  chemifts,  and 
writers  on  the  materia  medica  ;  who  form 
their  judgment  of  it,  chiefly  from  the  che¬ 
mical  analyfis  of  fulphur,,  and  the  intimate 
union  of  the  fulphur  and  quickfilver  in  this 
compofition.  They  farther  urge  that,  fup- 
poring  the  ^thiops  contained  principles  that 
were  likely  to  be  of  fervice  as  an  alterative, 
it  can  do  very  little,  becaufe  fome  of  the  vo¬ 
latile  parts  of  it  only  can  enter  into  the  lac- 
teals.  But  there  is  no  reafoning  again!! 
fa&s  confirmed  by  experience,  which  is  the 
grand  rule  in  the  pra&ice  of  medicine.  We 
know  that  fulphurous  mineral  waters  owe 
their  extraordinary  virtues  chiefly  to  a  final! 
proportion  of  a  volatile  fulphur  which  they 
contain  ;  and  from  long  and  almoft  daily 
experience  I  know  that  flowers  of  fulphur, 
or  even  the  common  crude  fulphur  in  pow¬ 
der,  is  one  of  the  beft  medicines  for  inter¬ 
nal  ufe,  we  are  ppfleffed  of,  in  very  many 
diforders  which  derive  their  origin  from  the 
peccant  humours  peculiar  to  cutaneous  e~ 
ruptions,  or  the  land-fcurvy  ;  and  alfo  in 

many 
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many  fcrophulous  cafes ;  and  that  it  not 
only  is  an  excellent  corre&or,  but  alfo  a 
tnoft  powerful  effluent,  with  regard  to  fucfa 
fcorbutic  humours,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  fulphur  alone  is  more  efficacious,  as  an 
effluent  and  fpecific  antifcorbutic,  than  when 
combined  with  the  crude  mercury;  becaufe 
its  particles  are  varniffied  over  by  the  mer¬ 
cury,  fo  as  to  confine,  in  a  great  meafure, 
their  volatile  principle,  which  alone  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  entering  the  la&eals,  and  the 
tranfcolating  pores:  But,  as  an  attenuant 
and  deobftruent,  the  asthiops  mineral  is, 
more  fuccefsful  than  the  fulphur  alone, 

f  ■  -  ■  .  ■  ' .  ■  "  V  t 

The  aetliiops,  if  taken  in  pretty  large 
dofes,  fometimes  proves  laxative ;  and  fome 
may  afcribe  its  good  effefts,  in  an  ophthalniy, 
to  its  opening  quality  It  may,  no  doubt, 
be  of  fervice  by  operating  in  that  manner, 
efpecially  in  patients  that  are  coftive  and 
plethoric  ;  but  I  have  obferved  the  fame 
good  effe&s  from  it,  in  this  difeafe,  when  it 
did  not  prove  in  the  leaft  opening.  But 
when  the  ophthaimy  is  very  obftinate,  the 

asthi- 
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dEthiops  will  ofteti  fail  of  fuccefs,  without 
the  aid  of  a  veficatory  on  the  head,  or  a  fe¬ 
te  a  under  the  lower  jaw,  and  other  necef- 
fary  evacuations.  Thefe  powerful  refources, 
however,  are  often  neceffary,  at  leaft  to¬ 
wards  making  a  fpeedy  and  perfect  cure, 
as  before  obferved. 

So  M  E  have  acquired  a  prejudice  againft 
the  internal  life  of  fulphur,  by  reafon  of  the 
arfenical  principle  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain* 
The  powder  of  tin,  which  is  as  harmlefs  as 
the  fulphur,  is  liable  to  the  fame  objeftiona 
priori.  They  may  alfo,  with  like  reafon,  a- 
ver  that  fulphur  muft  be  highly  deletereous 
to  the  human  body,  becaufe  by  much  the 
greater  part  of  it  confifts  of  a  ponderous  vi¬ 
triolic  acid,  or  oil  of  vitriol.  Indeed  feme  a- 
ciults,  particularly  women  of  a  delicate  ha¬ 
bit,  that  are  fubjeft  to  hyfterics,  or  that  have 
tender  bowels,  and  fome  from  a  peculiar 
conftitution,  are  griped  by  fulphur  ;  but  it 
is  remarkable  that  it  aim  oft  always  agrees 7 
well  with  children  and  youths.  Ill  this  par¬ 
ticular  it  refembies  honey,  which  gripes 
fome  adults  intolerably,  but  rarely  difagrecs 
with  youths. 

R  T  H  E 
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The  opacity  of  the  cornea  lucida,  and 
{pecks,  pccafioned  by  an  ophthalmy,  when 
this  difeafe  is  not  highly  fcrophulous,  do  of¬ 
ten  difappear  with  the  inflammation,  or  foon 
alter.  I  have  often  known  frnall  fpecks  re¬ 
cede  fpontaneoufly,  after  continuing  two  or 
three  years,  in  confequence  of  an  increafe 
of  the  ftrength  of  the  tender  eye.  Where¬ 
fore  we  ought  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  having 
recoil rfe  to  fharp  corrofive  topics,  with  a 
view  to  deftroy  the  fpeck ;  efpeeially  as  they 
are  moll:  apt  to  folicit  a-frefh  defluxion  upon 
the  eye.  Befides,  unlefs  the  fpeck  be  pro¬ 
minent,  auftere  aftringent  corrofive  applica¬ 
tions  fhould  feem  very  improper,  as  they 
have,  in  general,  no  refolvent  quality,  e-xclu- 
five  of  what  may  fometimes  refill t  from 
their  aftringent  property.  The  moft  pow¬ 
erful  attenuant,  refolvenqand  deterfive  mild 
medicines,  whofe  particles  are  very  minute, 
and  fufceptive  of  being  readily  admitted,  by 
the  tranfcolating  pores,  to  the  local  affec¬ 
tion,  fhould  feem  the  moft  proper  for  car¬ 
rying  off  fpecks,  and  recovering  the  transpa¬ 
rency  of  the  cornea.  I  carried  off  a  final! 
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fpeck  of  two  years  fending,  in  a  fhort  time, 
by  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  following  mild  lo¬ 
tion.  R.  boracis  pulv  5 faqch.  albiis.  5!  acI® 
rofar.  wd.  m.  fiat  collyrium  in  oculuni  affech 
frequenter  inftillandum.  I  was  led  to  make 
trial  of  the  borax,  by  reafon  of  its  extraor¬ 
dinary  power  in  often  quickly  deftroying 
the  idiopathic  thrufh  incident  to  new-born 
children  which  is  an  undoubted  proof  of 

•  7  i 

its  being  po defied  of  the  above-mentioned 
medical  qualities  in  an  eminent  degree.  I 
have  often  given  the 'borax  internally, .  with 
obiervable  fuccefs,  where  a  medicine  poffef- 
fed  of  the  abovefaid  qualities  was  indicat¬ 
ed,  particularly  in  flow  fevers  with  a  furred 
tongue :  and,  as  it  is  of  a  temperate  nature, 
it  may  likewife  be  given  in  acute  fevers,  in 
a  fniall  dole  :  Wherefore  I  often  add  fome 
grains  of  it  to  the  neutral  faline  mixture  ; 
and  fometimes  I  combine  it  with  nitre  and 
camphire,  in  cafes  where  fuch  an  attendant 
and  diaphoretic  medicine  is  required.  But 
the  mod  efficacious  deftroycr  of  a  An  all  pro¬ 
minent  fpeck,  is  the  aluminous  powder, 
-  compofed  of  burnt  alluni  and  fine  loaf  fu- 
The  burnt  alum  Is  pollefled  of  atte- 
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nuant  and  inciding  qualities  ;  and  I  have  gi¬ 
ven  it,  with  fupcefs,  blended  with  fimple  o 
xymeh  in  a  pituitous  ...afthma,  with  the 
addition  of  fome  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  to 
blunt  a  little  the  ftiarpnefs  of  the  oxy- 
njeh  and  render  it  more  attequant  and 
diaphoretic. 

Th  e  following  well  known  lotion  is 
the  bed  I  have  yet  experienced  for  an  oph- 
thalmy:  R.  Aq.  font,  gviii.  Album,  ovi 
unius.  Alum.  rup.  gi.  ni.  s.  a.  A  little  of 
this  fliould  be  dropt  into  the  affe&ed  eye 
every  night  and  morning  ;  and  it  fhould  be 
covered  with  a  linen  rag  fojded  and  moid~ 
ened  with  the  lotion.  When  a  little  ulcer 
is  formed  in  the  cornea  lucida,  the  cure 
will  depend  in  fome  meafure  on  proper 


I  have  met  with  two  cafes  of  a  flight  but 
painful  ophthalmy,  with  dimnefs  of  fight ; 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  very  fmall  hard 
black  fubftance,  refembling  a  finall  feed,  that 
was  fixed  in  the  cornea  lucida.  One  of 
thefe,  which  occurred  two  years  fince,  I 
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diflodged  with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  a 
fjiarrifeft  impreffion  was  obfervahle  where  it 
lodged.  In  attempting  to  take  off  the  o- 
ther,  whi  h  occurred  lately,  it  was  lopfened 
by  a  quick  motion  of  the  eye-ball  again  ft 
the  upper  eye-Jid.  The  eye,  in  bath  cafes, 
was  fpeedily  relieved  after  freeing  it  from 
that  offenfive  particle.  In  a  late  magazine, 
I  '  1  an  account  of  a  fimilar  cafe,  that  was 
treated  bv  a  French  furueon,  who  affirms 
that  the  abovefaid  particle  is  an  infect. 


XL  Ob few  at  ions  on  the  I  l  iac  Pa  ssion, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  Cute . 

AUTHORS  generally  adyife  copious 
bleeding  in  the  iliac  paffion,  or  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  fmall  mteftines,  without 
making  a  proper  diftinftion  betwixt  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies  of  it :  I  fhall  only  mention 
their  chief  diftinguifhing  fymptoms.  The 
mo  ft  common  fpecies  of  this  dlfeafe,  which 
I  fhall  term  the  fir  ft,  hath  an  affinity  with  a 
phlegmon,  or  an  immalignant  plainly,  or 


I 


134  Medical  Essays 

an  inflammatory  rheumatic  defluxion.  It 
is  attended  with  a  pretty  large,  ftrong,  and 
fomewhat  hard,  but  not  very  quick  pulfe, 
and  a  tough  fizy  blood.  The  patient  fel- 
dom  vomits  in  the  firft  flage  of  the  difeafe  ; 
he  has  little  or  no  ficknefs  or  anxiety  at  the 
prascordia  ;  and  bears  bleeding  well,  and 
is  relieved  by  it:  Wherefore  this  difeafe 
feldom  proves  fatal  under  good  manage- 
fiient. 

T  n  e  fecond  fpecies,  which  is  the  true 
malignant  iliac  paffion,  is  the  refult  of  a 
vehement  eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the 
ilium,  or  feme  portion  of  that  gut.  Exclu- 
five  of  the  intolerable  pain  at  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe,  it  is  attended  with  vomiting,  tho 
not  always  at  its  onfet ;  extreme  ficknefs  or 
anxiety  at  the  praecordia ;  infatiable  thirft; 
great  and  hidden  debility  ;  and  a  pale  de¬ 
jected  countenance.  The  pulfe  is  fmall, 
weak  and  quick ;  the  febril  heat  is  inconfi- 
defable,  and  mo  ft  remifs  in  the  extremities ; 
and  fometimes  there  is  a  true  lipyria,  or  a 
fenfe  of  great  heat  In  the  bowels  while  the 
'  exterior  parts  are  cold,  and  bedewed  with  a 

cold 
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cold  clammy  fweat ;  at  lead  in  the  fecond 

flage,  when  a  mortification  of  the  inflamed 
portion  is  about  to  commence.  This  difeafe 
ends  in  death;  fooner  or  later,  before  the 
fourth  day. 

T  h  e  third  fpecies,  which  is  mod  in¬ 
cident  to  youths  betwixt  15  and  20  years 
of  age,  is  of  a  middle  nature  betwixt  the 
two  former  forts  \  and  is  rather  more  dan¬ 
gerous  than  the  firfb  fpecies,  but  far  lefs  fo 
than  the  fecond.  In  this,  too,  the. blood  is 
florid  and  unfizy ;  the  face  is  flufhed  ;  the 
febril  heat  is  pretty  uniformly  diftributed 
throughout  the  body  ;  the  tongue  is  whi- 
tifli  *  and  the  third  is  great ;  the  pain  in  the 
umbilical  region  is  vehement  :  but  the  pa- 

O  '  JL 

tient  has  little  or  no  anxiety,  or  languoiy 
-and  vomits  not*  or  but  feldom,  in  the  firft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe.  I  met  with  one  cafe  of 
this  difeafe  in  a  youth,  aged  1 6,  which  was 
.  fupervened  by  fome  degree  of  an  emprof- 
thotonus,  and  was  cured  by  the  procedure 
Ipecifled  in  the  fequel. 

A  n  intro-fufceptio  may  induce  am  In- 

flam-’ 
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fiammation  of  an  inteftine,  or  it  may  fixper- 
vene  an  inflammation  :  But  i  am  of  opinion 
It  is  mo  ft  commonly  induced  by  a  flatulent 
colic ;  becaufe  the  contracted  portion  of  the 
gut  may  eafily  b :  admitted  into  the  contigu¬ 
ous  inflated  portion. 


n- 


The  cure  of  the  fir  ft  fpecies  is  p'erforn 
cd  by  repeated  bleeding,  agreta*  ie  to  the 
Indications ;  mild  demulcent  laxative  gly- 
fters  ;  a  dofe  or  two  of  the  feline  purge  fpe- 
cified  in  the  fequel ;  mild,  grateful  cooling, 
emollient,  demulcent  mid  diaphoretic  dilu¬ 
ents.  But  nothing  is  fo  efficacious  in  this 
dileafe  as  new  butter-milk,  with  all,-  or 
great  part  of  Its  butter*  It  fhoiild  be  churn- 
ed  occaflonally  in  a  bottle  for  this  purpofe  ; 
the  patient  drinking  a  tea-cup  full  of  it  fre¬ 
quently.  This  Is  more  grateful,  cooling, 
laxative  and  refrefliihg  than  fweet  oil,  which 
Is  apt  to  be  naufeated  by  thofe  who  have 
not  been  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  it ;  and 
I  have  often  ordered  it  with  great  fiiccefs  in 
all  inflammatory  dlfordets  of  the  bowels, 
with  conftipation.  The  warm  half  bath  is 
mfo  exceeding  ferviceable  in  this  fpecies. 
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The  belly  may  be  embrocated  with  a  mix- 
tiire  of  equal  parts  of  fweet  oil  and  vinegar* 
and  covered  with  flannel ;  which  is  prefe¬ 
rable  to  wet  epithems ;  it  may,  fome  tithes, 
however,  be  fomented,  with  advantage. 
The  purge  here  recommended  is  the  foT 
lowing:  Sem.  Anis.  5*h  coque  ex  aq. 

forit,  lbi  ifpatio  \  hor^e  ;  in  colatura  folve 
Sal.  cath.  amar.  ifs  Mann.  opt.  Jfs;  cola 
iterum,  et  divide  in  quatiior  partes  equates, 
quarum  bihat  unam  omni  feiiiihora.  This 
purge*  with  a  calomel  pill,  fhould  be  admi- 
niftered  at  the  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  after  a 
copious  blooding;  and  alfo  when  it  is  oh 
the  decline  ;  and  may  be  aided  by  a  laxa¬ 
tive  glyfter*  or  two,  if  neCeffary.  It  is  the 
inoft  efficacious  purge  in  obftinate  conftipa- 
tions,  as  is  obfeirved  in  the  foregoing';  and 
rnoft  effectually  evacuates  indurated  fseces, 
efpecially  after  the  exhibition  of  oily  medi¬ 
cines.  In  that  interval,  the  body  fhould  be 
kept  open  with  new  churn-milk  and  butter* 
aided  by  glyfters,  as  is  above  directed :  And, 
in  cafe  of  vomiting,  or  a  very  obffinate  con- 
ffipation,  a  dram  or  two  of  crude  mercury 
may  be  taken  in  each  draught  of  the  butter 
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milk;  and  a  large  veficatory  fhould  be  ap¬ 
plied  on  the  in  fide  of  one  thigh. 

‘The  fecond  fpecies  of  the  iliac  paffion, 
which  is  exceeding  obftinate,  and  fpeedily 
fatal,  proceeds  from  the  mo  ft  acute  fpecies 
of  the  eryfipelas  which  is  attended  with  lit¬ 
tle  tumour,  and  unfizy  blood,  and  is  mo  ft 
apt  to  terminate  in  a  mortification,  and  will 
not  admit  of  copious  blooding.  As  this 
fpecies  of  the  eryfipelas  is  moveable,  and 
apparently  refults  from  an  exceeding  acrid 
and  inflammatory  fcorbutic  humour,  that 
has  a  near  affinity  with  the  peccant  humour 
of  an  inflammatory  gout,  the  following  pro¬ 
cedure  fhould  feem  to  promife  the  greateft 
fuccefs  therein.  At  the  onfet  of  the  difeafe, 
let  fix  or  feven  ounces  of  blood  be  drawn 
from  one  foot,  or  three  or  four  ounces  from 
each  foot.  After  that,  without  lofs  of  time, 
cup  and  fcarify  the  fuperior  and  anterior 
portions  of  the  thighs,  contiguous  to  the 
groins,  and  apply  large  bliftering  plaifters 
upon  them  1  At  the  fame  time,  adminifter  a 
dofe  of  a  folution  of  Sal.  cath.  Am.  and 
Manna,  in  a  weak  decoftion  of  anifeed ; 
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with  a  calomel  pill :  the  patient  taking  it  at 
three  or  four  draughts,  as  is  directed  in  the 
foregoing ;  and  let  its  operation  be  forward¬ 
ed  with  glyfters.  But  if  that  purge  fhould 
be  thrown  up,  immediate  recourfe  mu  ft  be 
had  to  the  churn-milk  and  butter ;  the  pa¬ 
tient  drinking  half  a  fm&ll  tea-cup  full  of  it, 
with  a  dram  or  two  of  crude  mercury,  eve- 
ry  half  hour.  During  this  courfe  let  a  lax¬ 
ative  glyfter  be  inje&ed  every  two  or  three 
hours ;  embrocate  the  belly  with  Spt.  Sal. 
Aram,  Vitriol,  dulc.  Ol.  Amygdah  dulc.  a. 
p.  x .  and  cover  it  with  warm  flannel ;  and 
let  the  legs  and  feet  be  wrapped  in  flannel, 
and  kept  warm  with  a  hot  brick,  or  a  large 
bottle  full  of  hot  water,  if  neceffary.  As 
foon  as  the  body  is  opened,  and  the  inflam¬ 
mation  abated  by  this  procedure,  a  pretty 
full  dofe  of  the  abovefaid  purging  draught 
fhould  be  adminiftered  with  a  calomel  pill  - 
After  that,  the  patient  will  require  little 
more  than  a  proper  diet;  which  fhould 
confift  of  thin  light  foods  till  the  fibres  of 
the  inteftines  fhall  have  recovered  their  na¬ 
tural  tone. 
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The  quickfilver,  exhibited  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  produces  its  good  effefts,  by  its  cool- 
ing,  refolvent,  repellent  and  laxative  quali¬ 
ties  ;  it  is  not  only  of  itfelf  fomewhat  laxa¬ 
tive  but  is  of  Angular  fervice  by  determining 
other  mild  laxatives  downwards,  when  the 
peri  taltic  motion  is  more  or  lefs  inverted; 
and  as  it  is  not  neceffary  to  exceed  five  or 
fix  ounces  of  it,  and  often  not  above  two  or 
three  ounces  when  taken  in  this  manner,  it 
can  do  no  harm  by  its  weight ;  which  it  is 
very  apt  to  do  when  given  in  a  large  draught 
with  a  view  to  force  the  obftruction  in  the 
inflamed  gut.  By  this  procedure  I  have 
cured  feme  cafes  of  an  iliac  paflion,  with  un- 
fizy  blood,  that  probably  would  have  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  in  four  or  five  days,  or  perhaps  foon- 
er :  But  the  mo  ft  malignant  and  fpeedy  fatal 
cafes  of  this  difeafe  will  often,  I  believe,  e- 
lude  every  refource  yet  difeovered.  If 
cream,  for  churning,  cannot  be  had,  or  if 
the  patient  be  troubled  with  flatus,  the 
crude  mercury  may  be  given  in  fweet 
oik 
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Th  e  third  fpecies  of  the  iliac  paffion,  tho? 
the  blood  therein  is  rarely,  in  any  degree, 
ilzy,  will  admit  of  more  copious  blooding 
than  the  fecond  fpecies.  A  veficatory  on  the 
infide  of  one  thigh  is  generally  of  fervice  here; 
the  half  warm  bath  gives  great  relief ;  and 
the  Thebaic  tinffure,  tho’  improper,  or  at 
lead  ineffectual  in  the  two  preceding  fpecies, 
is  here  of  fignal  fervice.  The  aforeiaid  fa- 
line  purge,  with  manna,  and  a  calomel  pill, 
generally  operates  in  this  fpecies,  if  given  in 
due  time,  before  the  perihaltic  motion  is  rc~ 
verfed ;  after  which  the  body  may  be  kept 
open  with  churn-milk  and  butter,  or  fvveet 
oil,  or  lenient  demulcent  laxatives,  and  gly- 
fters ;  and  the  crude  mercury  will  feldom 
be  neeeffary.  But  if  the  difeafe,  after  the 
body  is  opened,  Ihould  be  of  long  continu¬ 
ance  ;  or  if  the  peccant  humour,  after  being 
partly,  or  wholly  diflodged,  fhould  fhift 
from  one  part  to  another ;  alcalized  mercu¬ 
ry,  in  fmall  dozes,  to  the  amount  of  ten  or 
fifteen  grains  a  day,  will  be  of  great  fervice : 
provided  the  attendant  fever  be  not  acute, 
with  a  white  or  furred  tongue.  It  is  offer- 

vice, 
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vice,  in  this  fpecies,  to  promote  breathing 
fweats,  with  the  neutral  faline  mixture  im¬ 
pregnated  with  camphor,  or  weak  white- 
wine  whey ;  or  with  water  gruel  or  balm 
tea,  impregnate  with  a  little  faffron  and 
white- wine:  Thefe  fhould  be  drank  hot  af¬ 
ter  coming  out  of  the  half  warm  bath,  which 
will  very  much  contribute  to  caufe  a  ten? 
dency  to Tweeting. 
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XII.  Of  the  Inflammatory  Swelling 

of  the  Coats  of  the  Bladder. 

THIS  difeafe,  which  is  compounded 
of  an  eryfipelas  and  oedema,  is  mod 
incident  to  men  between  forty-five  and  fix- 
ty  years  of  age.  Tho*  it  is  not  very  unfre¬ 
quent,  feveral  cafes  of  it  having  occurred  in 
the  courfe  of  my  practice,  moftly  in  the 
clofe  of  autumn,  yet  it  is_  not  taken  particu¬ 
lar  notice  of  by  any  author  that  I  know.  It 
begins,  like  all  other  inflammatory  and  fe- 
verifh  diforders,  by  unufual  chilly nefs,  which 
is  attended  with  an  obtufe  pain  in  the  region 

of 
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of  the  bladder  :  A  circumfcribed  hard  tu¬ 
mor  of  that  organ  foon  becomes  manifelft 
the  pain  increafes,  and  a  ftrangury  commen¬ 
ces  ;  with  fome  anxiety,  or  oppreffion  at 
the  prascordia.  a  fever,  and  great  third:.  By 
the  third  or  fourth  day,  the  hard  tumor 
reaches  as  high  as  the  navel,  is  of  an  oblong 
or  oval  form,  and  apparently  about  the  fize 
of  a  pig’s  bladder  when  full  blown.  The 
patient  has  a  continual  defire  to  make  water, 
and  voids  about  a  fpoonful,  and  often  fome 
drops  only  of  pale  urine  at  each  effort.  The 
fuperior  portion  of  the  return  is  compreffed 
by  the  enlarged  bladder ;  which  fometimes 
prevents  the  defcent  of  the  feces,  and  the 
ingrefs  of  glyfters ;  for  the  mod  part,  how¬ 
ever,  there  is  fome  little  pafiage  left  for  thin 
feces ;  and  in  fome  cafes,  when  the  (wel¬ 
ling  is  of  a  lefs  fize,  the  patient  is  eafii/ 
purged. 

I  f  the  fwelling  is  very  considerable,  and 
begins  not  to  fubfide  bet  ore  the  eighth  day, 
efpecially  if  the  blood  is  unfizy,  an  ifehury 
commences,  and  the  difeafe  proves  fatal  on 
the  1  ith  or  12th  day  from  its  oiifet.  This 

ife- 
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ifchury,  beitlg  induced  by  a  confiderable 
fwelling  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  which 
prevents  the  ingrefs  of  the  urine,  from  the 
ureters,  conftitutes  a  third  fpecies,  which  is 
different  from  either  a  true  or  fpurious 
ifchhry. 

T  H  e  r  E  are  two  fpecies  of  this  difeafe : 
In  the  one,  the  eryiipelas  is  prevalent ;  the 
the  pain  is  violent,  and  attended  with  a  large 
and  fomewhat  hard  puife,  and  tough  fizy 
blood  ;  the  cure  of  it  is  performed  chiefly 
by  repeated  blooding  ;  and  the  difeafe  very 
feldom  proves  fatal,  unlefs  the  patient  is  old, 
and  of  a  weak  conftitution,  or  bad  habit  of 
body.  After  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  the 
hard  fwelling  (ubfides  by  very  flow  degrees : 
Sometimes  it  does  not  quite  recede" in  four  or 
five  months  ;  and  while  any  tumor  remains 
it  is  attended  with  an  incontinency'of  urine 
or  an  inability  of  retaining  it  long.  In  one 
man,  aged  45,  the  hard  fwelling  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  after  being  much  reduced,  terminated  in 
a  fchirrus,  with  incontinency  of  urine,  which 
continued  till  he  was  carried  off,  two  years 
after,  by  a  flow  fever. 
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1  N  the  other  fpecies  the  oedema  ihoulci 
feem  to  be  prevalent,  fince  the  pain  attend¬ 
ing  the  hard  fwelling  of  the  bladder  is  Id's 
vehement  than  in  the  former ;  amounting 
only  to  an  obtufe  pain,  joined  with  great 
oppreflion  or  uneafinefs  at  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe.  In  this  fpedes  the  blood  may  be 
either  a  little  fizy,  or  not  fizy  at  all  ;  but 
when  it  is  florid  the  cafe  is  more  dangerous, 
and  moil  apt  to  terminate  in  a  fatal  ifchury.- 
A  weaver  in  Ayton,  in  Cleveland  aged  46, 
had  this  difeafe  with  a  fomewhat  fizy  blood, 
without  being  confined  to  his  bed;  but  the 
hard  fwelling  of  the  bladder  was  not  very 
great.  After  the  inflammation  was  abated 
by  two  moderate  bloodings,  and  fuitable  o- 
pening  and  cooling  medicines,  the  tumour 
began  to  fubfide.  He  had  the  incontinency 
of  urine  a  long  time,  and  the  tumour  was 
five  months  in  going  quite  off.  A  farmer, 
•  in  Wilton,  aged  about  50,  was  feized  with 
this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  with  unfizy 
blood  In  this  cafe,  die  hard  circiimfcribed 
fwelling  was  very  large,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
ingrefs  of  glyfters ;  the  pulfe  was  not  quick, 
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nor  the  patient’s  third  great;  he  had  a  fenfe 
of  great  oppreilion  and  uneaftnefs,  but  on¬ 
ly  an  obtufe  pain,  at  the  feat  of  the  difeafe ; 
his  blood  was  florid  and  unfizy  ;  bleeding 
did  him  no  fervice,  nor  did  the  half  warm 
bath  give  him  any  relief.  On  the  7th  day, 
the  ftangury  terminated  in  an  ifchury  and 
on  the  1 1  th  he  expired.  Before  his  death* 
the  fwelhng  fabfided  a  little,  fo  as  to  permit 
the  defcent  of  thin  feces,  and  the  ingrefs  of 
glyllers. 

I  n  this  difeafe,  very  little  urine  can  get 
into  the  bladder  ;  and  the  cavity  of  this  or¬ 
gan  is  very  much  diminiihed  by  the  dwelling 
of  its  coats  ;  as  I  have  obferved  by  intro¬ 
ducing  the  catheter.  The  feat  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  fliould  feem  to  be  chiefly  in  the  out¬ 
ward  coat  of  the  bladder,  which  the  perito¬ 
neum  affords  it,  and  in  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  which  connects  it  with  the  mufcular 
coat. 

p 

This  difeafe  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  from 
a  true  ifchury.  In  the  latter  the  tumour  in 
in  the  hypogaftric  region  is  tenfe,  yielding 
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and  elaftic,  and  never  hard,  nor  fo  promi¬ 
nent,  or  manifeftly  circumferibed  as  the  hard 
inflammatory  tumour  of  the  coats  of  the 
bladder.  The  true  ifchury  is  attended  with 
intolerable  anxiety  or  uneafmefs  in  the  hy- 
pogaftric  region,  without  any  acute  pain  a- 
bove  the  pubes ;  and  It  generally  begins  at 
once,  either  from  a  fpafinodic  conftridion 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  from  a  fmall 
ftone;  and  very  rarely  by  an  antecedent 
ftrangury  as  in  the  above-mentioned  inflam¬ 
matory  difcafe.  The  procedure  that  fuc- 
ceeded  beft  with  me  againfl  this  difeafe  is 
the  following  : 

In  the  firft,  or  moft  inflammatory  fpe- 
cies,  with  fizy  blood,  the  cure  depends 
chiefly  on  repeated  blooding,  agreeable  to 
the  indications,  as  is  already  obferved.  The 
body  fhould  be  opened,  as  foon  as  the  di.l~ 
eafe  begins,  with  new  churn -milk  and  butter, 
or  fweetoil  mixed  with  a  folution  of  manna, 
aided  by  glyfters.  As  foon  as  that  is  done, 
adminifter  a  full  dofe  of  Sal.  cath  Am.  in  a 
weak  deco&ion  of  anifeed,  with  a  calomel 
pill;  and  repeat  this  purge  occafionally. 

'  "  The 
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The  patient  s  drink  fhould  be  cooling,  de¬ 
mulcent  refolvent  and  diaphoretic  ;  but  he 
fhouid  drink  fparingly  till  the  urine  be¬ 
gins  to  come  pretty  freely  away.  The 
tumour  in  the  hypogaftric  region  may  be 
chaffed  frequently  with  Spt*  Mindereri 
warm,  and  covered  with  flannel ;  and  the 
half-warm  bath,  which  is  of  f  rvice  in  this 
fpecies,  may  be  ufed  once  or  twice  a-day. 
If.  by  means  of  due  blooding,  and  thefe  re¬ 
medies,  the  tumour  begins  not,  by  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day,  to  diminifh  apace,  ap¬ 
ply  a  large  veiicatory  on  the  infide  of  one 
thigh;  and  let  the  body  be  kept  foluble 
with  the  following  elefiuary,  which  I  have 
ordered  with  obfervable  fuccefst  R.  Ele6h 
ienitiv.  Fior.  Sulph.  Tartar  SolubiL 
Cremor.  Tart  a.  ^fs.  Hydrargyr.  (cum  Te¬ 
rebinth.  Venet.  pauxillo  extinft.)  5ij.  Pulv. 
Jalap.  5i*  Syr.  Rofar.  folutiv.  q.  f.  ut  fiat 
Ele<5t  de  quo  capiat  mag.  n.  m.  parvuL 
mane  et  vefperi,  indies ;  vel  quantum  fufff 
ciet  ad  alvum  liberam  fervandam. 

If,  after  the  ceafing  of  the  inflammati¬ 
on,  and  attendant  fever,  a  fciall  indolent 
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tumour  remains,  with  incontinency  of  u- 
rjtne,  the  following  pills,  which,  in  this  cir« 
eumftance,  have  been  moft  efficacious,  may 
be  adminiftered.  R.  Sapon.  Hifpan. 
Mercur.  alcaUzat.  Baifam.  Copaib.  q.  s. 
ut  fiant  pil.  quarum  deglutiantur  iv.  omni 
nofte  et  mane,  fuperbibendo  decod:.  Cort. 
Rad.  Bardan.  gvi.  Thefe  pills,  and  the 
chaffing  of  the  region  of  the  pubes  with 
Spt.  Mindereri,  or  a  folution  of  Spaniffi 
fppe,  ffiould  be  continued  till  the  remaining 
tumor  is  quite  difoerfed. 

The  party,  during  this  courfe,  ffiould 
eat  fparingly  of  butcher’s  meat,  and  live 
chiefly  on  milk,  and  vegetable  foods ;  per¬ 
il  fling  much  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  vegetables 
as  are  emollient,  refolvent,  and  diaphoretic  ; 
fuch  as  boiled  greens,  afparagus,  parfnips, 
turnips,  celeri,  water-crefies,  dandelion,  and 
other  falading,  muftard,  cfchalots,  garlick, 
ripe  fruits,  fruit-pies,  and  the  like  ;  abftain- 
ing  from  faked  meat,  dried  or  faked  fjfh, 
cheefe,  ale,  and  undiluted  fpirituous  liquors. 
The  moft  fuitable  drinks,  in  this  cafe,  are, 
molaftes-beer  medicated  with  fir-tops ;  weak 
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punch  acidulated  with  the  juice  of  Seville 
oranges ;  white  wine  negus ;  porter,  and 
the  like* 

The  cure  of  the  fecond  fpecies,  if  the 
blood  is  in  no  wife  fizy,  and  the  tumour  is 
large,  will  depend  chiefly  on  making  a  pow¬ 
erful  revulfion  by  the  application  of  a  large 
veficatory  on  the  infide  of  each  thigh,  at  the 
onfet  of  the  difeafe,  after  one  moderate 
blooding  from  the  foot ;  the  belly  being 
kept  open,  if  pofflble,  throughout  the 
courfe  of  the  catarrhal  difeafe,  as  is  above 
directed* 

The  above  mentioned  regimen  is  re¬ 
commended,  not  from  the  obfervance  of  its 
efficacy  in  refolving  hard  tumours,  but  in 
compliance  with  the  ufual  practice  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes.  But  as  the  fope  pills  had  an  ob- 
fervable  good  effect,  perhaps  the  alealefeent 
diet,  fuch  as  Dr  Chittwick  directs  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  with  his  lithontriptic,  would  be  more 
proper. 

XIII.  Of 
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XIII.  Of  the  Chronic  Dysury. 

H  E  fymptoms  of  the  dyfury  do  fo 
A  much  refemble  thofe  that  attend  a 
ft  one  in  the  bladder  that  fidlful  phyficians 
have  often  miftaken  the  former  difeafe  for 
the  latter.  Indeed,  in  fome  cafes  of  the 
dyfury,  particularly  where  it  is  complicated 
with  a  ftrangury,  or  fpafmodic  coriftriftion 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  a  difcharge 
of  ropy  mucus,  fearching,  at  lead:  with  a 
finger,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  order  to 
afcertain  the  difeafe.  In  general,  however, 
they  are  eafily  diftinguifhed ;  becaufe  the 
dyfury  is  rarely  attended  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the  ftone.  i .  A 
great  difficulty  of  making  water,  and  its 
coming  away  fometimes  drop  by  drop.  2. 
The  patient  feldom  eje<5ls  the  urine  with  a 
free  and  uninterrupted  ftream  till  the  whole 
is  voided.  3.  He  commonly  urines  more 
freely  in  a  horizontal  than  in  an  ere<ft  atti¬ 
tude.  4,  He  generally  complains  of  a 
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fenfe  of  weight  and  uneafinefs  in  the  blad¬ 
der.  5  He  has  fometimes  violent  fits  of 
continual  pain,  in  the  bladder,  or  in  its 

neck,  either  from  a  fymptofnatic  inflamma- 
tion  of  the  villous  coat  of  that  organ,  in¬ 
duced  by  the  friction  of  a  rough  (tone,  of 
by  the  ftone  being  partly  fixed  in  the  neck 
of  the  bladder. 

The  dyfiiry  is  moft  incident  to  perfon^ 
above  45  years  of  age.  In  this  difeafe5 
when  idiopathic,  and  unattended  by  a  tu¬ 
mour  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  a  con- 
ftriftion  of  it,  or  of  the  urethra,  or  with  a 
copious  excretion  of  ropy  mucus,  the  urine 
is  voided  freely,  and  in  a  full  ftream  ;  and 
the  patient  has  no  acute  pain,  except  in 
urining,  and  for  a  fhort  time  after  ;  and,  at 
thefe  times,  the  pain  is  fometimes  more  vio¬ 
lent,  particularly  in  the  glans,  than  in  the 
cafe  of  a  confirmed  ftone ;  nay,  what  is 
more  furprifing,  the  urine  is  often  more 
apt  to  become  bloody,  from  exercife,  fuch 
as  walking,  or  riding  on  horfeback,  and  the 
difcharge  of  blood  is  greater,  in  the  former 
difeafe,  than  the  latter.  Indeed,  in  fome 

cafes 
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cafes  of  the  dyfury,  the  effuflon  of  blood 
returns  periodically  every  fecond,  or  third, 
or  fourth  week ;  having,  in  this  cafe,  fome 
analogy  with  periodical  inward  piles.  In 
the  dyfury,  the  retentive  faculty  of  the 
iphinfter  of  the  bladder  is  very  weak  from 
the  rheumatic  or  fcorbutic  defluxion  upon 
it,  which  creates  that  difeafe;  wherefore, 
the  patient  can  feldom  retain  his  urine  long, 
but  urines  frequently,  and  many  times  in  a 
night,  generally  with  excruciating  pain ; 
which  makes  him  extremely  unhappy ;  e- 
fpecially  as  this  difeafe  often  continues  for 
months,  and  fometimes  years ;  and  very  fel¬ 
dom  yields  to  the  procedure  that  is  ufually 
recommended  againft  it.  Some  perfons,  in¬ 
deed,  have  much  lefs  pain  than  others ;  and 
after  voiding  bloody  urine,  or  urine  of  a  cho¬ 
colate  colour,  the  pain  in  making  water,  and 
after  it,  is  generally  much  abated  The  fre¬ 
quent  mi&urition,  however,  is,  for  the  molt 
part  owing,  chiefly,  to  the  acrimony  of  the 
peccant  humour,  at  the  feat  of  the  difeafe, 
which  excites  a  frequent  defire  of  making 
water;  and, by  caufing frequent fpafmsof the 
capillary  arteries,  is  moll  apt  to  induce  bleed- 
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log.  It  is  fometimes,  but  feldom,  attended 
with  a  difcharge  of  ropy  mucus,  which,  in 
tinning  fometimes  puts  a  hidden  flop  to  the 
entire  difcharge  of  the  urine,  fo  as  to  perfo¬ 
liate  a  hone. 

*T  h  e  chronic  dyfory  is  occafioned  by 
an  inflammatory  or  rheumatic  affection  of 
the  viilc  as‘  or  irward  coat  of  the  bladder ; 
but  chiefly  in  its  lower  portion,  towards  the 
neck  of  that  organ,  and  in  the  inward  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  urethra..  This  local  difeafe, 
fo  the  moil  part,  is  the  refult  of  a  rheuma¬ 
tic  or  fcorbutic  humour :  In  peafants,  and 
other  hard-working  people,  it  is  commonly 
occafioned  by  a  tranfiation  of  the  peccant 
humour  of  the  f  latica  to  the  inward  coat 
of  the  bladder  :  In  perfons  who  live  luxuri- 
oufiy,  or  that  are  adsfifted  to  the  gout,  it 
proceeds  from  a  gouty  humour  :  It  is  fome¬ 
times  occafioned  by  the  fcorbutic  humour 
peculiar  to  feme  cutaneous  difeafe,  when  in- 
fluent ;  In  women  it  is  moft  commonly  in- 
duced  by  the  abovefaid  humours,  in  confe¬ 
rence  either  of  a  morbid  fuppreflion,  or 
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an  entire  cefTation  of  the  menfes  ;  and  in 
this  fex  is-  often  exceeding  obftinate :  And 
fome  times  it  is  excited  partly  by  means  of 
an  old  venereal  taint. 

A  s  the  defluxion,  which  conffitutes  the 
Immediate  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  very  feldom 
terminates  in  an  ulcer,  it  fliould  feem  to 
have  an  affinity  with  a  lippitude,  or  an  oph- 
thalmy.  But  am  inclined  to  bdieve  that 
the  dyfury  is  often  occafioned  by  the  above- 
laid  humours  being  obflraffed  in  and  irri¬ 
tating  the  fined:  veffels,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  inflammation ;  as  is  daily  obfervable  in 
local  rheumatifms  ;  and  as  it  happened  in 
an  incurable  cafe  of  a  mod  excruciating  dy- 
fury,  mentioned  by  Hoffman  (tom,  4.  pag. 
486.)  under  which  the  patient,  aged  40, 
had  laboured  fix  years  before  it  proved  fa¬ 
tal.  It  very  much  perfonated  a  ftone  joined 
with  an  ulcer  in  the  bladder ;  and  the  phy¬ 
sicians  whom  he  had  confulted  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  it  was  the  produft  of  that  combined 
caufe.  It  appeared,  on  diffcifHon,  that  die 
coats  of  his  bladder  had  acquired  an  extra- 

ordi- 
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ordinary  thicknefs,  and  its  blood-vefleis 
were  very  large  ;  but  'in  it  there  was  no  ul¬ 
cer,  or  ftone,  or  gravel,  nor  any  manifeft 
ligns  of  inflammation  ;  yet  the  capillary  ar¬ 
teries  might  have  been  turged  with  bloody 
as  they  are  in  an  ophthalmy,  when  the  dy« 
fury  was  violent* 

The  idiopathic  dyfury  is  ufually  aggra- 
vated  in  the  warm  months ;  partly  from  an 
jncreafe  of  the  Relaxation  of  the  fibres  of  the 
bladder,  which  neceffarily  increafes  the  de- 
fluxion  upon  the  coats  of  that  organ  ;  and 
partly  becaufe  the  urine  is  generally  hotter, 
and  more  alcalized  in  fummer,  than  in  win¬ 
ter  :  In  that  feafon,  too,  it  is  moft  apt  to  be 
fupervened  by  haemorrhages,  or  bloody,  or 
chocolate  coloured  urine  In  fome  particular 
habits,  the  defluxion,  that  creates  the  dyfu- 
ry,  is  apt  to  induce  an  ulcer  in  the  bladder ; 
and  in  others  the  haemorrhage  is  fo  fre¬ 
quent  and  profufe  as  to  bring  on  a  fatal  ca¬ 
chexy  and  dropfy.  When  the  coats  of  the 
bladder  are  much  thickened,  and  its  veins 
become  varicofe.  as  in  the  cafe  narrated  by 
Hoffman,  the  difeafe  is  probably  incu¬ 
rable*  rA 
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A  Symptomatic  dyfury  is  often  in¬ 
duced  by  the  irritation  of  the  villous  coat 
of  the  bladder,  chiefly  in  its  moft  depend¬ 
ing  portion  contiguous  to  the  rectum,  and 
about  its  neck,  from  a  rough  Hone ;  which 
follicits  the  abovefaid  humours  to  thefe 
parts;  or  induces  fome  degree  of  an  inflam¬ 
mation  or  excoriation  of  the  inward  coat 
of  the  bladder.  In  this  cafe  it  is  ufual  to 
prefcribe  laxative,  emollient  and  lubricat¬ 
ing  medicines ;  which  relax  the  fibres  of 
the  bladder,  and  increafe  the  fymptomatic 
difeafe ;  and  if  fope  is  taken  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
it  muft  aggravate  that  difeafe  by  its  acrimo¬ 
ny.  The  Uva  urfi,  which  is  powerfully  a- 
flringent,  is  fometimes  ferviceable  in  lucii 
cafes,  by  bracing  the  fibres  of  the  relaxed 
and  inflamed  villous  coat,  and  by  confe- 
quence  difperfing  the  fymptomatic  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  rendering  the  inwarjl  furface  of 
the  bladder  lefs  irritable. 

The  dyfury  is  fometimes  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  the  hypochondriac  affe&ion, 
from  the  fympathy  of  the  nerves :  Some¬ 
times 
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times  it  is  only  a  fymptom  of  the  laft-men- 
fioned  difeafe  ;  and  in  this  cafe  is  commonly 
attended  with  a  fpafmodie  conftricHon  of 
the  fphinfter  of  the  bladder  or  of  the  urina* 
ry  paffage ;  or  with  fome  degree  of  a  ftran- 
gury.  In  fome  few  inftances,  the  return 
ts  affected  in  the  fanie  manner  as  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  or  with  internal  piles  >  and 
the  frequent  defire  of  urining  is  joined  with 
a  tenefmus;  and  the  patient  has  extreme 
pain  in  going  to  ftool  as  well  as  in  urining. 
In  a  gentlewoman  aged  5*2,  the  bladder,  va¬ 
gina  and  uterus  were  alike  affe&ed  ;  and 
the  bowels  were  affected  by  fympathy  fo 
as  to  occafion  fome  degree  of  the  hypo¬ 
chondriac  difeafe.  The  menfes  had  left 
her,  which  ktcreafed  the  oblfinacy  of  this 
great  difeafe.  She  had  taken  a  great  variety 
of  medicines,  by  the  beif  advice,  to  no  pui> 
pofe,  but  would  not  fubmit  to  falivation  : 
The  difeafe,  however,  gradually  decreafed  as 
ihe  became  lefs  fubjeff  by  age,  to  a  perio* 
dical  plethora. 

After  making  trial  of  all  the  ni.cd.f- 
clues  that  are  ufually  recommended  in  this 
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difeafe,  and  in  fome  fimilar  cafes,  to  no  purpofe 
whatever  ;  I  had  recourfe  to  a  gentle  faliva- 
tion,  with,  a  view  not  only  to  refolve  the 
obifruffions  formed  by  the  peccant  humour 
in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  but  alfo  to  deter¬ 
mine  that  humour  upwards,  and  make  the 
moft  powerful  revulfion  from  the  affected 
bladder ;  and  it  produced  the  defired  effect 
By  this  method  I  have  cured  five  patients  of 
an  inveterate  dyfury ;  two  of  whom  had 
undergone  courfes  of  medicine,  which  were 
advifed  by  phyficians  of  the  firft  eminence^ 
without  being  in  the  leaf!:  relieved  thereby. 


It  is  remarkable  that,  in  this  difeafe,  as 
in  the  fpafmodic  belly-ach,  the  lymptoms 
do  wholly  ceafe  as  foon  as  the  chaps  are 
fwelled,  and  the  mouth  isK  fomewhat  fore, 
and  before  the  falivation  is  well  begun. 
This  method  of  cure  has  hitherto  failed  me 
only  in  one  violent  cafe,  which  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  copious  difcharge  of  denfe  ropy 
mucus,  and  very  much  refembled  the  fatal 
cafe  already  mentioned,  which  is  defcribed 
by  Hoffman.  Indeed,  all  thofe  who  were 
cured  by  this  procedure  have  fince,  at  times, 

had 
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had  returns  of  the  dyfury;  but  thefe  relap- 
fes  were,  in  general,  flight,  and  of  fhort  du¬ 
ration,  and  eafiiy  (upprefled  by  a  judicious 
procedure, 

I  H  a  v  e  always  raifed  the  fpktiftg  by 
,  mn&ion,  having  found  it  impracticable  to  do 
it  with  calomel,  which  never  fails  to  purge 
vehemently  in  this  difeafe,  tho  given  with 
an  opium  pill.  I  have,  however,  obferved 
that  purging  once  or  twice  with  calomel, 
before  commencing  the  unction,  was  of 
fervice.  The  falivation  is  alfo  often  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  raifed  by  unction  in  this  difeafe, 

I  n  fome  cafes,  after  carrying  off  the  dy- 
fury,  I  have  funk  an  iffue  in  the  infide  of 
one  thigh,  a  little  above  the  knee ;  which  is 
conducive  towards  preventing  a  relapfe ; 
becaufe  the  peccant  humour,  being  mova¬ 
ble,  particularly  when  it  partakes  of  a  gouty 
or  rheumatic  nature,  is  mot  apt  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  to  a  part,  in  the  lower  extremities ; 
that  is  weak,  fore  and  molt  irritable. 

The  hemorrhage  is  never  induced  by 
the  falivation,  an  effect  which  fome  might 
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apprehend  would  refult  from  the  attenuant, 
and  forcing  quality  of  the  mercury ;  be- 
caufe  the  bleeding  is  the  product  of  the  par¬ 
tial  obftru6Hon  or  inflammation,  and  of  the 
acrimony  of  the  peccant  humour  ;  which  is 
refolved,  and  the  acrid  humour  is  determine 
ed  upwards,  and  carried  off,  by  the  mercu¬ 
rial  courfe. 

B  u  t  if  the  patient  is  old,  or  of  a  weak 
conftitution,  a  faliva'tion  fhould  not  be  at¬ 
tempted,  unlefs  the  difeafe  eludes  the  power 
of  other  fuitable  remedies,  and  is  apparently 
dangerous  or  not  likely  to  recede  by  age.  In 
that  cafe,  I  would  recommend  the  following 
procedure  Let  the  patient  drink  eight  oun¬ 
ces  of  lime-water  impregnated  wth  a  ftrong 
deco&ion  of  the  roots  of  the  great  water- 
dock,  in  the  morning  fading,  an  hour  before 
dinner,  and  at  bed  time  daily,  blending  a  lit¬ 
tle  milk  with  each  draught  of  it ;  and  tak¬ 
ing,  with  the  morning  draught,  the  bignefs 
of  a  nutmeg  of  an  ele<5tuary  of  the  powder 
of  Uva  urfi.  This  courfe  fhould  be  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  difeafe  is  fubdued ;  always  re- 
fuming  it  on  the  appearance  of  any  fymp  - 

X ; 1  tom 
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tom  of  a  relap fe.  The  patient’s  common 
drink  may  conftft  chiefly  of  a  deco6lion  of 
the  leaves  and  flowers  of  mallow,  impreg¬ 
nated  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  rum  and 
milk,  and  fweetned  with  fugar  of  rofes. 
Some  blood  fliould  be  drawn  from  the  arm, 
or  foot,  previous  to  this  courfe ;  and  an  iflue 
fhould  be  funk  in  the  infide  of  one  thigh  a 
little  above  the  knee ;  the  patient  drinking 
fparingly  of  generous  liquors,  and  taking  very 
moderate  exercife,  By  this  procedure  I  cured 
a  gentleman  in  Guifbrough,  aged  61 ,  of  a 
dyfury,  attended  wuth  frequent  returns  of 
bloody  and  chocolate  coloured  urine.  He 
fometimes  voided  a  little  reddifli  fand  in  the 
urine,  which,  by  its  fharpnefs,  aggravated 
the  dyfury ;  wdierefore  the  lime-water  was 
fometimes  alfo  Impregnated  with  pellitorj^ 
of  the  walk  He  had,  before  that,  by  the 
advice  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who  appre¬ 
hended  the  difeafe  was  owing  wholly  to 
gravel,  taken  laxative,  emollient  and  lubri¬ 
cating  medicines ;  which  increafed  the  difl 
charge  of  bloody  urine  and  the  dyfury. 

W  h  e  n  this  difeafe  is  attended  with  a 

fre- 
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frequent  defire  of  mining,  and  greatly  di¬ 
sturbs  the  patient’s  repofe,  the  following 
draught  is  very  ferviceable.  R.Tinft.  Thebaic, 
gut.  xx.  Camphor,  (in  gut.  xx  Spt.  Vitriol 
dulc.  folut.)  gr.  i.  aq.  Petrofelin.  3vi.  fyr. 
facch.  ij  m,  f.  hauftus,  liora  fomni  fumen- 
dus,  et  pro  re  nata  repetendus.  Slight  re- 
lapfes  are  fometimes  carried  off  by  this 
draught  only,  with  a  proper  regimen. 

The  following  contracted  mixture  is 
often  ferviceable  in  a  flight  dyfurv,  from  a 
tranflation  of  fome  portion  of  the  peccant 
humour  of  the  fciatica  to  the  bladder.  K. 
Balfam.  Copaib.  ol.  Terebinth. 
Sumantur  gutt  xv,  ex  infufii  Galegas  ^vl 
omni  node  et  mane. 

A  Publican,  aged  71,  had  laboured 
fome  time  under  a  painful  dyfury,  attended 
with  a  frequent  difcharge  of  a  purulent  hu¬ 
mour,  with  a  mixture  of  blood,  in  the  urine, 
I  cured  him  with  the  folution  of  corrofive 
fublimate,  after  which  he  was  attacked  with 
the  fciatica,  which,  in  fome  time,  yielded  to 
fuitable  remedies.  He  hath  fince  had  no 
return  of  the  dyfury,  I  f 
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I  F  the  patient  is  fubjeft  to  coflivenefs, 
glyfters  are,  in  general,  preferable  to  lenient 
purges,  which  are  apt  to  increafe  the  de¬ 
fluxion.  The  patient  may  throw*  up  the 
former  occafionally  with  a  fmall  fyringe. 
When  laxatives  are  judged  neceffary,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  electuary  is  moft  fuitable  in  this 
cafe.  R.  Eleft.  Lenitiv.  gifs,  Flor.  Sulph.  gi. 
Cremor.  Tart.  Pulv.  XJvx  urfl  aa  gfs  nitr. 
5i.  Camph.  gr  x.  fyr,  Rof.  folutiv.  q.  s.  ut 
fiat  Ele<A.  de  quo  capiat  q.  n.  m.  hora  fomni 
et  mane  fequente,  pro  re  nata.  An  ele<5lu- 
ary  of  thjs  fort  is  ufually  prefcribed  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  inward  piles,  which  proceed  from 
a  defluxion  fimilar  to  that  which  often  gives 
rife  to  the  dyfury ;  which,  as  is  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  fometimcs  attended  with  thefe 
piles. 

After  the  cure,  the  party  fliould  fub- 
mit  to  fome  reftraint  in  point  of  diet,  in 
order  to  guard  againft  relapfes.  He  fliould 
abflain  from  faked  meat,  or  whatever  is  dif¬ 
ficult  of  digeflion,  or  high  feafoned  ;  and 
be  fomewhat  abftemious  as  to  drinking  • 

taking 
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taking  little  and  very  moderate  exercife,  till 
the  weakened  fibres  of  the  bladder  fhall 
have  recovered  their  natural  tone. 


XIV.  Of  St  Vitus’s  Dance. 

rJHKIS  difeafe  is  mofi  incident  to  young 
X  perfons  betwixt  fix  and  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  more  fo  to  girls  than  boys :  It 
generally  makes  Its  onfet  in  the  fpring,  or 
after  the  winter  folftice  ;  and  derives  its  ori¬ 
gin,  for  themoft  part,  f  rom  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mours  peculiar  to  the  land-fcurvy.  to  which 
young  perfons  are  very  fubject:  It  is  fornc- 
times,  but  feldom,  occafiohcd  by  worms ; 
and.,  in  one  inftance,  vras  induced  by  drink¬ 
ing  green  tea  to  breakfaft,  as  I  was  informed. 
Tho’  it  is  not  very  unfrequent,  and  is  an 
obflinate,  and  great  diforder,  yet  few  medi¬ 
cal  writers  take  any  notice  of  it. 

I  Have  met  with  five  cafes  of  it,  exclu- 
five  of  two  relapfes,  within  five  years  paft. 
One  of  thefe  patients  was  a  boy,  aged  feven 

years ; 
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years ;  the  other  four  were  girls  betwixt  fix 
and  ten  years  of  age.  In  this  difeafe,  which 
partakes  of  the  natures  both  of  a  palfy  and 
convulfions,  there  is  a  continual  alternate 
gentle  contraction  and  relaxation  of  all  or  mod 
of  the  mufcles  of  voluntary  motion  of  the 
whole  body.  The  head,  tongue,  lips,  bo¬ 
dy,  arms,  and  legs,  are  continually  in  a  gen¬ 
tle  motion,  which  has  more  the  appearance 
of  being  voluntary,  than  convulfive  and  in¬ 
voluntary.  The  party  faulters  in  his  fpeech ; 
he  can  carry  nothing  in  a  direCt  line  to  his 
mouth ;  he  walks  with  great  difficulty,  and 
by  unequal  paces ;  and  is  feeble,  and  totally 
relaxed.  The  motion  ceafes  not,  but  is 
fomewhat  abated  in  deep  ;  the  judgment  is 
not  impaired,  unlefs  the  diforder  takes  place 
in  a  very  high  degree ;  there  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  third  ;  nor  any  fenfe  of  pain  ;  the  ap¬ 
petite  is  tolerably  good ;  and  the  party  fleeps 
pretty  well. 

This  diforder,  if  differed  to  run  its 
courfe,  or  rather  if  improperly  treated,  gra¬ 
dually  increafes  till  the  motion  becomes 
quite  general  and  very  confiderable  ;  with 

an 
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an  entire  privation  of  the  proper  ufe  of  the 
extremities,  and  of  the  tongue ;  and,  in  this 
cafe,  the  deeps  become  unfound,  from  fo 
great  an  incedant  motion ;  and  the  judg¬ 
ment  at  length  becomes  impaired.  I  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
might  be  the  confequence  of  fo  great  a  de  - 
gree  of  this  difeafe,  if  left  wholly  to  nature : 
It  might  poffibly  end  in  a  nervous  fever, 
with  a  delirium,  and  this  in  death  ;  or  in 
an  imperfect  paralytic  affe<5Hon,  or  a  con¬ 
firmed  but  fmall  degree  of  the  abovefaid  in¬ 
voluntary  dance,  which  might  continue  a 
very  long  time,  even  during  life.  It  is, 
however,  probable  that  mod  cafes  of  this 
difeafe,  in  good  conditutions,  would  ceafe 
fpontaneoufly,  in  fome  time,  under  good 
nurfing,  and  a  proper  diet ;  or,  at  lead,  af¬ 
ter  the  dimmer  is  well  advanced  ;  as  palfies 
often  do,  as  well  as  many  other  obftinate 
difeafes  which  fpring  from  fcorbutic  or  rheu¬ 
matic  humours. 

The  elded  of  the  abovefaid  girls,  when 
die  was  brought  to  me,  had  the  difeafe  in 
the  high  degree  abovementioned :  previous 

to 
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to  its  onfet,  an  itch-like  eruption  had  beeii 
imprudently  repelled  with  the  fulphur  oint¬ 
ment.  She  had  undergone  a  long  but 
fmitlefs  courfe  of  medicine;  and  was  three 
weeks  under  my  care  before  the  difeafe  began 
to  give  way  ;  after  that,  it  receded  by  very 
flow  degrees  ;  and  the  motions  quite  Leafed 
by  the  ninth  week  from  the  time  of  her 
coming  under  my  care  :  But  her  legs  and 
arms  continued  weak  for  fame  time  after. 
One  of  thofe  girls  recovered  in  a  fhort  time 
after  voiding  two  very  large  round  worms* 
by  means  of  the  vermifuge  mixture  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  fequeL  The  other  two  girls,  who 
had  alfo  been  unfuccefsfully  treated  before 
I  wras  confulted,  recovered  fooner  than  the 
iirfl-mentioned  girl,  after  beginning  with 
the  procedure  hereafter  fpecified.  One  of 
thefe  girls,  living  in  Guifbrough,  had  a  flight 
relapfe  in  the  beginning  of  the  following 
fpring,  in  1766  ;  from  which  file  recovered 
fpontaneoufly,  in  feme  time,  after  taking  the 
'  vermifuge  mixture,  and  the  electuary  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  fequeL  The  boy  was  fome- 
what  longer  in  recovering,  than  either  of 
the  two  laft  mentioned  girls:  He  voided 

twelve 
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twelve  long  round  worms,  by  means  of  the 
abovefaid  vermifuge ;  but  as  the  difeafe  was 
not  in  any  wife  abated  after  the  expuliion  of 
the  worms,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  that  vermin.  He  re- 
lapfed  the  enfuing  fpring,  and  was  cured  of 
both  attacks  by  the  procedure  hereunder 
mentioned, 

* 

The  bed  and  mod  powerful  vermifuge 
for  children,  againd  long  round  worms  fee 
Eflay  on  the  Medical  Cond.  of  r.  Britain, 
&c.  page  gap  to  341)  was  firft  adminidered 
to  each  of  thefa  patients,  on  two  or  three 
fucceffive  days ;  not  only  with  a  view  to  ex¬ 
pel  worms,  but  aifo  to  vomit  the  patient : 
For  that  vermifuge  generally  proves  more  or 
lefs  emetic  at  lead  when  taken,  in  a  pretty 
full  dofe,  In  the  morning  fading ;  it  is  alfo 
purgative.  After  that,  they  perfevercd  in 
the  ufe  of  the  following  eledtuary,  till  the 
difrafe  was  almod  quite  fabdued  ;  excepting 
the  girl  who  was  cured  by  the  vermifuge. 
R.  Flor.  Sulph.  Hfs.  Puiv.  Rad.  Pceon.  Va- 
ler  Sylvedr.  aa  Hi].  Cinnabar  Antimon- 
5ij.  Mofch,  Cador  Ruff,  aa  3i.  Syr.  Sacch. 

Y  q.  s. 
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.  ,  <1 

q.  s.  lit  fiat  elecf  de  quo  capiat  cochlear 

minutum  mane  et  vefperi,  indies;  fuperbi- 
bcndo  hauftulum  infufi  Herb.  Galegas. 
Some  grains  of  camphire  rubbed  with  an  e- 
qual  quantity  of  nitre  was  fome  times  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  muik  and  caft'or  ;  but  the  lat¬ 
ter  feemed  preferable  to  the  former.  As 
fooo  as  the  difeafe  was  on  the  decline,  or  if 
it  proved  obdinate,  the  following  mixtiire 
was  exhibited  in  lieu  of  the  infufion  of  Galeg. 
R.  'Decodh  CortPeruv.  §vi.  Aq.  Menth.  fa- 
itv.  §ij.  Tiind.  Croci  3!*  fyn  facch.  gi.  m. 

When  the  difeafe  was  fo  much  declined 
as  to  be  fcarce  manifed,  the  electuary  was 
omitted,  and  the  tinffciire  of  the  bark,  im¬ 
pregnated  with  fome  drops  of  the  oils  of  le¬ 
mon  and  juniper,  was  taken,  in  final!  do¬ 
les,  in  cold  fpring  water  fweetened,  at  the 
medical  hours,  or  the  abovementioned  mix¬ 
ture,  in  lieu  of  it,  till  the  party’s  ftrength 
was  quite  recovered.  The  elded  of  the  a- 
fcovefaid  girls  bathed  in  the  fea,  at  this  peri¬ 
od  of  the  diforder  ;  but  the  other  four  pa¬ 
tients  were  cured  without  bathing. 


When 
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When  this  difeafe  is  recent,  and  is  in- 
creafing,  or  in  nowife  declined,  the  cold 
bath,  Fin  inclin’d  to  believe,  will  often  be 
injurious.  One  of  the  abovefaid  girls,  living 
in  Guifbrough,  was  advifed  to  (ufe  the  cold 
frefh  water  bath,  before  flie  came  under  my 
care  :  The  difeafe  was  inftantly  increafed  by 
it,  which  obliged  her  parents  to  caufe  her 
to  relinquifti  it  after  the  third  immerfion.  I 
was  informed  that  a  girl,  under  this  difeafe, 
living, nigh  Yarm,  was  bathed  in  cold  frefh 
water,  by  the  advice  of  a  phyfician ;  which 
not  only  increafed  the  diforder  but  induced 
a  delirium.  Yet  the  fea-water  bath,  in  hot 
weather,  may  have  a  different  effect ;  it  be¬ 
ing  remarkably  effluent,  with  regard  to 
young  people,  fo  as  often  to  follicit  an  erup¬ 
tion  to  the  fkin,  as  is  obferved  in  the  fequel; 
unlefs  the  patient  be  fo  weak  as  to  be  chiL 
led  thereby  :  But  in  order  to  prevent  this 
bad  effeft,  and  forward  the  former  good 

/  o 

one,  a  tea  fpoonful  of  the  tinfture  of  the 
bark  fliould  be  taken  in  a  little  cold  fpririg 
water,  juft  before  each  immerfion. 
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But  if  the  difeafe  is  old,  fixed,  and  con- 
firmed,  and  therefore  not  apt  to  increafe* 
the  cold  bath,  and  chiefly  the  fea  may  be  of 
raorc  ferviee  than  any  other  remedy.  A 
young  gentleman  attending  the  Rev.  Mr 
Etching’s  fchool,  at  Skelton,  in  Cleveland, 
aged  1 2  years,  hath,  for  feme  years  paft,  had 
an  imperfect  St  Vitus’s  dance,  or  a  nervous 
weakncfs  of  that  fort.  He  is  weak,  and 
walks  and  talks  badly ;  his  hands  are  unftea- 
dy,  and  have  fome times  the  gentle  motions 
peculiar  to  this  difeafe ;  yet  his  rational  fa¬ 
culties  are  fufficiently  flrong  and  acute :  He 
'  hath  reaped  more  benefit  by  bathing  in 
the  fea,  in  fummer,  than  by  any  other 

i’ 

remedy. 

I  f  the  difeafe  is  very  obftinate,  a  ve flea- 
tor  y  applied  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
aft  r  that  on  the  os  facrum,  may  be  of  ferviee; 
and  the  dofe  of  the  Peruvian  bark  fhould  be 
increafed.  It  may  fometimes  alfo  be  of  ferviee 
to  embrocate  the  nape  of  the  neck  and 
fpine  with  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  every 
morning.  But  I  cannot  conceive  on  what 

prinr 
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principle  fame  eminent  phyficians  recom¬ 
mend  repeated  blooding  and  purging  in  this 
difeafe  ;  which'  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a 
palfy,  and  is  moft  incident  to  tender  young 
girls ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe  that  fome 
cafes  of  it  that  have  become  exceeding  ob- 
fiinate,  and  of  very  long  duration,  have 
been  rendered  fo  by  that  unaccountable 
practice. 


XV.  Of  the  Kink-Cough  or  Hooping- 

Cough. 

IN  the  fummer  and  autumn  1755,  which 
were  extraordinary  rainy,  the  kink-cough 
was  epidemical  amongft  children,  in  Whit¬ 
by.  and  in  almoft  all  the  high  and  moft 
healthy  country  in  Cleveland  r  It  began  at 
Whitby,  in  fpring,  the  fame  year,  before 
the  rainy  weather  commenced,  and  travelled 
wefhvard,  with  uncommon  rapidity,  till  it 
reached  the  lowaguilh  land  in  Cleveland,  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  river  Te.efe  ;  and  on  the 
borders  of  that  land  it  terminated  this  year. 

This 
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This  difeafe  was  fo  epidemical  in  thofe  pla¬ 
ces  that  it  miffed  few  or  none,  except  thofe 
who  had  formerly  undergone  the  difeafe ; 
and  many  adults  and  feme  old  people,  who 
till  then  had  efcaped  the  kink-cough,  were 
invaded  by  it.  Tho  it  way  in  general,  ve¬ 
hement,  and  of  long  duration,  yet  fcarce 
one  patient  in  80  died  thereof. 

I  n  the  fucceeding  fummer  and  autumn, 
the  kink-cough  appeared  in  the  villages,  in 
the  low  country  of  Cleveland,  which  it  had 
not  reached  the  preceding  year.  Its  epide¬ 
mic  progrefs  was  then  very  flow,  and  the 
difeafe  exceeding  favourable ;  tho’  a  great 
deal  of  rain  had  fallen  betwixt  the  middle 
of  March  and  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  three  following  months. 
This  year,  feme  upgrown  people  were  alfo 
invaded.  Among  children,  not  many  kink¬ 
ed;  thefe,  for  the  moftpart,  having  had  on¬ 
ly  a  iharp  cough,  that  recurred  at  fhort  and 
unequal  intervals,  like  a  Ample  cold ;  but 
the  face  was  fomewhat  pale,  feldom  livid, 
previous  to,  and  reddened,  and  fwelled  a 
little  under  each  coughing  fit :  The  patients 

vomit- 

/  , 
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vomited  fometimes  ill  coughing ;  and  the 
phlegm  that  was  expectorated,  refembled 
that  which  is  peculiar  to  the  kink-cough.. 
Very  few  hooped  or  crowed;  and  fome 
had  only  the  fhort  dry  cough,  with  fome 
hoarfenefs.  which  ufually  precedes  the  kink- 
cough.  The  duration  of  the  difeafe  was, 
in  general,  proportioned  to  its  degree  of 
vehemence  :  Wherefore  the  moft  vehement 
cafes,  this  year,  feidom  exceeded  eight  or 
nine  weeks* 

From  what  is  faid  it  appears  that  this 
difeafe  like  the  fmall-pox,  and  meafles,  has 
no  fort  of  dependance  on  the  weather  ;  and 
is  fo  far  from  being  induced,  or  aggravated 
by  the  outward  caufes  of  agues,  that  it  did 
not  invade  the  adjoining  aguifli  country, 
when  moft  epidemical,  and  was  uncom¬ 
monly  mild  therein,  the  year  following. 

This  is  all  that  is  extant  of  the  obferva- 

•  \ 

tions  I  committed  to  writing  on  this  difeafe, 
in  the  courfe  of  three  epidemic  attacks  of 
it,  in  different  places,  in  and  37  ; 

the  reft  of  the  manufcript  having  been  tom 

by 
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by  midake.  However,  I  fhall  here  fubjoiii 
the  mod  elTential  particulars  that  occur  to 
my  memory,  relative  to  the  progrefs  and 
cure  of  the  kink-cough  ;  the  rather,  becaufe 
authors  give  only  a  fuperficial  defcription  of 
this  diieafe,  and  have  not,  I  think?  attended 
to  the  true  genius  of  it. 

The  kink-cough  is  generally  preceded  by 
a  iliort  dry  cough,  attended  commonly  with 
a  little  hoarfenefs ;  refembling  a  cold  before 
concoCtion,  or  the  commencing  of  expecto¬ 
ration.  This  dry  cough  continues  ufually 
about  a  fortnight,  before  the  patient  begins 
to  kink  (that  is,  to  have  convulfive  cough¬ 
ing  fits)  or  to  expe&orate  phlegm.  After 
that,  the  increafe  and  date  o  the  difeafe 
when  pretty  vehement,  commonly  take  up 
four  weeks ;  after  which  it  decreafes  by  very 
flow  degrees,  and  quite  ceafes  about  the  end 
of  the  1 2th  week  from  the  acceflion  of  the 
antecedent  dry  cough.  Some  violent  cafes 
continue  four  or  five  weeks  longer  ;  and 
feme  mild  cafes  terminate  in  feven  or  eight 
weeks.  Before  its  height  or  decreafe,  the 
phlegm  is  ropy  and  vifeid,  fometimes  livid, 
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or  thin,  or  blended  with  a  thin  fharp  ferum, 
and  difficult  to  expectorate,  At  the  height 
of  the  difeafe,  the  phlegm  becomes  more 
conceded,  and,  in  the  decreafe  of  it  is 
white,  thick,  and  lefs  vifcid,  and  more  eafy 
of  expectoration  ;  and,  in  this  laft  ftage,  the 
coughing  fits  recur  at  longer  intervals,  and 
are  lefs  violent,  than  in  the  two  preceding 
ftages,  After  It  comes  to  a,  natural  period, 
can  hing  cold  will  fometimes  induce  a  re- 
lapfe  ;  and  fome  patients  have  frequent  re¬ 
turns  of  it  from  taking;  cold  ;  but  inch  re- 
lapfes  are  always  flight  and  of  a  fhort  dura¬ 
tion. 

/  ^ . 

Some  few,  as  is  before  obferved,  have 
only  the  antecedent  fhort  dry  cough,  which 
is  analogous  to  the  eruptive  fever  of  the 
meafles  or  fmall-pox  ;  and  thefe  get  well  in 
two  or  three  weeks  ;  but  if  they  expecto¬ 
rate  phlegm,  the  difeafe,  tho’  unattended  by 
convulfive  coughing,  may  continue  much 
longer,  or  to  the  feventh  or  eighth  week. 
Others  kink, or  have  convulfive  coughing  fits;, 
and  fome  both  kink  and  crow  ;  and  tin  laft 
is  the  moft  vehement  degree  of  the  difeafe. 

Z  This 
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This  difeafe  alfo  refembies  the  fmall- 
pox  and  meaflcs  in  the  three  following  par¬ 
ticulars,  viz.  1.  It  nerer  invades  the  fame 
perfon  twice.  2.  It  is  as  dnfe&ious,  with 
regard  to  predifpofed  perfons,  as  either  of 
the  above  laid  eruptive  difeafes.  3.  There  is 
not  any  medicine,  or  procedure  yet  known, 
that  is  capable  of  flopping  Its  pr  >grefs ;  or 
that  will  finally  and  fafely  fupprefs  it  before 
it  hath  run  its  natural  courfe.  If  any  pro¬ 
cedure  is  capable  of  putting  a  ftop  to  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  I  am  of  opinion  it  can  only  take  place 
In  the  fir  ft  fortnight,  during  the  antecedent 
dry  cough,  before  the  patient  begins  to 
kink.  I  have  thought  that  I  had,  by  a  par¬ 
ticular  procedure,  exhibited  in  that  period 
of  the  difeafe,  in  two  or  three  caf  s,  pre¬ 
vented  the  acceffion  of  the  convulfive 
cough. 

The  kink-cough  is  mod  fatal  to  child¬ 
ren  under  one  year.  Some  of  thefe,  when 
greatly  weakened  by  the  difeafe,  become  un¬ 
able  to  expeftorate  the  phlegm;  upon  which 
it  accumulates  in  the  bronchia,  and  fuffo- 
cates  the  tender  patient.  In  others,  the  ve¬ 
hement 
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hement  coughing  .fits  induce  fatal  convul-* 
fions.  Scarce  any  child,  under  two  years 
of  age,  hath  fenfe  or  Orength  to  jfpit  out 
the  phlegm  •  they  generally  fwallow  it,  af¬ 
ter  which  nature  relieves  them  by  vomiting, 
which  ejeCls  the  phlegm.  The  difeafe  rare¬ 
ly  prov  s  fatal  to  children  above  three  years 
of  age,  who  were  healthy  before  its  onfet : 
Thofe  above  that  age,  who  die  of  the 
kink-cough,  are  carried  off  chiefly  by  a  fe¬ 
ver  which  fome times  attends  it,  during  its 
increafe  and  height ;  and  which  is  often 
of  the  miliary  kind.  Tho’  thofe  that  ex¬ 
pectorate  pure  blood,  or  bleed  at  the  nofe, 
in  the  height  of  this  difeafe,  generally  re¬ 
cover  ;  yet  the  difeafe  commonly  holds 
them  a  long  time ;  and  they  are  often  ten¬ 
der  for  fome  time  after  it  ceafes. 

Some  eminent  phyficians  have  affirm¬ 
ed,  that  this  difeafe  may  be  cured  chiefly 
by  bleeding  and  purging :  Others  fay  it  will 
yield  to  emetics,  laxatives,  powerful  attenu- 
ants  and  corroborants,  with  bleeding  occa- 
fionally  ;  and  fome  aver,  that  the  Peruvian 
bark  is  as  certain  a  cure  in  the  kink-cough 
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as  in  the  ague.  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
with  due  deference  to  thofe  learned  phyfi- 
cians  that  they  may  have  been  milled  in 
forming  their  judgments  of  th  effects  of 
fuch  medicines,  in  this  difeafe,  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  appearances  of  it,  as  to  its  degrees  of 
vehemence,  and  various  natural  and  final 
terminations.  Hence  it  is  that  feme  per- 
fons  are  believed  by  the  vulgar  to  have  a  pe¬ 
culiar  power  of  curing  this  difeafe  by 
charms :  For  if  the  patient,  under  a  mild  at¬ 
tack  of  it,  or  in  its  decreafe,  is  charmed,  the 
favourable  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  or  its 
fpeedy  termination  after  that,  is  imputed  to 
the  charm,  indeed  it  Aiould  feem  that 
healthy  country  children  are  at  no  great 
lofs  f  r  the  want  of  medical  aid  in  the  kink- 
cough  fince  fcarce  one  in  eighty  of  them 
is  carried  oil*  by  it,  under  good  nurfing. 

Bleeding,  (in  fome  few  inftances,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  the  patient  hath  a  florid 
complexion,  and  is  Prong,  and  above  three 
years  of  age  ;  or  if  he  has  a  firong  and 
fomewhat  hard  pulfe,  or  an  acute  fever) 
laxatives,  gentle  emetics,  attenuants,  pecto¬ 
rals. 
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ralst  incraffants,  anodines,  diaphoretics  and 
corroborants,  if  well  timed,  and  Hiked  to 
the  genius  of  the  difeafe,  which,  like  that 
of  other  infectious  epidemic  difeafes,  may 
vary,  more  or  lefs,  in  different  places,  years 
and  feafons.  may  often  be  ferviceable  ;  and 
I  have  adminilfered  them,  as  palliatives,  pre- 
fervatives,  and  fupporters  of  the  drength, 
with  fome  fuccefs.  But,  I  muff  own,  I  ne¬ 
ver  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  make  an  abfolute 
cure,  in  any  cafe  of  this  difeafe,  by  a  copi¬ 
ous  exhibition  of  the  Peruvian  bark ;  that 
is,  to  fupprefs  it  at  once  finally,  as  we  cure 
an  ague  with  that  valuable  fimple  medicine  ; 
nor  could  1  be  allured  that  the  natural  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  difeafe  was  ever  much  fhortened 
by  any  procedure  I  put  in  praflice ;  tho’  it 
might  have, contributed  to  prevent  bad  con- 
fequenees,  which  otherwife  might  have  hap¬ 
pened  ;  which,  in  truth,  is  the  moll  that 
can  be  expeded,  from  the  mod:  judicious 
procedure,  in  many  other  difeafes  as  well  as 
this. 

Nothing,  mod:  certainly,  is  more  ne- 
ceffary  for  young  children,  in  this  difeafe, 

than 
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than  gentle  vomits,  when  they  vomit  not  at 
all,  or  but  feldom,  in  the  coughing  fits : 
This  procedure  appears  from  what  is  faid, 
to  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe ;  and  I  have  often  obferved  its 
good  effects.  In  fuch  cafes,  I  ordered  a 
tea  fpoonful  of  the  following  mixture,  or 
as  much  of  it  as  was  fufficient  to  caufe  the 
child  to  vomit  once  or  twice,  to  be  given 
once  a  day,  or  as  often  as  it  feemed  nece£ 
fary :  For  children  vomit  eafily,  without  be¬ 
ing  much  drained,  or  weakened  in  the  lead 
thereby  ;  and  fome  of  them  puke  with  every 
violent  coughing  fit,  with  advantage,  fince, 
by  that  means  the  phlegm  is  wholly  ejected* 
R.  Oxymel.  Scillit.  Simpl.  aa  jfs.  Spt  Sal. 
Amm.  5fs.  m.  capiat  cochlear,  minut.  velq.  s. 
advomitum  ciendum,  pro  re  nata  In  the  like 
cafes,  too,  it  is  proper  to  give  a  lenient 
purge,  confiding  partly  of  rhubarb,  or  a  fo- 
lution  of  manna  in  a  decoftion  of  rhubarb 
and  anifeed,  at  proper  intervals.  Rut  thofe 
children  who  often  vomit  in  the  clofe 
of  the  'fits  of  coughing,  and  are  temperate 
in  their  bodies,  do  very  feldom  dand  in 
need  either  of  emetics  or  laxatives. 
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The  Peruvian  bark,  which  is  the  befl 
fupporter  of  the  ftrength,  Ihould  be  com¬ 
bined  with  pectorals,  and  adminiftered  as  a 
ftomachic,  and  corroborant,  throughout  the 
courfe  of  the  difeale.  R.  Cort  Peruv.  d. 
Rad.  Irid  florent.  Eryng  flor.  Tuffilag  aa 
3fs.  coque,  ex  aq.  font.  ^x.  ad  dim  id.  co~ 
laturae  adde  aq.  Menth.  fativ.  fimph  §1. 
Tinbb  Croci  3fs*  Syr.  Sacch.  5yh  m.  bibat. 
infans  cochlear,  parvul.  duo  vel  tria  port: 
quemlibet  tuffiendi  paroxyfmum.  If  the 
child  be  feverifh,  the  bark  may  be  omitted 
till  the  fever  ceafes,  or  abates ;  and  the  faline 
mixture  of  lemon  juice  and  fait  of  worm¬ 
wood,  diluted  with  fpring  water,  the  acid 
being  prevalent,  or  cold  fpring  water,  may  be 
adminiftered  in  lieu  of  it. 

But  when  the  bark  is  given,  in  the  in- 
creafe,  or  height  of  the  difeafe,  in  a  large 
quantity,  and  efpecially  if  it  be  taken  in  fub- 
ftance,  with  a  view  to  fupprefs  the  kink- 
cough,  it  dries  up  the  phlegm,  in  fom'e  rnea- 
fiire,  and  renders  it  more  vifcid,  and  the 
coughing  fits  become  more  violent  and 
ftraining  to  the  patient:  In  the  dccreafe  of 

the 
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the  difeafe,  when  the  final  period  is  yet  re¬ 
mote  ;  or  if  the  intervals  betwixt  the  cough¬ 
ing  fits  are  fhort,  it  produces  neariy  the 
fame  effect,  but  is  lefs  hurtful.  But  when 
the  decreafe  is  much  advanced,  and  the  in¬ 
tervals  of  the  fits  are  long,  the  bark  may 
fometimes  fupprefs  the  difeafe,  without  any 
bad  confequcnce ;  and  it  is  moft  effectual 
in  preventing  relapfes,  and  other  bad  con- 
fequences,  and  ftrengthening  the  body:  For 
the  debility,  and  bad  Hate  of  the  juices,  in¬ 
duced  by  a  long  and  fevere  attack  of  the 
kink-cough,  do,  in  fome  few  infiances,  de¬ 
generate  either  into  a  fcrophulous  or  rickety 
affection,  or  into  a  pulmonary  confumption  ; 
unlefs  the  bark  be  adminiftered,  at  leafi  in 
the  clofe  of  the  difeafe,  and  continued  till 
the  patient’s  ftrength  is  quite  recovered, 

I  have  been  told  by  fome  fenfible  women 
whole  children  had  been  treated  in  the  ufual 
manner  for  the  kink-cough,  that  nothing 
did  them  fo  much  good  as  cold  fpring  water, 
lightly  fweetened  with  coarfe  fugar  ;  which 
they  were  fuffered  to  drink  freely,  as  often 
as  they  inclined  ;  I  have  often  recommend¬ 
ed 
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ed  It  in  this  difeafe,  and  ufually  direct  it  to 
be  fweetened  with  honey  ;  and  to  be  acidu- 

mi 

iated  with  verjuice,  or  fpirit  of  vitriol,  in¬ 
cafe  of  bleeding. 

A  s  the  kink-cough  rafely  proves  fatal, 
except  in  tender  young  children,  the  belt 
advice  I  can  give,  with  regard  to  this  diri 
eafe,  is,  that  all  thofe,  for  whom  it  in  ay  be 
convenient,  in  places  where  the  kink-cough 
begins  to  reign,  who  have  young  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  do  remove  them  to 
a  different  part  of  the  country  that  is  free 
from  the  difeafe ;  and  never  finder  them  to 
rim  the  hazard  of  it  till  they  are  above  two 
or  three  years ;  or  at  lead  not  before  they 
hAve  got  their  eye-teeth  ;  which  ufually  be¬ 
gin  to  cut  when  children  have  attained  the 
1 8th  month  of  their  age,  provided  they  are 
pretty  healthy,  atid  free  from  rickets.  This 
precaution,  however,  is  abfolutely  rieceflary 
with  regard  to  children  who  are  very  tender, 
and  fluffed  in  their  breads,  or  that  are  more 
or  lefs  rickety,  or  have  been  fubjeft  to  fits. 

A  2.  XVI  Of 
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XVI.  Of  the  Jointed  Tape-Worm  ; 
with  an  effectual  Method  of  expelling  it. 

TH  E  tape-worm  Is  often  more  injuri¬ 
ous  to  health,  than  either  of  the  o- 
other  two  forts,  particularly  when  the  head 
of  it  is  fixed  in  the  villous  coat  of  the  flo- 
rsiach,  or  duodenum. :  But  when  it  adheres 
lower  in  the  inteftines,  or  is  lodged  chiefly 
in  the  colon,  it  commonly  occafions  no 
great  diforder,  if  the  party  is  naturally 
flrong  and  healthy,  Thofe  wdioare  troubled 
with  this  worm,  void  fome  of  the  joints 
daily ;  and  if  there  are  two  w^orms  of  this 
fort,  or  one  that  is  very  long,  the  party 
voids  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  twelve  of  the 
detached  joints,  or  cucurbitine  worms,  each 
day.  The  joints  of  this  w7orm  increafe  in 
breath  and  length  towards  the  extremity  of 
the  tail.  The  worms  which  form  the 
lowermofi  joints  being  flrong  and  lively, 
they  feparate  themfelves  daily  from  the  con¬ 
tiguous 
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tiguous  joints,  and  thus  are  voided  Angle  : 
The  fucceeding  joints  are  gradually  pro¬ 
duced  in  length  and  breadth  and  acquire 
more  life  and  ftrength  as  they  approach  the 
extremity  of  the  tail,  fo  as  to  be  enabled  to 
difengage  themfelves  fucceflively  from  the 
concatenation.  Thefe  live  detached  joints 
affume  a  fomewhat  different  form  from 
what  they  had  before  their  difunion,  and 
become  longer  and  narrower,  fo  as  to  re- 
femble  the  feed  of  a  gourd :  But  they  can 
alter  this  figure,  and  become  broader  by 
contrafling  thenfelves  in  length. 

The  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  fequel 
voided  two  of  thefe  worms,  in  April  1766  ; 
one  of  thefe  had  a  iharp  head,  forne  fmall 
portion  of  which  feemed  wanting ;  the 
head  of  the  other,  tho’  much  broader,  was 
cornplcat,  having  had  two  fmall  hoots  or 
fangs  in  its  extremity,  of  a  brownifh  colour. 
This  worm  having  a  fmall  (harp  head,  or 
hooks  in  its  head,  which  it  fixes  in  the 
villous  coat  of  the  alimentary  tube,  and  its 
body,  which  is  covered  with  an  exceeding 
vifcid  mucus,  being  flat,  it  adheres  firmly  by 
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a  large  fur  face  to  the  villous  coat ;  which 
makes  its  expulfion  exceeding  difficult;  e- 
fpecially  as  it  is  not  killed  by  any  of  the 
common  worm- medicines  :  Even  the  pow¬ 
der  of  tin,  which  is  the  only  medicine  that 
feems  at  prefent  to  be  relied  on  againft  this 
worm,  is  quite  unequal  to  the  expulfion  of 
it  fo  far  as  I  have  hitherto  experienced: 
Wherefore  the  difeovery  of  a  vermifuge  that 
will  moft  effeclually  and  fpeediiy  expel  this 
monftrous  vermin  muft  be  extremely  de- 
firable,  and  will  fupply  a  material  deficiency 
in  the  prefent  praftice  of  medicine. 

Th  e  gum  gambogite,  which  is  the  true 
and  infallible  vermifuge  of  the  jointed  tape^ 
worm,  was  mentioned  in  a  former  publication 
(EiTay  on  the  Med.  Conffit.  of  Great-Britain, 
page  330);  but  as  I  had  then  experienced 
the  efficacy  of  this  gum  in  one  cafe  only,  it 
was  there  only  mentioned  in  a  curfory  man¬ 
ner,  which  might  occafion  it  to  be  over¬ 
looked,  or  difregarded  by  medical  readers  ; 
wherefore  I  thought  it  proper,  on  farther 
experience,  to  give  a  more  particular  recom¬ 
mendation  or  this  noble  vermifuge. 

*  .  .  >  -  \D  ’ 
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A  gentleman,  aged  about  thirty, 
raafter  of  a  Whitby  fliip,  had  been,  about 
a  year,  troubled  with  the  jointed  tape-worm, 
when  he  firft,  in  January  1764,  defired  my 
advice.  He  had  taken  all  the  common 
worm-medicines,  and  the  tin-powder,  with¬ 
out  effeft.  As  I  intended  to  give  the  powr 
der  of  tin  a  fair  trial  I  ordered  three  drams 
of  that  powder  to  be  taken  by  the  patient, 
twice  a  day,  for  twelve  fucceffive  days ;  du¬ 
ring  that  time  he  rode  out  frequently,  and 
purged  every  fourth  day  with  Pil.  Coccise 
combined  with  calomel.  This  courfe  ha¬ 
ving  produced  no  good  effect,  and  the  tin 
having  caufed  fome  uneafmefs  by  lodging 
in  his  ftomach,  it  was  relinquifhed.  After 
that  he  was  directed  to  take  a  pretty  full 
dofe  of  the  following  pills  every  third  day. 
R.  pil.  coccise  min.  Aik  gum.  gambog.  3.1  j. 
calomel.  Aft.  fyr.  de  rhamno  q.  s.  tit  f.  pil. 
After  taking  four  doles  of  thefe  pills,  he 
voided  two  flat  worms ;  one  of  which  was 
comp! eat,  and  thirteen  feet  in  length ;  the 
other  was  fhorter,  and  a  confiderable  per-1 

tion  of  it  towards  the  head  was  wanting,  of 
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which  a  pretty  exabt  judgment  may  be  form* 
ed  by  the  fize  of  the  joints.  However,  the 
curcurbitlne  worms  were  no  more  to  be 
feen  and  the  party  flattered  himfelf  with 
hope  that  he  had  got  intirely  rid  of  this  ver- 
min ;  he,  neverthelefs,  had  fome  light  feel- 
ingof  the  former  fymptoms,  and,  foon  after 
going  to  fea,  and  in  the  feventh  week  from 
the  expulfion  of  the  abovefaid  worms  the 
cucurbitines  began  to  be  voided  daily  as  ufual, 
which,  mod  probably,  were  the  produfl:  of 
a  fpeedy  elongation  of  the  head  that  re¬ 
mained  ;  and  the  ufual  fymptoms  excited 
by  this  vermin  increafed.  Thefe  fymptoms 
were,  chiefly,  the  following  :  Penn  and  fick- 
nefs  at  the  llomach,  moft  commonly  in  the 
morning,  and  fometimes  after  eating  a  plen¬ 
tiful  meal;  a  fhort  dry  cough  ;  fometimes 
gripes,  or  inappetency  ;  a  pain  and  heavinefs 
of  the  head,  with  dimnefs  of  the  eyes  ; 
fiiort  and  unbound  ileeps ;  debility  and  low- 
nefs  of  {pints ;  a  pale  complexion,  fome¬ 
times  inclining  to  yellow Ifh  ;  and  fometimes 
a  pain  in  the  right  fide  at  the  feat  of  the 
liver. 
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The  fucceeding  winter,  after  the  party, 
came  from  fea,  he  was  feized  with  a  vehe¬ 
ment  cough,  attended  with  a  little  fever, 
naufea,  inappetency  and  watching,  and  was 
much  reduced  by  this  diforder,  'fo  as  to  be 
unable  to  bear  the  operation  of  the  gam¬ 
boge  ;  and  he  thought  that  the  head  of  the 
worm  was  fixed  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
gullet;  where  he  had  a  conftant  uneafy  fen- 
fation.  In  forne  time  after,  on  eating  feme 
ham  to  dinner,  and  riding  out  after  it, 
the  worm  defcended  lower ;  after  which 
he  became  eafy  at  the  ftomach,  the  cough 
abated,  and  he  recovered  his  ffrength  fo  as 
to  be  able  to  go  to  fea.  Next  fpring,  this 
prefent  year,  he  came  to  Skelton,  and  put 
himfelf  under  my  care.  I  refolved  now  to 
purfue  a  fomewhat  different  method  from 
what  I  had  formerly  practiced.  Before  the 
exhibition  of  the  gamboge,  the  party  took 
the  fize  of  a  fmall  nutmeg  of  the  following 
eledtuary  every  night  and  morning.  R.  fah 
martis.  ^ij.  pulv.  fern,  fantonic.  gfs.  pulv. 
jalap  $i.  rhei*  gfs*  calomel  mellis.  §iijo 
m.  f.  eledt.  Tho’  this  proved  laxative,  as 

was 
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was  intended,  yet,  by  the  fixth  day,  the 
calomel  began  to  affe6l  his  mouth  ;  where¬ 
fore  it  was  laid  afide,  and  he  began  to  take 
the  gamboge  ;  and  being  now  pretty  ftrong, 
he  was  more  able  to  bear  a  full  dofe  of 
it.  The  firft  dofe,  confiding  of  15  grains 
of  the  gamboge,  was  made  into  three  pills 
with  extract  of  gentian;  of  thefe  he  took 
two  at  going  to  bed,  which  operated  fharp- 
!y  in  the  night,  and  one  early  next  morn¬ 
ing.  After  an  interval  of  one  day,  he  took 
another  dofe  of  20  grains  of  the  gum,  made 
into  four  pills  with  the  abovefaid  extradl ; 
whereof  he  took  two  at  bedtime,  and  two 
early  next  morning :  Thefe  operated  brlfk- 
ly  in  the  night,  and  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day,  and  killed  and  loofened  the 
worms.  On  the  following  day,  in  the 
morning,  he  voided  one  entire  worm  twelve 
foot  long,  and  another  in  the  afternoon  e- 
leven  feet  in  length ;  fome  fmall  portion  of 
the  head  of  this  laft  feemed  to  be  wanting. 
After  an  interval  of  two  days,  he  took  ano¬ 
ther  full  dofe  of  the  gum,  and  a  fourth  in 
five  days  after  that;  but  no  more  worms 
were  voided ;  and  the  cucurbkine  worms 

quite 
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quite  difappeared.  The  party  was  now 
healthy  and  free  from  all  his  former  com¬ 
plaints,  exclu  five  of  feme  little  uneafy  fe-nfa- 
tioii  which  hill  remained  in  the  umbilical 
region. 

The  party,  foon  after,  wrent  to  fea,  and, 
in  two  months  from  the  expulfion  of  the 
laft-mentioned  worms,  the  uneafy  fenfation 
in  the  umbilical  regi  <n  increafed,  and  beyan 

o  •  O 

to  be  attended,  at  times,  with  gripes,  upon 
which  the  cucurbitine  worms  began  again 
to  be  voided  daily  as  ufuaL  In  Odtohcr 
following,  after  coming  from  fea,  he  again 
applied  to  me.  I  ordered  him  three  dofes 
of  gamboge  made  into  pills,  with  the  ex¬ 
tract  of  gentian  :  The  firft  dofe  expelled  a 
compleat  worm,  four  feet  in  length  ;  he 
took,  after  that,  the  other  two  dofes  ;  the 
cucurbitine  worms  difappeared  after  the  ex¬ 
pulfion  of  the  entire  worm  ;  the  party  be¬ 
came  quite  free  from  all  his  former  com¬ 
plaints,  and  is  at  prefent  (15  Dec.)  in  per¬ 
fect  health ;  and,  apparently,  quite  cleared 
of  this  troublefom  Vermin* 

B  2 
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T  h  e  above-mentioned  elecinary  was 
given  with  a  view  of  either  killing  or  weak¬ 
ening  the  worms,  previous  to  the  exhibition 
of  the  gamboge;  but  it  was  obfervable  that 
it  did  neither,  becaufe  the  cucurbitine 
worms  were  as  lively  as  ufual  on  the  fixth 
day  of  taking  the  elecluary ;  wherefore  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  done  any  fervice. 
But  the  cucurbitine  worms  that  are  expelled 
by  the  gamboge  are  always  voided  dead ; 
and  this  drogue  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one 
yet  known  that  kills  them. 

This  gum  is,  perhaps,  the  be.fl  of  the 
druflic  purgatives,  and  is  of  excellent  ufe  in 
many  other  diforders  as  well  as  the  above- 
mentioned  ;  efpecially  for  feme  robuft  men 
who  are  difficult  to  purge.  The  aforefaid 
patient  had  always  good  fpirits,  and  a  keen 
appetite  after  its  operation,  and  was  very 
little  weakened  by  it.  It  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve  that  the  party  ffiould  lie  in  bed  till  this 
purge  begins  to  operate ;  for  on  fitting  up, 
and  ffirring  about,  it  is  apt  to  excite  vomit¬ 
ing,  efpecially  if  the  full  dofe  be  taken  at 

once, 
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once,  which  will  carry  it  moftly,  if  not 
wholly  upwards.  It  is  alfo  the  mod  pow¬ 
erful  vermifuge,  for  adults,  again  ft  long 
round  worms,  as  I  have  in  feme  inftances 
experienced ;  and  in  this  cafe  is  preferable 
to  the  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  the  fyrup  of 
the  juice  of  bears-foot  and  the  tin&ure  of  ja¬ 
lap  or  rhubarb  ;  for  tho’  this  mixture  doth 
moft  fpeediiy  and  effectually  expel  round 
\vorms  in  children  and  youths,  preferably  to 
any  other  vermifuge  yet  known,  yet  in  a- 
cjults  it  is  lefs  efficacious. 


XVII.  Jin  Idea  of  the  Land -Scurvy, 
extracted  from  a  Treat  if,  in  Manufcript \ 
on  this 


rT''  H  E  common  outward  predifpofing 
JL  caufes  of  the  land-fcufvy  arc,  a  cold 
and  moift  temperature  of  the  air,  and  much 
clofe  or  hazy,  and  changeable  weather,, 
chiefly  in  winter  and  fpring  :  Wherefore  it 
is'moft  incident  to  the  inhabitants  of  nor- 
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them  climates.  Thefe  caufes  give  rife  to  a 
laxity  of  the  fibres,  a  crude  or  imperfectly 
affimilated  fiate  of  the  juices,  an  impaired 
perforation,  more  or  lefs  of  a  cacochymy, 
or  the  land-fcurvy,  and  a  great  variety  of  ills 
which  thence  refult* 

The  peccant  humors  which  conftitute 
this  difeafe,  fhould  feem  to  confift  partly  of 
chyle  that  is  never  thoroughly  affimilated, 
or  converted  into  wholefome  juices,  and 
partly  of  feme  portion  of  the  excrementiti- 
pus  parts  of  the  circulating  juices,  or  fuch 
particles  of  them  as  become  at  length  unfit 
for  ufe,  and  in  feme  meafure  noxious. 
Thefe  peccant  humors,  on  being  long  re¬ 
tained  in  the  body,  acquire  the  fcorbutic 
virulence,  and  a  difpofition  of  being  exceed¬ 
ing  difficult  of  concoction,  and  reparation 
from  the  found  juices,  and  of  expulfion 
by  the  emunclories.  Thefe  humors  vary, 
as  to  their  nature,  or  particular  acrimony, 
and  give  rife  to  different  difeafes,  in  diffe- 
rent  perfons,  according  to  their  perfonal  ha¬ 
bits,  natural  temperaments,  and  conftitu-^ 

tions, 
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tic-ns,  their  ages,  diet*  the  air  they  breathe? 
and  their  manner  of  life. 

y  *  V' 

The  difeafes  induced  by  more  or  lefs 
of  the  fcorbutic  caeochymy,  in  thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  cir  cum  Frances  are,  chiefly,  the  follow¬ 
ing  ;  namely,  an  habitual  landffcurvy,  or 
•fcorbutic  affebbon  of  the  firft  clafs :  Slow 
fcorbutic  or  nervous  little  fevers  of  long 

O 

duration,  which  are  often  attended  with  hy¬ 
pochondriac  and  hyfteric  fymptoms ;  fcor¬ 
butic  or  eiyfipeiatous  defluxions ;  fcorbutic 
rheumtaifms ;  fcorbutic  eruptions  of  various 
forts;  the  gout ;  the  fciatica  ;  palfies ;  hypo¬ 
chondriac  and  hyfferic  affections ;  a  cachexy 
and  dropfy  ;  or  an  atrophy ;  befides  many 
other  difeafes  which  are  induced  by  the  a- 
bovefaid  humors,  in  thefe  different  circum- 
ftances,  in  concurrence  with  particular  local, 
or  accidental  auxiliary  caufes,  as  I  have  more 
particularly  obferved  in  a  former  publication. 

The  cancer  is  the  mod  virulent  fpecies 
of  the  land-fcurvy ;  and  the  wandering,  or 
partial  rheumatifms  that  are  fometimes  oe- 
pafioned  by  its  peccant  humor,  on  being  re- 
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a  flamed  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  do  confti- 
tute  the  mod  virulent  and  infuperable  fpe^ 
cies  of  the  fcorbutic  rheumatifm.  The  feat 
and  primary  caufe  of  the  cancerous  humor 
is' unquestionably  afcertained  ;  fince,  as  the 
cancer  always  affects  one  or  more  glands, 
and  is  preceded  by  a  fchirrus,  the  fir-ft  obvi¬ 
ous  internal  caufe  of  it  is  a  dagnation  of 
lymph,  or  white  juices  in  thefe  glands ; 
which,  by  being  long  retained  in  the  body 
in  a  date  of  dagnation,  acquire  the  cance¬ 
rous  acrimony  and  virnlency ;  and  at  length 
infefr  the  wdioie  mafs  of  blood  with  a  can- 
cerous  humor  ;  which  is  wholly  infupera¬ 
ble,  becaufe  it  will  not  admit  of  conco&ion, 
or  feparation  from  the  found  juices  ;  and 
therefore  can  never  be  totally  expelled  by 
the  emun clones  I  have  obferved  that  an 
occult  cancer  or  painful  fchirrus  is  fpeedily 
formed  by  the  translation  of  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mour  of  an  old  fcorbutic  ulcer  in  the  leg, 
or  of  an  inveterate  moift  herpes,  to  one  of 
the  breads,  in  women.  This  not  only 
fhews  the  analogy  of  the  fcorbutic  humour 
with  the  cancerous,  but  aUq  that  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  true  cancer  doth  very  much  de¬ 
pend, 
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pend  on  the  particular  conformation  of  the 
organical  part  where  the  peccant  humor  is 
lodged. 

That  the  humors  peculiar  to  home  cu¬ 
taneous  eruptions,  and  certain  virulent  fcor- 
butic  ulcers,  have  an  affinity  with  the  can- 
cerous,  is  manifdl  not  only  from  the  above- 
faid  inffance,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  peccant 
humours  peculiar  to  the  land-fcnrvy  are,  in 
general,  exceeding  difficult  of  concodioii ; 
and,  for  the  mod  part,  will  not  admit  of 
that  change  till  they  have  firfl  undergone  an 
eruptive  crifis,  in  the  form  either  of  a  cuta¬ 
neous  eruption,  fcorbutic  little  boils  or  fu¬ 
runcles,  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation,  a  re¬ 
gular  gout,  or  a  vehement  fciatica.  The 
peccant  humour  is,  in  due  time,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  critical  difeafe,  con- 
coded,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  heat  and 
inflammation  attending  thefe  difeafes,  fo  as 
to  render  it  fufeeptive  of  flying  off  by  per- 
fpiration,  or  of  being  feparated  from  the 
found  juices,  and  expelled  by  the  emuncto- 
ries.  But  the  cutaneous  feurvy,  is,  in  gene¬ 
ra^  of  much  longer  duration  than  the  regu¬ 
lar 
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lar  gout;  becaufe  die  peccant  huihours  pe¬ 
culiar  to  nroft  eruptions  are  more  difficult 
of  concoflion  than  the, arthritic  humour ; 
and  partly  becaufe  the  miliary  glands  are 
commonly  affected,  and  their  fecretiori  is 
vitiated  in  obftinate  cutaneous  eruptions.  It 
is  alfo  obfervahle  that  the  fciatica  is  often  of 
much  longer  continuance  than  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  gout ;  becaufe  it  is  not  attended  with 
any  manifeft  inflammation,  but  rather  with 
a  coldnefs  and  num briefs  of  the  affected 
thigh,  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  but, 
in  the  height  and  decreafe  of  it,  the  native 
heat,  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  is  ihereafed  ; 
which  forwards  the  conco&ion  of  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour,  and  the  recefs  of  the  partial 
difeafe. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
principal  fliare  of  the  peccant  humors  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  land-fcurvy,  confifts  of  vitiated 
white  juices ;  fince  they  are,  in  general,  of 
a  fubtil  nature,  mod  difficult  of  concoffcion, 
and  moft  apt  to  affect  the  nerves ;  and  are 
the  chief  fource  of  all  nervous  diforders, 
except  fuch  as  are  induced  by  great  affec- 
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tions  of  the  mind  ;  or  by  a  great  depravity 
of  the  juices  in  the  laft  liage  of  fatal  fevers; 
and  fome  other  accidental  caufes  fpecified  in 
the  fequel.  Hence  alfo  it  is,  that  the  nu¬ 
tritious  juice  is  often  much  vitiated  in,  an 
habitual  fcorbutic  afFe&ion  ;  that  the  flight- 
eft  wounds,  in  that  cafe,  particularly  in  the 
legs,  are  healed  with  difficulty ;  and  that 
fome  perfons  become  emaciated  even  when 
they  have  a  good  appetite. 

T  H  o'  the  remote  accidental  internal 
caufes  of  the  abovefaid  fcorbutic  difeaies, 
confift,  chiefly,  of  a  laxity  of  the  lollds, 
indigeftion,  indigeftible  food,  an  impaired 
perfpiration,  a  plethora,  inanition;  yet  when 
any  of  thofe  difeafes  are  hereditary,  they  do, 
I  fuppofe,  originally  fpriilg  from  a  particu¬ 
lar  conformation  of  the  organical  parts  of 
the  body,  or  from  a  fault  in  fome  particular 
organs,  and  moft  commonly,  I  fuppofe,  in 
thofe  that  ferve  to  prepare  the  chyle  and  the 
bile  ;  which  difpofes  them  to  generate  and 
retain  the  particular  humour,  which  gives 
rife  to  the  hereditary  difeafe. 
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The  feveral  appearances  of  the  fcurvy, 
in  general,  may  be  comprehended  under 

three  clalfes.  The  firft  confifts  of  the  land- 

/ 

fcurvy  in  its  mod  crude  date,  when  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour  is  pretty  uniformly  didributed 
throughout  the  habit,  or  chiefly  affects  the 
abdominal vifcera,  or  fome  other  noble  part; 
and  is  recent,  or  not  yet  fo  changed,  by  the 
powers  of  the  body,  as  to  be  fufceptible  of 
an  eruptive  crifls,  or  of  being  expelled  by 
the  emun&ories.  • 

v  i  • 

This  habitual  land-fcurvy,  or  fcorbutie 
affeftion,  is  attended  by  the  following  fymp- 
tums.  The  party  is  heavy,  lifilefs,  feeble, 
often  low  fpirited,  and  his  memory  is  fome- 
times  impaired  ;  he  is  lefs  prone  to  fweat, 
and  the  complexion  is  paler  than  ufual ;  the 
appetite,  in  fome,  is  impaired,  in  others  it  is 
pretty  good  ;  in  fome,  the  fkin  is  dry,  harfh, 
and  tightly  braced  ;  but  mod  commonly  it 
is  flaccid,  together  with  the  fubcutaneous 
fat  and  mufeular  flefh  ;  the  pulfe  is  fmaller, 
and  weaker  than  in  health,  or  fomewhat  be¬ 
low  the  natural  ftandard ;  the  urine,  for  the 

mod: 
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moft  part,  is  high  coloured,  and  often 
fcanty ;  and  foractimes  it  is  pale  and  copi¬ 
ous  ;  the  deeps,  at  lead  in  an  incipient  (cur¬ 
vy,  are  often  longer  and  founder,  yet  lefs 
refrefhing,  than  ufual ;  for  fuch  long  deeps 
tend  to  increafe  the  vifeidity  of  the  juices, 
and  the  languid  difpodtion  ;  and  fometimes 
they  occafion  the  party,  if  he  takes  little  ex- 
ercife,  and  has  a  good  appetite,  to  become 
bloated  with  a  loofe  watery  rat,  or  to  con¬ 
tract  a  fizy  blood  ;  others  deep  badly  in  the 
forepart  of  the  night,  and  are  heavy,  droufy, 
and  unrefredied  in  the  morning; :  The  bile 
is  generally  inert,  vifeid  and  fcanty,  and 
fometimes  it  becomes  acrid  and  much  viti¬ 
ate,  which  occafion  many  bad  effcCts  that 
tend  to  increafe  the  habitual  fcorbutic  affec¬ 
tion  :  The  party  is  generally  coftive,  and 
troubled  with  flatus,  which  often  tends 
upwards,  as  is  ufual  in  the  hypochondriac 
affection ;  digeftion  is  commonly  more  or 
lefs  impaired ;  the  ffomach  is  often  tumefied 
after  dinner,  and  acefcent  foods  are  apt  to 
become  four  therein  ;  whence  heart-burns, 
and  belching  up  of  much  watery  phlegm  ; 
and  fometimes  ropy  phlegm  is  apt  to  breed 
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In  the  domach ;  fome  complain  of  ficknefs, 
or  pain,  or  oppreffion  at  the  flomach  ;  fome 
are  apt  to  vomit  after  meals;  and  fome  have 
a  profufe  excretion  of  faliva*  The  nutriti¬ 
ons  juices  are  vitiated;  and  fome  become 
emaciated,  even  when  they  have  a  good  ap  ¬ 
pelate  ;  walking  brifkly  occafions  an  unu- 
fual  mo  r  to  eft  of  breath;  and,  in  fome  few 
jnffances,  there  is  a  ftraitnefs  of  the  bread', 
or  a  confined  refpiration,  If  an  acrid  or  hot 
fcorbutic  humour  is  blended  with  the  found 
juices,  or  is  partly  lodged  in  the  coats  of 
the  flomach,  the  party  has  a  febricula,  with 
a  whitifh  or  furred  tongue.  In  fome  cafes 
there  is  a  crackling  of  the  joints,  particularly 
of  the  knees ;  the  (kin  of  the  hands,  chiefly 
in  the  palms,  becomes  often  coarfe,  and 
fometimes  chapped  ;  the  flighted  wounds 
are  healed  with  difficulty  ;  and  if  an  iifue 
is  funk  in  the  leg,  it  is  apt  to  degenerate  into 
an  ill-conditioned  fore,  with  an  ichorous 
dTcharge.  Sometimes  a  few  fpots  of  a  pale 
livid  hue  appear  on  the  fkin  ;  but  they  are 
fleeting,  and  of  fliort  duration;  fometimes, 
but  feldom,  large  blotches  of  a  dark  red,  or 
tumors  of  a  pale  or  reddifli  colour,  both  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  with  itching,  and  different  from  the 
effere,  appear  on  the  extremities ;  thefe  too 
are  fometimes  alfo  fleeting  and  of  fhort  du¬ 
ration  ;  and,  in  fome  few  inflances,  there  is 
afwellmg  of  the  ankles,  with  fhooting pains 
in  the  legs,  or  a  hard  painfull  (welling  of  the 
calves  of  the  legs.  In  women,  the  menfes 
are  either  quite  fupprefled,  or  fcanty  and 
irregular,  which  increafes  the  difeafe  ;  hut  if 
they  have  a  copious  acrid  fcorbutic  humour 
in  the  blood,  with  eroded  gums,  they 
fometimes,  from  fome  degree  of  the  fcor¬ 
butic  petechial  dyfcrafy,  *  have  profufe 
evacuations  of  the  menfes,  which  return 
at  fhort  intervals,  fo  as  to  occafion  great 
debility,  and  nervous  diforders  from  ina¬ 
nition  ;  and  frequently  they  are  affeaed 
with  the  fluor  albus. 

i  v*  >  •*  '  1 

Tills 


#  By  the  petechial  dyfcrafy  is  meant  here,  and  in  other 
parts  of  this  work,  a  certain  dilfolution  or  diftemper  of 
the  blood,  which  difpofes  it  to  pafs,  by  tranfcplation, 
thro’  the  fides  of  the  veffels,  and  by  fome  excretory  tubes, 
fo  as  to  occafion  livid  petechias,  vibices,  fpitting  of  blood, 
and  fometimes  bloody  urine,  or  profufe  hemorrhages. 
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This  fcorbutic  affe&ion  is  moft  fre¬ 
quent  in  April  and  May,  and  the  fore  part 
of  June,  when  there  are  few  who  have  not 
forne  feeling  of  it :  As  it  often  refembles  the 
hypochondriac  affe&ion,  and  may  be  deem- 
ed  a  fmall  degree  of  this  diforder  it  is  moft 
apt,  in  fome  conftitutions,  particularly  in 
thofe  who  are  fubje<ft  to  a  fcorbutic  humour, 
and  in  certain  circumftances,  efpecially  after 
a  quartan  intermittent,  to  amount  to  a  con¬ 
firmed  hypochondriac  affe<ftion.  It  eaflly 
degenerates,  when  aggravated  by  certain 
auxiliary  caufes  fpecified  in  the  fequeL  into 
the  extraordinary  fcurvies  of  the  third  clafs; 
fometimes,  without  the  acceflion  of  thefe 
caufes,  it  terminates  in  a  jaundice  ;  and  in 
perfons  of  a  weak  or  broken  conftitution  a- 
bove  a  middle  age,  it  is  apt  to  terminate  in 
an  atrophy,  or  in  a  cachexy  and  dropfy. 

But  if  the  peccant  humour  is  almoft 
wholly  thrown  outwards  in  the  form  of  a 
cutaneous  eruption,  all  the  preceding  fymp- 
toms  difappear,  and  the  party  becomes  heal¬ 
thy  and  alert.  In  perfons  whofe  manner 
of  life  fubje&s  them  to  the  gout,  the  pec¬ 
cant 
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cant  humour  which  creates  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fcorbutic  affecftion,  affumes  a  gouty- 
nature  ;  and  as  foon  as  a  regular  gout  is 
produced,  the  habitual  fcurvy  ceafes,  and 
the  party  becomes  healthy,  and  has  good 
feints. 

J. 

Th  e  peccant  humour  is  fometimes  part¬ 
ly  colletfted,  and  feparated  from  the  found 
juices ;  but  not  being  wholly  prepared  fo  as 
to  admit  of  an  eruptive  crifis ;  or  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  body  being  too  weak  or  languid 
to  throw  it  outward  in  the  form  of  a  criti¬ 
cal  difeafe,  it  falls  moftly  on  fome  particular 
inward  part ;  or  is  moveable,  and  flies  from 
one  part  to  another  ;  and  thus  induces  ob~ 

ftinate  hypochondriac  affeftions ;  obftinate 
wandering  rheumatifms ;  a  chronic  head-ach ; 
an  obftinate  cough  ;  afthmatic  affe<ftions ;  a 
chronic  dyfury ;  a  febricula  ;  palfies ;  and 
many  other  obftinate  difeafes,  which  are  of¬ 
ten  of  long  continuance,  but  feldom  prove 
fatal  to  perfons  under  a  middle  age,  provid¬ 
ed  they  are  not  aggravated  by  certain  auxi¬ 
liary  external  or  internal  caufes.  The  dif¬ 
eafes  from  this  caufe  do  alfo  belong  to  the 
firft  clafs  of  the  land-fcurvy. 


The 
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The  fecond  clafs  of  the  fand-fcurvy 
comprehends  all  the  critical  difeafes  which 
the  fcorbutic  humour  creates  after  it  is  fe- 
parated  wholly,  or  in  a  great  meafure,  from 
the  found  juices,  and  determined  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  or  to  the  extremities; 
fuch  as  cutaneous  eruptions  of  various  forts, 
the  gout,  eryfipelas,  and  fciatica  To  this 
clafs  alfo  belong  the  internal  difeafes  occa- 
honed  by  the  fcorbutic  humour,  when,  af¬ 
ter  fuch  a  crifis,  it  retires,  and  attacks  fonie 
noble  part. 

i 

I  t  is  remarkable  that  the  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mour,  after  having  once  formed  an  outward 
critical  difeafe,  generally  acquires  a  much 
higher  degree  of  acrimony,  or  virulence, 
before  it  is  thoroughly  conco&ed,  than  it 
poileffed  in  its  firft  crude  (late,  or  at  any 
time  before  its  expulfion  outward;  in  like 
manner  as  vitiated  lymph  becomes  more  vi¬ 
rulent  by  lying  long  (lagnant  in  a  fchirrous 
gland,  out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation. 

o  J  i 

Wherefore  the  partial  internal  difeafes  indu¬ 
ced  by  the  fcorbutic  humour,  after  retiring 
inward,  or  being  repelled  by  improper  treat¬ 
ment. 
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nient,  are  more  violent  and  dangerous,  than 
thofe  it  occafioned  when,  in  its  fir  ft  crude 
date,  it  was  blended  with  the  circulating  jul 
ees,  or  was  determined  partly  to  home  noble 
part.  Indeed,  in  the  former  cafe,  it  may  be 
more  hurtful  by  having  its  active  powers 
more  converged,  and  falling  wholly  on  foms 
particular  inward  part. 

»  \  ,  1  , 

The  erofion  of  the  gums,  Incident  to 
feme  perfons  living  on  fliore,  is,  for  the 
moft  part,  occafioned  by  an  herpetic  hu¬ 
mour  ;  and  is  exceeding  difficult  of  cure  * 
for  fcorbutic  humours  are,  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  diverted  from  any  place  where  they 
happen  to  fix  ;  efpecially  if  the  local  difeafe 
be  of  long  (landing;  which  increafes  the 
effeft  of  habit,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  dif- 
cafed  part.  Scorbutic  ulcers,  and  moift  her¬ 
petic  eruptions  in  the  legs,  are  yet  more  ob- 
ftinate,  at  lead  in  feme  particular  habits,  by 
reafon  of  their  dependent  fituation.  But* 
as  outward  fcorbutic  difeafes  are  often  al- 
moft  wholly  local,  home  perfons  have  ero¬ 
ded  gums,  and  carious  teeth,  who,  in  al! 
other  refoefts^  are  tolerably  healthy.  In 

D  2  the 
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the  fird  and  fecond  fpecies  of  the  land- 
fcurvy,  already  defcribed*  the  gums  are  mod 
commonly  found:  But  when  they  are  much 
eroded,  or  ulcerate,  and  mod  apt  to  bleed, 
the  difeafe  Is  a  true  fcurvy  of  the  third  clafs, 
or  has  a  tendency  thereto. 

» 

The  inhabitants  of  low  mold  aguifh 
countries  are  mod  fubjed  to  the  land-  fcurvy ; 
and  chiefly  to  the  obflinate  chronic  difeafes 
which  reful t  from  fcorhutic  humours  in  an 
influent  date ;  the  rather  becaufe  their  diet, 
in  confequence  of  the  rlchnefs  of  the  foil 
of  low  countries,  conflds  almod  wholly  of 
heavy,  or  badly  fermented  wheaten  and  le¬ 
guminous  foods,  faked  and  (moke-dried 
beef  and  bacon,  and  fat  baked  meats  ;  I 
mean  with  regard  to  the  vulgar,  who  are 
mod  fubjeci  to  the  land- fcurvy.  The  con¬ 
trary,  in  a  great  meafure,  takes  place  with 
regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  high  and  dry 
falubrious  countries,  with  a  light  foil. 

Young  children,  Yis  well  known,  are 
far  lefs  healthy  in  populous  towns,  than  in 
pure  and  frefh  country  air:  Wherefore  the 

coun- 
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country  children,  having  ftronger  vital  pow¬ 
ers,  become  more  lubje<ft  to  the  eruptive 
fcurvy,  than  the  children  in  clofe  populous 
towns ;  particularly  to  moift  inflammatory 
eruptions,  and  the  fcorbutic  itch  :  But  the 
latter  have  often  more  or  lefs  of  an  habitu¬ 
al  fcorbutic  affection,  or  the  land-fcurvy  or 
the  firft  clafs,  from  the  retention  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  peculiar  to  cutaneous  eruptions :  And 
this  is  the  chief  fource  of  the  convulfive 
fits,  rickets,  and  other  difeafes,  which  prove 
fatal  to  near  half  of  the  London  children 
under  two  years  of  age.  Hence  alfo  it  is 
that  the  fmall-pox,  mealies  and  hooping- 
cough  are  far  more  fatal  to  children  in 
populous  towns,  than  in  falubrious  country 
villages. 

The  fcurvies  comprehended  under  the 
the  firft  and  fecond  clafles,  may  be  termed 
ordinary,  and  thofe  of  the  third  clafs  extra¬ 
ordinary  fcurvies.  The  ordinary  land-fcur¬ 
vy,  whofe  peccant  humour,  when  thrown 
outwards,  upon  the  furface  of  the  body,  or 
to  the  extremities,  produces  one  of  the  a- 
fore-mentioned  critical  difeafes,  is  very  dim 
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ferent,  as  to  its  afjpeft,  and  nature,  from  the 
true  muriatic  fcurvy.  The  former  depends 
on  a  peccant  humour  which,  as  is  before  ob- 
ferved,  may  either  be  blended  with  the 
found  juices  throughout  the  body,  or  may 
be  feparated  from  thefe  juices,  and  thrown 
almoft  wholly  on  feme  particular  outward 
or  inward  part  ;  and,  being  moveable,  it  may 
often,  by  a  particular  treatment,  be  either 
attracted,  or  repelled,  or  expelled  from  the 
interior  to  the  outward  parts  of  the  body  : 
And  when  it  is  feparated,  by  the  powers  of 
the  body,  from  the  found  juices,  and  thrown 
upon  the  fkin,  or  to  the  extremities,  the 

JL  7 

party  enjoys  a  good  hate  of  health,  exclu¬ 
sive'  of  the  particular  critical  difeafe  which 
thence  refults ;  provided  the  inflammation 
attending  fuch  a  difeafe  is  not  confiderable, 
fo  as  to  excite  feme  degree  of  a  fymptoma- 
tlc  fever.  But,  in  the  muriatic  fcurvy,  there 
is  no  particular  moveable  peccant  humour 
that  will  admit  of  the  circum fences  above- 
m en tinned :  This  difeafe  i  s  a  particular  fpecies 
of  cachexy,  arifing  from  a  general  ayfcra- 
fy  and  depravity  of  the  blood,  joined  with 
great  laxity  of  the  folids ;  but  that  is  of 

fuch 
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Rich  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  being  foon  and 
eafily  cured  by  frefh  vegetables,  or  ripe 
fruits  only;  whereby  that  particular  dyf- 
crafy  is  corrected,  and  the  blood  refumes  its 
former  falutary  date ;  which  it  could  not,  I 
fuppofe,  recover,  if  the  di (temper  of  the 
blood,  in  this  habitual  feurvy,  confided 
wholly  in  a  fomewhat  putrid  flate  of  it ; 
as  fome  affirm.  But  the  peccant  humour  of 
the  abovefaid  land- feurvy  will  not  admit  of 
any  correction,  or  reaflimilation  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  found  juices ;  or  but  in  a  very  fmall 
degree ;  and,  being  exceeding  difficult  of 
concoCtion,  it  is  often,  with  the  utmofl  diffi¬ 
culty  expelled  out  of  the  body ;  nay,  fome 
perfons  who  live  on  the  mod  wholfome 
foods,  and  breathe  a  fine  air,  are  more  or 

lefs  affeCted  with  it  during  life. 

•» 

W  e  now  proceed  to  the  extraordinary 
feur vies  of  the  third  clafs ;  but  fhall  only 
jud  mention  thefe  feurvies,  with  their  re¬ 
mote  caufes.  Some  malignant  and  dange¬ 
rous  feurvies  are  induced  by  the  common 
outward  caufes  of  the  aforefaid  ordinary 
land'fcurvieSj  in  concurrence  with  other 


auxi- 
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auxiliary  caufes,  fuch  as  the  following.  Fa¬ 
mine  ;  unfound  proviflons ;  great  anxiety,  and 
defpair  ;  faked  meat ;  falted  and  dried  fifh  ; 
heavy  farinacious  and  leguminous  foods ; 
the  want  of  milk,  and  green  vegetables ;  put- 
rid  water;  foul  air;  lazinefsand  confienment ; 
fatigue  and  watching,  and  being  much  ex- 
pofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather;  a  low 
rnarlhy  Situation  ;  particular  con  dilutions  of 
die  air,  with  frequent  rain,  in  the  courfe  of 
one,  two,  or  three  feafons  ;  antecedent  remit- 
tingand  intermitting  fevers  that  terminate  by 
an  imperfect  crifis;  very  intenfe  and  long  con¬ 
tinued  frofts  in  winter  and  fpririg ;  the  tranfi- 
tion  from  a  cold,  or  temperate  climate  to  the 
torrid  zone, joined  with  falted  meat,  and  other 
denfe  food  ;  or  the  transition  from  a  hot  or 
temperate  climate  to  a  cold  one.  Hence  the 
malignant  feurvy  which  happened  in  Paris, 
in  1699,  which  is  well  deferibed  by  Mr 
Poupart  (Phil.  Tranf  No.  318.  p.  323.) 
the  petechial  land-fcurvy  ;  various  compli¬ 
cations  of  the  land-fcurvy  and  the  muri* 
atic;  and  the  true  muriatic  feurvy.  All 
the  feurvies  of  this  clafs  are  attended 
with  more  or  lefs  of  the  petechial  dyferafy, 

or 
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•tv  of  the  dyfcrafy  peculiar  to  the  muriatic 
fcurvy. 

The  peccant  humour  peculiar  to  the 
ordinary  land-feurvy  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
claffes,  fbould  feem  to  be  formed  chiefly  by 
the  union  of  a  flrong  acid  with  a  fomewhac 
rancid  animal  oil,  in  various  proportions : 
Wherefore  it  may,  not  improperly,  be  term¬ 
ed  the  acid,  or  rather  fulphurous  fcurvy. 

The  peccant  humour  that  is  thus  form¬ 
ed,  will  fcarce  admit  of  reaffimilation,  and 
muff  be  exceeding  difficult  of  concoction  $, 
which,  I  fuppofe,  can  only  be  effected  by 
the  acid  being  neutralized,  or  rather  in  fome 
meafure  alcalized  by  a  powerful  eCtion  of 
the  veffels,  with  a  proportionate  degree  cf 
native  heat,  long  continued ;  which  will  t>c~ 
cafion  it  to  form  a  kind  of  fapo  with  its 
united  oil;  and  being  thus  prepared,  it  will 
admit  of  being  totally  expelled  by  the  e- 
munCtorles.  But  it  generally  happens  that 
the  pulfe  and  native  heat  are  below  the  na¬ 
tural  (fandard,  and  that  the  digeffive  and 
affimilating  powers  are  weak,  in  this  difeafc, 

when 
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when  Influent  or  habitual  ;  which  very 
much  retards  the  conco<flion  of  the  peccant 
humour  ;  which,  therefore,  can  often  only 
be  effected,  as  is  before  obferved,  by  the 
powers  of  the  body,  either  by  very  flow  de¬ 
grees  m  a  long  period  of  time ;  or  fome- 
what  fooner  with  the  aid  of  medicines  that 
are  warm,  ftimulating,  bracing,  attenuant, 
and  apperient,  joined  with  a  proper  diet, 
exercife,  and  a  pure  and  dry  air  ;  or  more 
fpeedily  by  the  inflammation  induced  by 
the  fcorbutic  humour,  when  it  forms  an 
outward  critical  difeafe,  efpecially  as  the 
powers  of  the  body,  in  this  cafe,  are  vigo¬ 
rous;  or  by  the  ftipervention  of  a  continued 
fever,  or  a  regular  vernal  intermittent.  In 
many  inftances,  the  peccant  humour  remains 
influent,  or  blended  with  the  circulating  jui¬ 
ces  for  years,  before  it  can  be  fo  prepared 
by  the  powers  of  body,  as  even  to  admit  of 
an  eruptive  crifis;  and  in  fome  particular 
habits,  efpecially  in  the  decline  of  life,  it  is 
wholly  infuperable. 

'  v*  J  sj  .  •  .1  *.  ^  .  *  ■*  , 
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XVIII.  Observations  and  Remarks 
relative  to  fome  Particulars  in  the 
foregoing  EJfay ;  chiefly  with  regard  to 
the  Hypochondriac  Affection. 

1  '  , 

IT  is  obferved  in  the  fixth  paragraph  of 
the  preceding  effay,  that  the  peccant 
humors  peculiar  to  the  ordinary  land-fcurvy 
do  conditute  the  chief  immediate  caufe  of  all 
nervous  diforders ;  exclufive  of  thofe  that  are 
induced  by  affections  of  the  mind,  a  great 
depravity  of  the  juices  in  the  laftdage  of  fa¬ 
tal  fevers,  and  fome  other  accidental  or  con- 
ftitutional  caufes :  Thefe  caufes  are,  chiefly, 
the  following.  1.  A  fedentary  life  ;  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  party  ftoops  much  in  reading,  wri¬ 
ting,  or  fewing ;  or  leans,  with  his  bread, 
againd  the  table  or  defk  in  writing,  by  v/hich 
refpiration  is  in  fome  meafure  confined.  2. 
The  preffure  of  the  bread-beam  againd  the 
umbilical  region,  in  weaving,  chiefly  after 
•  a  plentiful  meal  3.  The  body  being  often 
toQ  quickly  cooled,  or  lying  upon  the 

E  2  ground 
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ground  when  much  heated  by  vehement 
exercife,  or  hard  work;  efpecially  if  the 
party  lives  almoft  wholly  on  coarfe  heavy 
foods  that  are  difficult  of  digefiion  and  af- 
fimilation.  This  caufe  is  molt  incident  to 
hard-working  hufbandmen.  4,  A  large 
draught  of  water,  or  beer,  or  ale,  drank 
cold,  while  the  party  is  much  heated  by 
hard  work,  or  vehement  exercife  ;  efpecial¬ 
ly  if  he  fits  down,  or  remains  inactive  af¬ 
ter  fiich  a  cold  draught  This  powerful 
caufe  is  alfo  mod  incident  to  hard  working 
people.  Eating  too  mu  h  cold  fruit  has 
fometimes  a  fimilar  effeCt,  in  perfons  of  ten¬ 
der  conftitutions.  5.  Spirituous  liquors 
drank  to  excefs.  6.  Living  too  low ;  or 
ftrong  green  tea,  or  coffee  drank  daily  in 
excefs.  7.  Immoderate  chewing  of  tobac¬ 
co.  8.  Great  fatigue  and  watching.  9.  A 
tender  and  delicate  frame  of  body,  with 
lax  fibres  and  weak  nerves,  or  inanition. 
10.  Some  remains  of  an  old  venereal  taint, 
efpecially  if  the  conftitution  hath  been 
much  injured  by  a  frequent  ufe  of  mercu¬ 
rials.  But  thefe  caufes  are  alfo  more  or 
lefs  productive  of  fcorbutic  humours,  wlfich 

are 
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are  the  chief  fource  of  obftinate  nervous 
diforders  in  general. 

So  m  £  of  the  moft  obftinate  cafes  of  the 
hypochondriac  affefton  that  have  fallen  un¬ 
der  my  obfervation  were  induced  by  a  large 
draught  of  cold  fpring  water,  or  {mail  beer, 
in  the  circumftance  above  mentioned.  The 
cold  water,  in  this  cafe,  probably  occafions  a 
coagulation  of  fome  portion  of  the  blood  in 
the  veins  of  the  ftomach,  or  a  tendency  of  it 
to  that  (late ;  whence  obftruftions  not  onlyin 
that  organ,  but  alfo  in  the  fpleen  or  liver  :  or, 
the  nerves  of  the  ftomach  may  be  fo  much 
chilled  by  the  cold  water,  as  to  become  ob~ 
drafted,  or  deprived,  in  a  great  meafure,  of 
their  vital  power  ;  the  particular  parts  they 
ferve  will,  of  courfe,  become,  in  fome  mea- 
iure,  paralytic ;  whence  indigeftion,  a  great 
variety  of  ills,  and  an  obftinate  hypochon¬ 
driac  affeftion. 

It  is  remarkable  that  fuch  a  cold  draught, 
taken  when  the  party  is  hot,  and  the  {kin 
bedewed  with  fweat,.  and  relaxed,  feldom 
produces  any  inward  diforder,  if  the  party 
is  aftive  after  it ;  yet,  fometimes,  occafions 
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a  rafh,  or  the  gutta  rofacea,  or  a  fcabby,  ox 
fcurfy  eruption  to  break  out  upon  the  fkin,. 
In  this  cafe,  the  peccant  humour  of  fuch  an 
eruption,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  generated 
immediately  in  confequence  of  the  large 
draught  of  cold  water :  ’Tis  more  probable 
that  the  peccant  humour  was  previoufly  in 
an  influent  or  latent  hate,  in  the  body  ;  but 
fo  prepared  as  to  be  fufceptible,  with  the 
abovefaid  accidental  aid,  of  an  eruptive  cri- 
*  fis ;  which,  in  this  circumftance,  fhould 
feem  to  be  effected  by  the  corroborative,  re¬ 
pellent,  and  diaphoretic  or  effluent  qualities 
of  the  ingefted  cold  water ;  the  attendant 
fweating  and  relaxation  of  the  fkin  favour¬ 
ing  the  eruption. 

Ba  t  h  in  g  in  the  fea  often  occafions 
a  cutaneous  eruption,  particularly  in  youths 
and  young  adults,  even  when  they  have  no 
manifeft  antecedent  indilpofition,  by  corro¬ 
borating  the  whole  body,  improving  the  ap¬ 
petite,  and  confequently  increafing  the  com 
coflive,  aflimilating,  and  effluent  faculties. 
The  eruption  is,  I  fuppofe,  partly  folicited 
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to  the  {kin  by  the  Simulating  quality  of  the 
fea  water, 

I  t  is,  I  think,  more  particularly  obfer- 
yed,  in  feverai  parts  of  the  EfTay  on  the  Me¬ 
dical  Conftitu.tion  of  Great-Britain,  than  it 
has  been  by  any  former  author,  that  the 
fcorbutic  humours,  peculiar  to  the  ordinary 
fand-fcurvy,  (which,  befides  the  different 
forts  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  comprehends 
the  rheumatifm,  the  gout,  and  eryfipelas) 
do  conftitute  the  firft  internal  and  efficient 
caufe  of  hypochondriac  and  hyfteric  affecli- 
ons,  in  general,  and  of  mod  other  obflinate 
nervous  diforders.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
that  a  recent  rheum,  from  cold,  cloth  fome- 
times  give  rife  to  vehement  nervous  difeafes  *5 
But  thefe  are  feldom  of  long  continuance, 
becaufe  the  recent  rheum  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceed  is  generally  far  more  eafy  of  concocll- 
on,  or  refolution,  than  the  abovefaid  fcor¬ 
butic  humours ;  and  readily  admits  of  this 
change  in  fimple  colds,  and  fimple  fevers. 

F  r  o  m  a  due  attention  to  the  nature  of 
the  abovefaid  efficient  caufe  of  obffinate 
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nervous  diforders,  I  was  led  to  make  trial 
of  a  fomewhat  different  procedure  from  the 
common  method  of  cure  In  thefe  diforders, 
and  have  not  been  difappointed  in  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  it.  The  general  treatment  I  pra<5H- 
fed  in  flow  fcorhutic  or  nervous  little  fevers 
of  the  firfl,  or  leaft  dangerous  clafs,  in  per- 
fonswhofe  conflitutions  were  naturally  good3 
is  curforily  mentioned  in  pages  108,  iop, 
1 6y,  1 94,  and  1 95  of  the  abovefaid  work. 
In  that  work,  indeed,  it  was  only  intended 
to  exhibit  the  principal  curative  indications, 
immediately  flowing  from  the  common  out¬ 
ward  antecedent,  and  the  firft  internal  and 
efficient  caufes  of  popular  difeafes :  I  was, 
however,  rather  more  particular,  as  to  the 
cure  of  nervous  difeafes  from  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mours,  becaufe  the  general  practice,  at  lead 
at  that  time,  among  the  bulk  of  practition¬ 
ers,  in  fuch  obftinate  difeafes,  was  not  de¬ 
duced  from  their  abovefaid  true  efficient 
caufe ;  but  chiefly  from  the  nervous  fymp- 
toms  ;  wherefore  it  confifted  almoft  wholly 
in  the  exhibition  of  thofe  medicines  that  are 
commonly  termed  nervous,  anodine,  and 
antifpafmodic  ;  which,  in  general,  contri¬ 
bute 
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bute  little  towards  the  corre&ion,  concoc¬ 
tion,  attenuation,  refolution,  or  expulfion 
of  the  acrid,  irritating  fcorbutic,  or  rheuma¬ 
tic  humor. 

1 

In  general,  the  firft  efficient  caufe  of  the 
hypochondriac  affedion^  and  other  obftinatc 
nervous  diforders,  conflfts  of  a  great  laxity 
and  debility  of  the  fibres,  at  lead  of  thofe 
of  the  alimentary  tube,  joined  with  an 
acrid,  fcorbutic,  or  rheumatic  humor  •  or  of 
either  of  thefe  caufes  almoft  fingle,  or  com¬ 
bined  in  various  proportions :  And  from 
thefe  firft  internal  caufes  do  naturally  arife 
the  true  curative  intentions.  The  hypo¬ 
chondriac  affecftion  is  alfo  varied,  in  fome 
meafure,  as  to  its  afpecft  and  genius,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  perfons,  not  only  by  the  diverfity  of 
conftitutions,  and  fome  other  circumftances, 
but  alfo  by  the  peculiar  acrimony  and  na¬ 
ture  of  the  peccant  humour  in  each  patient : 
Its  various  qualities  are  fufficiently  manifeft- 
ed  by  the  different  critical  difeafes  it  creates 
when  it  is  determined  to  the  furface  of  the 
body,  or  to  the  extremities ;  fuch  as  the 
gout;  an  eryfipelas ;  thefciatica>  andfcor- 
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feutic  eruptions  of  various  forts,  that  are  fpe» 
cificaily  different  from  each  other. 

I  t  fhould  feem  improper  to  aflign  flatus, 
and  tough  or  ropy  phlegm,  as  particular 
caufes  of  the  hypochondriac  affection  ;  of 
whole  true  proximate  caufe  they  are  only 
effects,  or  fymptoms*,  tho’  they  do,  occa- 
fionally,  like  many  other  urgent  fymptoms, 
increafe  the  patient's  diforder,  and  give  rife 
to  additional  fymptoms.  Wherefore  thefe 
effefts,  or  fecondary  caufes,  cannot  point 
out  the  true  curative  intentions  that  ought 
to  be  purfued  in  order  to  make  a  radical 
cure  of  the  original  difeafe.  Neither  can 
the  confideration  of ■  the  various  nervous 
fymptoms,  that  arife  from  the  fympathy  of 
the  nerves,  which  are  only  fymptoms  of 
fymptoms,  in  anywife  indicate  the  true  ra¬ 
dical  cure  *,  tho*  it  may  fometimes  be  of  fer- 
vice,  by  preventing  us  from  miftaking  a 
fymptom  for  the  original  difeafe. 

A  great  fenfibility  of  the  nerves  is,  in 
general,  a  fecondary  caufe,  or  fymptom  of 
nervous  difeafes  5  and  therefore  will  rarely 

point 


and  Observations.  225 

■  X  /  *•  .  .»  *  v  ;  * 

point  out  the  intentions  that  ought  to  be 
purfued  in  order  to  make  a  radical  cure* 
A11  increafe  of  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves 
is  the  refult  either  of  a  great  weaknefs  of 
.the  nervous  fyftem,  whether  it  be  acquired 
or  conftitutional ;  or  of  irritation,  from  an 
acrid  fcorbutic  or  rheumatic  humour ;  or  cf 
both  thefe  caufes ;  which,  as  is  already  ob- 
ferved,  are  the  fir  ft  internal  and  efficient 
caufes  of  obftinate  nervous  diforclers,  in  ge¬ 
neral.  The  ftrongeft  and  leaft  irritable 
nerves  may  be -rendered  weak  and  delicate, 
or  very  fenfible,  by  great  fatigue,  or  want  - 
of  fleep,  or  both  ;  or  by  a  fedentary  life, 
and  living  on  thin  poor  foods ;  or  drinking 
ftrong  green  tea,  or  coffee  daily,  with  e:<- 
cefs ;  or  by  great  affedions  of  the  mind  ; 
or  very  great  evacuations ;  or  by  having  the 
nervous  fyftem,  or  the  nerves  of  fome  parti¬ 
cular  part,  continually  irritated  by  an  acrid 
humour.  It  is  obfervable  that  a  fcorbutic 
humour,  in  an  influent  ft  ate,  doth  not  only 
occafionally  increafe  the  laxity  and  debility 
of  the  fibres,  and,  by  confequenee,  the  fen¬ 
fibility  of  the  nerves  but  that  it  often  hap¬ 
pens  that  a  natural  puny  and  delicate  corn 
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ftitution  is  the  rcfult  of  an  hereditary  fcor- 
butic  taint. 

T  h  o  s  £  who  have  a  lax  weak  and  deli¬ 
cate  frame  of  body,  either  naturally  or  ac¬ 
quired,  have,  of  courfe,  a  thin,  poor,  light 
blood  that  is  imperfectly  aflimilated,  and  ve¬ 
ry  weak  and  fenfible  nerves ;  and  as  fuch 
a  hate  of  the  habit  may  properly  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  nervous  affe&ion  of  the  body,  of  which 
the  great  fenfibility  of  the  nerves  is  only  a 
fymptom,  it  is  neceffarily  more  fufceptive  of 
greater  and  more  manifeft  nervous  diforders, 
under  the  influence  of  any  of  the  aforemen¬ 
tioned  caufes ;  but  chiefly  from  great  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  mind,  inanition,  or  whatever 
mcreafes  the  laxity  of  the  fibres. 

T  h  e  internal  and  habitual  caufes  of 
nervous  affections  mentioned  in  the  laft  pa¬ 
ragraph,  do  alfo,  in  fome  time,  neceffarily 
induce  more  or  lefs  of  a  cacochymy,  or  the 
iand-fcurvy  ;  and  the  difeafes  which  thence 
rcfult ;  particularly  hypochondriac  affe&i- 
ons.  But  a  great  degree  of  all  thefe  inter¬ 
nal  primary  caufes  do  at  length  impair  the 
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fenfibility  of  the  nerves ;  and  give  rile,  in 
bad  conftitutions,  to  a  palfy,  or  a  cachexy 
and  dropfy,  or  an.  atrophy  and  death. 
Wherefore,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  firft  chief  in¬ 
ternal  or  habitual  caufe  is  a  laxity  of  the  fe- 
li.ds ;  which  naturally  points  out  the  gene* 
ral  procedure  that  is  likely  to  be  mod  con¬ 
ducive  towards  making  a  radical  cure  of  the 
nervous  difeafe  •  due  regard  being  had  to 
the  fcorbutic  humour,  which  conftttutes  the 
irritating  caufe:  For  the  peccant  humours 
peculiar  to  the  land-fcurvy  are  a  neceflary 
concequence  as  well  as  a  caufe  of  lax 
fibres. 

A  fcorbutic  humour  may,  In  feme  time, 
he  acquired  by  perfons  of  robuft  conftitu¬ 
tions,  from  a  retention  and  gradual  accumu¬ 
lation  of  feme  fhare  of  the  recrements  of  the 
circulating  juices ;  particularly  in  plethoric 
habits,  or  fuch  as  live  luxurioufly  and  take 
little  excrcife ;  efpecially  after  having  been 
accuftomed  to  an  aftive  life  ;  and  in  hard¬ 
working  men,  who  live  on  denfe  heavy  foods, 
and  are  molt  fubjecl  to  feme  of  the  power¬ 
ful  accidental  caufes  of  the  hypochondriac 
affeftion  mentioned  in  the  foregoing; :  and 
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in  thofe  who  have  an  hereditary  fcorbutic 
or  gouty  difpofition.  The  peccant  humour, 
which  is  thus  acquired,  is  often  the  fource 
of  an  habitual  land-fcurvy,  cutaneous  erup¬ 
tions,  the  gout,  eryfipelas,  fciatica,  and  the 
wandering  fcorbutic  rheumatifm  ;  and  when 
it  invades  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  ftomach,  it  gives  rife  fo  the  hy¬ 
pochondriac  affe&ion  ;  and  by  continually 
irritating  the  gaftric  nerves^  it  increafes  their 
lenfibiHty,  as  well  as  that  of  other  nerves 
that  fympathize  with  the  former.  But  a 
great  degree  of  that  caufe,  when  many  of 
the  fin  eft  veftels  are  obftnfaed  by  the  pec* 
cant  humour,  doth  commonly  impair  the 
fallibility  of  the  nerves  originally  affe&ed  : 
which  is  obfervable  in  thofe  cafes  that  are 
attended  with  a  coldnefs  of  the  ftomach :  In 

«  I  v 

like  manner,  the  rl>eumatifm,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  fciatica,  doth  often  occafion  a  cold¬ 
nefs,  numbnefs  and  debility  of  the  affe&ed 
limb  ;  and  palfies  are  generally  occafioned 
by  fcorbutic  or  rheumatic  humours. 

T  h  r;  m oft  obftinate  cafes  of  the  hypo¬ 
chondriac  affection  do,  in  general,  refult 

from 
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from  a  copious  internal  fcorbutic  humour ; 
without  any  manifeft  antecedent  laxity  and 
debility  of  the  folids,  or  great  fenfibility  of 
the  nervous  fyftem.  From  what  is  laid,  the 
reafon  is  obvious  why  we  often  meet  with 
this  difeafe  in  perfons  of  ftrong  conftku- 
tions  ;  and  why  it  is  molt  incident  to  (lout 
hard-working  men.  In  nervous  diforders 
from  this  caufe,  in  perfons  of  pretty  good 
conftitutions,  the  intentions  of  cure  will 
conlift  almoft  wholly  in  correcting,  concoct¬ 
ing,  refolving,  and  expelling  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mour,  in  order  either  to  carry  it  off  gradu¬ 
ally  by  the  emun&cries,  or  throw  it  upon 
the  furface  of  the  body,  or  to  the  extremi¬ 
ties,  in  the  form  of  a  critical  difeafe. 

I  t  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  a  fcorbu  c 
or  rheumatic  humour,  when  lodged  in  the 
glands,  or  minute  velfels  of  the  ftomach,  or 
even  partly  in  the  interfaces  of  the  velfels 
and  nerves,  mull:  necelfarily  produce  many 
bad  effects,  both  by  its  irritation,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  tKe  obftrudtion  of  particular 
velfels ;  fuch  as  the  following,  viz.  A  viti¬ 
ated  fecretion  in  the  glands  of  the  ftomach, 
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and  a  confequent  depraved  ftate  of  the  gaf- 
tric  juices ;  a  lefion  of  the  nerves  of  that 
organ  ;  a  laxity  of  its  fibres  ;  an  impaired 
digeftion  ;  a  generation  of  flatus,  and  either 
of  ropy  or  watery  phlegm  ;  an  irregular  and 
lefs  brifk  and  uniform  motion  of  the  blood 
in  the  ventral  and  hepatic  branches  of  the 
vena  portae ;  and  of  courfe,  an  inert,  or  viti¬ 
ated  bile,  which  increafes  the  original  dif- 
cafe;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,  obftru&ions 
in  the  abdominal  vifcera  ;  but  chiefly  in  the 
fpleen,  ftomach  and  liver ;  befides  a  great 
variety  of  other  fymptoms,  which  fpring 
immediately  from  thefe  primary  effects  of 
the  difcafe,  or  chiefly  from  the  fympathy  of 
the  nerves. 

Now  it  is  obvious,  that  if  the  fcorbutie 
humour,  which  lies  flagnant  in  the  nervous 
and  vafcular  coats  of  the  ftomach,  and  con¬ 
tinually  irritates  the  gaflric  nerves,  is  diflod- 
ged,  and  expelled  by  the  emundories,  or 
thrown  outward  in  the  form  of  a  critical  dif- 
eafe ;  before  the  original  affe&ion  hath,  by 
long  continuance,  in  a  bad  conftitution,  in¬ 
duced  very  obfHnate,  or  incurable  obftruc- 
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lions ;  if  fo,  I  fay,  all  the  fymptoms  of 
the  hypochondriac  affection  will  vanifh,  of 
courfe ;  for  on  the  correction,  removal,  or 
expulfion  of  the  firft  efficient  internal  cavife, 
all  its  effects  imih  necellarily  ceafe.  Where¬ 
fore  it  is  not  neceflary  to  know  by  what 
mechanifm  the  acrid  peccant  humour  a&s 
upon  the  gaflric  nerves  fo  as  to  produce 
fpafms,  and  other  nervous  fymptoms;  fince 
the  difcovery  of  it,  if  practicable,  would  be 
of  no  fervice  in  the  practice  of  phyfic*  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  a  contempt  of 
theory,  either  from  an  abufe  of  it,  or  be- 
caufe  we  cannot  attain  to  the  knowledge  of 
certain  mechanical  operations  that  never  can 
be  difcovered,  hath  occafioned  the  modern 
practice  of  medicine  to  have  a  too  great  ten¬ 
dency  to  empiricifm. 

The  heavy,  feeble,  and  languid  hate  of 
body,  with  lownefs  of  fpirits ;  fometimes 
with  inappetency ;  or  an  impaired  digehi- 
on  ;  flatus ;  a  fcbricula,  or  furred  or  whit- 
ifh  tongue,  at  leaf!:  in  the  mornings  ;  feme- 
times  alfo  with  vomiting  after  meals ;  and 
pain,  or  flcknefs  or  oppreffion  at  the  ho¬ 
rn  ach ; 
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rnach  ;  and  fome  other  flight  nervous  or 
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hypochondriac  rymptoms;  this  indifpofi- 
tion,  I  fay,  which  is  moft  incident  to  perfons 
of  a  tender  frame,  chiefly  in  the  ip  ring  and 
forepart  of  fummer,  feldom  amounts  to  a 
true  confirmed  hypochondriac  affection  ; 
being,  in  general,  only  a  fcorbutic  affe&ion, 
of  the  firft  ciafs  of  the  ordinary  land-fcurvy2 
ct  a  final!  degree  of  the  former  nervous  af¬ 
fection,  refulting,  in  a  great  meafure,  from 
lax  fibres,  and  an  impaired  perfpiration ; 
and  Which,  commonly,  yields  to  medicines 
that  flrengthcn  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
and  promote  perfpiration  ;  joined  with  ex- 
ercife,  a  proper  diet,  and  a  pure  air  ;  or  in 
as  great  a  meafure  as  the  natural  delicacy  of 
the  frame  will  admit ;  provided  the  fcorbu- 
tic  cacochymy  is  not  confiderable,  or  the 
refult  of  an  hereditary  taint ;  and  that  the 
party's  conftitution  is  not  greatly  weakened, 
or  worn  cut  by  age,  or  indifpofition.  The 
firfb  paffages  fhould  firft  be  gently  purged, 
efpecially  as  the  bile  is  often  faulty.  Some 
perfons,  however,  who  have  a  delicate  and 
irritable  ftate  of  the  nerves,  are  always  ren¬ 
dered  worfe  by  purging  :  In  fuch  cafes,  a 
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(pare  thin  diet,  will,  in  feme  time,  anfwer 
die  end  of  purging,  or  vomiting,  with  the 
aid  of  fuitable  generous  medicines.  In  fuch 
cafes,  his  well  known  that  the  Peruvian 
bark  is  of  fignal  fervice ;  particularly  the 
tincture  of  it,  which  may  be  combined,  oc¬ 
casionally,  with  an  equal  portion  of  bitter 
ftomach  tinfture  extracted  with  brandy,  or 
with  fome  drops  of  the  did il led  oils  of  le¬ 
mons,  juniper,  and  mint,  or  with  a  fmall 
proportion  of  camphor,  or  mufk,  or  with  the 
acid  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  other  wife,  according 
to  the  genius  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  patient.  But,  in  a  true  con¬ 
firmed  hypochondriac  affection,  fuch  medi¬ 
cines,  and  all  the  other  medicines  and  re- 
fources  that  are  ufually  recommended,  are 
frequntly  of  little  or  no  fervice. 

>  .  ,  '  '  :  _  ^ .  I 

Tho’  a  too  great  delicacy  and  fenflbl- 
Iity  of  the  nerves,  molt  Incident,  among  a- 
dults,  to  women  of  a  thin  delicate  and  ten¬ 
der  habit  of  body,  are  deemed,  by  a  learned 
and  experienced  late  author,  the  chief,  or, 
indeed,  alrnoft  foie  predifpofmg  caufe  of  the 
hypochondriac  affection,  and  other  nervous 
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diforders ;  yet  by  far  the  greateft  part  of 
the  hypochondriac  patients  that  I  have  met 
with,  in  the  courfe  of  my  practice,  were 
men  either  of  a  clean  and  well-fized,  or  ro- 
bull  frame  of  body;  and  many  of  them 
were  remarkably  flout  and  mufcular.  Forf 
as  this  difeafe  is,  in  general,  induced  by  a 
fcorbutic  humour,  which  may  be  gradually 
accumulated  in  the  ftrongeft  habits,  by  a  re¬ 
tention  of  fome  fhare  of  the  excrement! ti- 
ous  parts  of  the  juices,  as  is  already  obferv- 
ed. ;  and  chiefly  in  thofe  who  live  luxuri- 
oufly,  or  that  eat  plentiful ly  of  eoarfe  and 
heavy  wheaten  foods,  faked  and  dried  beef 
and  bacon,  and  fat  baked  meats ;  for  thefe 
reafons,  I  fay,  ftrong  men,  but  chiefly  hard¬ 
working  hufband-men,  become  in  a  great 
meafure  obnoxious  thereto;  efpecially  as 
they  are  moft  liable  to  the  principal  power¬ 
ful  accidental  caufes  of  the  hypochondriac 
affefti'on  that  are  fpecified  in  the  foregoing. 
The  ftrong,  equally  with  the  weak,  are  allb 
often  fubjeft  to  this  difeafe,  from  an  heredi¬ 
tary  fcorbutic,  or  gouty,  or  fcrophulous 
taint ;  or  from  a  quartan  intermittent,  and 
fome  other  difeafes,  when  they  are  irnpro- 
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perly  treated,  or  terminate  by  an  imperfeft 
crifis.  Befides,  as  the  gout  and  fciatlca  are, 
in  general,  mo  ft  incident  to  per  tons  of 
ftrong  (lamina,  and  the  fcrophula  is  fo  fre¬ 
quently  ;  fo  may  the  hypochondriac  affec¬ 
tion,  which  is  often  the  offspring  of  the 
peccant  humours  peculiar  to  thofe  difeafes. 
Weak  and  tender  people,  however,  being 
more  temperate,  and  careful  of  their  healths, 
than  thofe  who  are  more  robuft,  will  be  lefs 
liable,  than  the  latter,  to  incur  this  affec¬ 
tion  from  certain  accidental  caufes,  or  in¬ 
temperance. 

A  s  the  true  hypochondriac  affe&ion  is 
incident  to  thofe  only,  who  are  above  the 
age  of  puberty,  and  feldom  affects  perfons 
above  flxty  years  of  age,  it  fhould  feem  to 
be  frequently  owing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  a 
defeat  of  a  particular  natural  periodical  eva^ 
citation,  to  which  men,  as  well  as  women^ 
may  become  fubject  at  the  firft-mentioned 
age ;  and  which,  in  the  former,  may  be  per-, 
formed  infenfibly  by  the  common  emunc- 
tories.  It  is,  however,  obfervablethat  thofe, 
In.  general,  wrho  are  fnbjeft  to  the  ordinary 
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land-fcurvy,  and  hypochondriac  patients, 
have  commonly  a  dry  fkin,  and  are  difficult 
to  fweat :  Indeed  in  fuch  perfons,  all,  or 
moll  of  the  natural  fecretions  and  excre¬ 
tions  are  ufually  more  or  lefs  impaired,  or 
viriate;  owing,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  an  in¬ 
ert  and  fcanty,  or  vitiated  bile;  for  this 
highly  animalized  juice,  when  in  a  natural 
falutary  date,  is  in  a  great  meafure  conducive 
towards  promoting  all  the  fecretions  and  ex¬ 
cretions  of  the  body ;  particularly  thofe  of 
the  alimentary  tube,  which  is  the  chief  feat 
of  the  hypochondriac  affection.  Hence  the 
reafon,  why  hypochondriac  patients  are  ge¬ 
nerally  relieved  by  hot  and  dry  weather,  in 
July  and  Anguft,  which  increafes  perfpira- 
tion,  and  a  tendency  to  fweat;  and  accele¬ 
rates  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  vifeera 
concerned  in  making  the  bile ;  and  why 
they  are  ufually  affeCted  in  the  greateft  de¬ 
gree,  by  that  diforder,  in  the  clofe  of  au¬ 
tumn,  or  fore-part  of  winter,  and  in  the 
fpring,  and  fore-part  of  fummer,  when  all 
fcorbutic  affections  are  mod  prevalent. 

But  if,  according  to  the  abovefaid  Inge-* 
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nious  author’s  hypothefis,  a  too  great  deli¬ 
cacy  and  fenfibility  of  the  nervous  fyftem 
condituted  the  chief,  or  aimed  foie  predifpo* 
fing  caufe  of  the  hypochondriac  affection, 
’tis  obvious  that  perfons  under  the  age  of 
puberty,  or  even  children,  would  be,  at  lead, 
as  fubje<5t  thereto,  as  perfons  betwixt  four¬ 
teen  and  twenty-one  ;  which  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe.'  Befides,  adults  of  a  thin, 
delicate,  and  tender  frame,  with  very  fenfi- 
ble  nerves,  do,  in  general,  perfpire  too 
much,  and  are  eafy  to  fvveat ;  which  will 
render  them  lefs  fabjeef  to  the  acrid  fcorbu- 
tic  humours  that  create  obftinate  hypochon¬ 
driac  affections.  Wherefore  fuch  perfons 
of  puny  conftitution,  and  weak  or  very  fen- 
fible  nerves  (quite  contrary  to  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  thofe  in  a  true  confirmed  hypo¬ 
chondriac  affection)  being  greatly  relaxed, 
and  weakened  by  profufe  fweating,  in  fliltry 
weather,  with  foutherly  winds,  in  July,  are, 
in  general,  mod  feeble,  languid,  and  indif- 
pofed  in  that  month,  if  fuch  weather  pre¬ 
vails  :  and  enjoy  the  bed  health  in  clear, 
dry,  fomewhat  cold,  or  frofty  and  uniform 
weather,  in  the  clofe  of  autumn,  and  in  win¬ 
ter 
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ter  :  And,  on  the  fame  principle,  they  are 
moft  effectually  relieved  by  the  mod  effica¬ 
cious  cardiacs,  ftomachics,  and  corroborants. 
Indeed,  fiich  medicines  are  alfo  often  fer- 
viceable,  in  a  true  hypochondriac  affection, 
in  which  the  fibres  of  the  alimentary  tube 
are  commonly  more  or  lefs  relaxed  ;  the  ra- 
ther  becaufe  they  are  conducive  towards  the 
production  of  wholfome  juices,  and  haften-. 
ing  the  congodion  and  refolution  of  the 
peccant  humour  ;  by  increafing  the  digeftive 
affimilating  and  vital  powers. 

Exclusive  of  the  nervous  diforders 
that  arife  from  the  aforementioned  difiem- 
pers  of  the  folids  and  fluids,  there  are  fome 
that  are  induced  wholly  by  great  affedions 
of  the  mind,  in  confequence  of  its  great  in- 
fluence  upon  the  animal  fpirits.  From  thefe, 
indeed,  children,  having  few  ideas,  and  lit- 
tie  reflection,  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  ex¬ 
empted.  I  have,  however,  reafon  to  believe, 
from  obfervation,  that  many  nervous  cafes 
that  are  fuppofed  to  refult  from  mental  a  fi¬ 
fed  ion,  do  not  owe  their  exiftence  entirely 
to  that  caufc,  but  chiefly  to  fcorbutic  rheu- 
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made  or  gouty  humours :  For  when  the 
mind  is  dejeCted  or  much  affeCted,  thefe  hu¬ 
mours  are  mod  apt  to  retire  from  the  exte¬ 
rior  to  the  noble  parts  of  the  body.  On 
the  contrary,  a  chearful  eafv  difpofition 
enables  nature  to  determine  morbific  hu¬ 
mours  outwards,  and  is  mod  favourable  to 
health. 

I  have  met  with  many  cafes  of  the 
true  hypochondriac  affeCtion,  moftly  in  ro- 
bull  women,  from  a  fcorbutic  or  rheumatic 
humour,  without  any  of  the  pathognomic 
fymptoms  of  the  hyfteric  paffion.  Thefe 
two  difeafes  are  fpecifically  different,  as  to 
their  chief  pathognomic  fymptoms ;  yet,  as 
they  are  often  united  in  the  fame  female  pa- 
dent,  it  is,  in  that  cafe,  fomewhat  difficult 
to  make  a  proper  diftin&ion  between  them. 
It  is  alfo  obfervable  that  the  hyfteric  affec¬ 
tion  is  more  incident  to  women  of  a  tender 
delicate  frame,  and  is  more  apt  to  be  induced 
by  inanition,  or  great  affections  of  the  mind, 
and  is  more  relieved  by  opium  and  affa  fteti- 
da,  and,  in  general,  is  far  lefs  obftinate,  than 
the  true  hypochondriac  affeCtion.  It  is 
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fometirries,  alfo,  Induced  in  ftrong  healthy 
young  women,  by  a  plethora,  joined  with  an 
Indulgence  of  lafcivious  thoughts ;  whence 
that  fpecies  of  it  which  is  termed  Furor  U- 
terinus ;  which,  however,  is  feldom  attend¬ 
ed  with  infinity,  but  commonly  appears  In 
the  fhape  of  hyfteric  fits.  It  muff,  how¬ 
ever,  be  owned,  that  men,  in  fome  few  in- 
fiances,  have  fymptoms  that  nearly  refem- 
ble  thofe  that  are  peculiar  to  the  hyfteric 
paftion. 

% 

When  the  hypochondriac  affeflion  is 
occafioned  by  a  copious  fcorbutic  humour; 
it  is  commonly  attended  with  a  febricula ; 
or  the  tongue  is  furred  or  whitifh,  at  leaft 
in  the  mornings  before  breakfaft:  But  when 
it  terminates  in  a  difordered  mind,  or  in 
high  madnefs,  the  complaint  in  the  abdomi¬ 
nal  vifcera,  and  the  febrieula  ceafe ;  the 
tongue  becomes  moift,  and  well  coloured  ; 
and  the  appetite  is  good,  and  often  voraci¬ 
ous;  becaufe  the  peccant  humour  quits  the 
abdominal  vifcera,  and  invades  the  organs 
that  are  fubfervient  to  the  mind. 
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T 1-1  e  dire  of  the  hypochondriac  af- 
feftibn  from  a  fedentary  life,  fatigue  and 
watching,  inanition,  and  fome  other  obvi¬ 
ous  caufes,  is  indicated  in  a  great  meafure 
by  thofe  primitive  efficient  caufes ;  and  fuch 
cafes  of  it  may,  in  general,  be  eafily  cured, 
before  the  difeafe  is  much  advanced,  or  ren¬ 
dered  obftinate  by  confirmed  dbftruftiohs .in 
the  abdomiilal  vifeera-  But  when  the  dif¬ 
eafe  proceeds  chiefly,  of  aim  oft  wholly  from 
a  fcorbiitic,  rheumatic  or  gouty  humour, 
but  mote  efpecially  when  it  refults  from  the 
peccant  humour  peculiar  to  an  oblfmatc 
fcorbutic  eruption,  that  is  lodged  chiefly  in 
the  coats  of  the  ftOmach,  it  is  generally  ex¬ 
ceeding  difficult  of  cure  ;  and  dill  more  fo 
if  it  refults  alfo  partly  from  an  hereditary  of 
conftitutional  humoral  or  hypochondriac 
difpofition  :  Nor  will  it  yield  to  any  remedy, 
till  the  peccant  humor  Becomes,  in  procefs 
of  time,  fufeeptive  of  refolution  and  repara¬ 
tion  from  the  found  juices ;  after  which  it 
may  either  be  expelled,  by  flow  degrees, 
by  the  emunftories,  or  thrown  outward  in 
the  form  of  a  critical  difeafe*  according  as 
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the  peccant  humor  is  more  or  lefs  concoct¬ 
ed  :  It  may  likewife,  when  fc  prepared,  be 
attra6led  and  drawn  off  partly  by  means  of 
iffues  in  the  lower  extremities ;  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  other  datable  remedies. 

It  is  here  only  intended  to  give  a  general 
idea  of  the  land-fcurvy,  and  hypochondriac 
affe&ion  :  wherefore  I  fliall  not,  at  prefent, 
give  a  particular  narrative  of  the  appropria¬ 
ted  remedies  for  thefe  maladies  under  vari¬ 
ous  forms  and  circumdances.  It  may  fuf- 
fice,  in  the  mean  time,  to  obferve  that  al- 
molt  all  the  remedies  that  are  mod  efficaci¬ 
ous  againd  the  ordinary  land-fcurvy,  in  an 
influent  date,  arefo  likewife  againd  the  hy- 
pochondriac  affeffion  ;  that  the  great  Boer- 
haave’s  method  of  cure  for  the  feurvy  is,  in 
general,  calculated  againd  the  land-fcurvy, 
(Boerhaave  Aph.  1 156  ad  1 166,)  and  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  proper  in  mod  cafes  of  the  hypo¬ 
chondriac  affection,  efpecially  when  it  re- 
fults  from  a  fcorbutic  humour  ;  that  the 
curative  procedure  recommended  by  Rive- 
rius  in  hypochondriac  and  fcorbutic  affec¬ 
tions,  is,  in  general,  well  appropriate  to  the 
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firft  mentioned  affection,  particular  y  when 
it  refults  from  f;orbiitic  rheumatic  or  gouty 
humours.  likewife  that  daily  riding  out, 
and  even  long  journies  on  horfe-back  If  the 
bowels  are  found  mined  with  fame  light 
burin  elk  with  a  proper  diet,  and  a  wjiol- 
fome  air,  is '  the  mod  efficacious  remedy 
againft  the  ahovefaid  affeftion,  in  general; 
elpecially  when  k  Is  Induced  by  a  fedentary 
life-  A  hummer  voyage.,  at  fea,  if  the  paw 
ty  lives  on  ffeih  provifions,  is  very  efficaci¬ 
ous  againft  the  ordinary  land-fcurvy ,  both 
in  an  influent  and  eruptive  ftate,  as  I  have, 
in  many  inftances,  obferved ;  it  is  alfo  few 
viceafcle  in  the  abovefaid  affcCHon,  provided 
the  party  does  not  continue  long  fea-flek  ; 
and  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  a 
Weft*  Indian  voyage  will  more  effectually 
carry  it  off  than  any  other  remedy;  pn> 
vided  the  party  lives  on  light  who! fo roe 
foods,  and  has  a  good  confitution  ;  and  e~ 
(penally  if  the  difeafe  be  attended  with  an 
impaired  perfpiration,  and  the  party  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fweat. 

Ob  5  T  Hr 
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Obstinate  cafes  of  this  difeafe  do 
often  occur  that  will  not  yield  to  the  moil 
indefatigable  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  the 
moft  appropriated  medicines,  at  lead  of  fuel* 
as  are  ufually  recommended  again  ft  it ;  and 
fome  cafes  are  irritated  and  rendered  worfe 
by  alrn  oft  every  medicine  that  is  taken  %  yet,  in 
fuch  cafes,  the  difeafe  often  ceafes  or  abates 
fpontaneoufly,  when  the  fumrner  is  \yell  ad¬ 
vanced,  but  generally  returns  in  the  dole  of 
autumn,  or  in  the  winter  or  Tpring*  Where¬ 
fore  this  chronic  difeafe,  with  regard  to  fuch 
pbftinate  attacks  of  it,  has  been  juftly  ftiied 
Opprobrium  Medicorum.  In  thefe  cafes 
of  uncommon  obftinacy,  if  the  party  has  a 
good  conftitution,  is  under  a  middle  age, 
and  not  much  reduced  by  the  difeafe,  and 
has  not  formerly  been  falivated,  I  would  re- 
commend  a  gentle  faiivation,  which  I  prafti- 
fed  with  fome  fuccefs  in  the  cafes  mentioned 
In,  the  fequeL 

Tho’  mercury  is  extreamiy  noxious  in  the 
muriatic  fcurvy,  and  in  all  the  extraordinary 
fair  vies  of  the  third  clafs,  which  are  attend¬ 
ed 
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cd  with  a  diffolved  ftate  of  the  blood,  or 
piore  or  lefs  of  the  petechial  dyfcrafy ;  yet 
In  obftinate  cafes  of  the  common  cutaneous 
or  eruptive  fcurvy,  and  in  obftinate  fixed 
rheumatifms,  it  Is  often  more  effedual  than 
any  other  medicine  ;  being,  as  is  before  ob~ 
ferved,  poffefled  of  a  power  of  fpeedily 
correcting,  or  conceding  and  refolding  the 
peccant  humors  peculiar  to  the  ordinary 
land-fcijrvy,  and  of  rendering  them  fufeep- 
tive  of  being  feparated  from  the  found  jui¬ 
ces,  and  expelled  by  the  emundories,  On 
the  fame  principle  it  is  rnoft  efficacious 
agaiiift  the  difordersoccafioned  by  thefe  pec¬ 
cant  humors,  when  they  are  internal,  and 
lodged  chiefly  In  fome  noble  part.  Where¬ 
fore  I  was  led  to  make  trial  of  the  mercury 
In  the  hypochondriac  affection  from  fcorbu- 
tic  humours  •  the  rather  becaufe  I  had  ex¬ 
perienced  the  great  efficacy  of  a  falivation  in 
the  chronic  dyfury,  which  is  often  attend¬ 
ed  with  hypochondriac  fymptoms  ;  andalfo 
becaufe  the  true  hypochondriac  affedion  is 
commonly  attended  with  a  denfe  heavy 
blood,  which  Is,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
reverfe  of  the  abovefaid  petechial  dyfcrafy, 
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A.  Pilot,  in  Whitby,  aged  38,  of  a 
robuft  frame  of  body,  had  been  a  year  hy- 
pochondriacal,  when  he  defired  my  advice, 
in  December  1764.  He  had  taken  all  the 
ufual  medicines  by  the  advice  of  a  fkilfui 
phyfician,  without  being  in  any  wife  reliev¬ 
ed  by  them.  Wherefore  I  put  him  under 
a  courfe  of  gentle  falivation.  The  moft 
urgent  fymptoms,  in  this  cafe,  were  ve¬ 
hement  (hooting  pains  in  the  bowels,  which 
were  often  conveyed  to  different  parts  of 
the  body,  apparently  by  the  fympathy  of 
the  nerves ;  he  was  much  troubled  with 
ropy  phlegm  in  the  ftomach,  which  often 
caufed  him  to  puke,  mo4ly  in  the  morn¬ 
ings  ;  his  mind  was  much  affected  with 
imaginary  fears ;  flatus  tended  moftiy  up¬ 
wards  ;  he  had  a  flight  febricula ;  and  was 
heavy,  liftlefs,  feeble  and  low  fpirited ;  and 
his  gums  were  partly  eroded.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  foregoing  that  the  erofion 
of  the  gums  which  happens  in  fome  cafes  of 
the  ordinary  land-fcurvy,  is  moft  commonly 
occasioned  by  an  herpetic  humour ;  where*- 
♦  lore  the  internal  efficient  caufe  of  this  pa¬ 
tient's 
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treat's  difeafe  was  indicated,  in  a  great  mea~ 
fare,  by  this  fymptom. 

Some  time  before  that,  I  falivated  a 
farmer,  in  Weflerdale,  aged  36,  who  had 
been  two  years  hypochondriacal ;  for  which 
lie  had  taken  many  medicines  that  were 
wholly  ineffectual.  The  molt  urgent  fymp- 
toms,  in  this  cafe,  were  the  following.  The 
party  was  exceeding  heavy  and  languid; 
the  conjunctive  tunics  of  the  eyes  were  of 
an  obfcure  white,  from  a  fulnefs  of  their 
minute  veffels ;  and  his  memory  was  much 
impaired.  He  had  a  continual  uneafy  fcn~ 
lation  at  the  left  portion  of  the  great  arch 
of  the  colon,  and  imagined  he  could  feel  an 
uncommon  hardnefs  there,  when  he  lay  in 
bed ;  he  had  alfo  an  uncommon  feeling,  or 
fome  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  courfe  of  the 
rectum;  he  was  generally  coftive,  and  the 
faeces  were  always  accompanied  with  mucus  ; 
and  flatus  was  prevalent,  and  tended  mpftiy 
upwards,  as  is  ufual  in  this  affection.  This 
farmer  was  exceeding  itrong  and  healthy, 
and  very  laborious,  but  was  much  affected 
with  an  itchy  puftular  eruption,  before 
,  the ' 
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the  acceffioii  of  the  abovementidned  diff 
order. 

I  n  thefe  two  cafes  the  falivatloii  carried 
off  the  moft  urgent  fymptoms  in  a  great 
meafufe.  After  that  courfe,  the  following 
eleffuary  was  taken  by  each  of  them.  Re 
Fior.  Sulplt.  §ij.  Cfenu-  Tart.  §i.  Gum. 
Myrrh.  Guajac.  Cinliat>.  Antimon.  Pulv3 
Rad.  Gentian,  Curcum.  Sem.  Anif.  aa  gij. 
Ni'tr.  Camph.  aa  gfs.  Tinff.  Opii  gutt.  40. 
Syr.  Sacch.  q.  s.  ut  fiat  eleft,  de  quo  capiat 
q.  n.  m.  ornni  noffe  et  mane,  fuperbibendo 
infufi  Galegse  hauflum.  After  perfecting 
in  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  for  fome  time, 
the  following  fireftgthening  eleffuary  was 
adminiftcred.  R.  Pulv.  Cort.  Peruv.  fs, 

,  v - « 

limatur.  Mart,  prsept.  Tart,  folubil.  aa  ij0 
Pulv.  Rad.  Gentian.  Sem.  Anif.  aa  gi.  Oh 
Stillat.  Junip.  Aurant.  aa  gutt.  30.  Syr. 
Sacch.  q.  s.  ut  fiat  Eleft.  de  quo  capiat  q.  n. 
m.  omni  mane  jejunus,  fuperbibendo  Aq. 
Menth.  fativ.  fimpl.  fohtan.  aa.  5 L  After 
this  courfe  the  remaining  flight  complaints 
almoft  quite  ceafed.  They  have  fince  en¬ 
joyed  a  tolerable  good  hate  of  health,  and 

have 
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have  little  or  no  feeling  of  the  old  complaint 
except  fometimes,  particularly  in  the  fpring, 
on  getting  cold, 

,  '  r  t  j  \  ( 

I  omitted  mentioning  above  that  the 
fecond  patient  was  once  feized  with  the  fob 
lowing  hypochondriac  fymptom,  which  con¬ 
tinued  fome  days.  Each  night,  immediate¬ 
ly  on  falling  afleep,  he  was  feized  with  a 
great  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  inftantly 
awaked  him ;  but  it  feldom  affected  him  any 
more  the  fame  night :  It  was  attended  with 
oppreffion  at  the  praecordia,  and  a  tremu¬ 
lous  motion  below  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  ; 
and  its  immediate  caufe  was,  doubtlefs,  a 
Ipafm  of  the  diaphragm.  I  have  met  with 
one  cafe  of  a  fimilar  fymptom  in  a  woman 
who  was  greatly  reduced  by  a  profufe  hae¬ 
morrhage  from  abortion ;  and  with  five  re¬ 
markable  cafes  of  it  in  flout  men.  One  of 
thefe,  Marmaduke  Blenkinfop,  of  Guif* 
brough,  was  obliged  to  fit  up  in  a  chair  for 
three  weeks ;  for  as  foon  as  he  lay  down* 
whether  lupine,  or  on  one  fide,  and  tho*  a- 
wake,  the  fpafm  of  the  diaphragm  feized 
him ;  and  he  was  gretaly  intimidate  with 

I  2  vain 
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vain  fears,  as  is  ufual  in  this  affection.  This 
fymptom,  which  attacked  him  in  April, 
i  758,  and  was  attended  with  a  febricula, 
ceafed  in  the  end  of  the  third  week,  with 
the  aid  of  fuitable  medicines ;  but  the  party 
was  more  or  lefs  hypochondriacal  till  Octo¬ 
ber  following,  when  he  was  fl ized  with  vio¬ 
lent  {hooting  pains  in  the  lower  extremities, 
which  terminated  in  a  moift  herpetic  erup¬ 
tion  on  the  hams,  legs  and  feet,  which 
continued  feme  time,  and  difcharged  abun¬ 
dance  of  humour;  and  the  party,  fince  that 
time,  has  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health. 

A  Serjeant  of  the  militia,  by  oc¬ 
cupation  a  weaver,  of  a  clean  perfonal  ha¬ 
bit,  and  frefh  complexion,  had  been  a  long 
time  hypochondriacal,  when  he  put  him- 
felf  under  my  care  in  September  ij6$: 

But  the  chief  and  moft  urgent  fymptom 
in  this  cafe  was  a  painful  fpafmodic  dyfury, 
or  fbrangury  ;  attended  with  a  pain  which 
darted  from  the  hypogaftric  region  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  penis.  He  had  taken 
many  medicines,  feme  on  the  fuppofition  of 
a  ftone  being  lodged  in  the  bladder,  and 

feve-' 
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feveral  for  the  fpafmodic  afteftion,  to  no 
purpofe.  I  attempted  to  falivate  him  ;  but, 
after  purging  him  twice  with  calomel,  and 
a  fortnight’s  life  of  the  mercurial  unction, 
no  figns  of  a  falivation  appearing,  I  thought 
it  imprudent  to  perftft  any  longer  in  that 
intention.  However,  he  was  greatly  relie¬ 
ved  by  this  courfe;  and,  after  taking  the 
above  mentioned  electuaries,  he  became  al- 
1110ft  quite  free  from  the  diforder ;  and  the 
flight  feeling  of  the  complaint  which  re¬ 
mained,  and  was  only  at  times  perceptible, 
went  off  by  flow  degrees ;  and  he  is  now 
* 

Sulphur  is  is  often  very  ferviceable  in 
this  affeCtion,  even  without  any  additional 
mixture ;  particularly  when  it  proves  a  little 
opening,  without  griping  the  patient :  It  may, 
however,  be  combined  with  fome  other  fuk- 
able  medicines  with  advantage.  A  batcher 
in  Stoxfley,  aged  about  30,  of  a  very  ro~ 
buft  frame  of  body,  and  pale  complexion, 
became  hypochondrical,  two  years  ago,  af¬ 
ter  having  had  a  quartan  intermittent.  He 
reaps  more  benefit  by  the  following  elec-. 
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tuary,  than  by  any  other  gentle  medicine, 
R.  flor.  fulph.  gij.  antimon  crud.  prsept 
crem.  tart.  gfs.  gum.  myrrh,  guajac.  mer- 
cur.  alcalizat.  nitr  aa  3ij*  camphor.  Qij •  fyr. 
facch.  q.  f.  ut  fiat  elc6t,  de  quo  capiat  q.  n.m. 
omni  no<5te  et  mane,  vel  q.  s.  ad  alvum  libe- 
ram  fervandam.  He  fometimes  drink?, with 
this  ele<ftuary,  molaffes  beer  medicated  with 
lir~tops,  dandelion,  and  tanfey;  and  fometimes 
he  drinks  a  decoction  of  thefe  fimples.  His 
fatherhas,  for  many  years,  had  a  fcurfy  herpe¬ 
tic  or  leprous  eruption  on  his  arms.  This  pa¬ 
tient's  diforder  probably  proceeds  from  the 
fcorbutic  humour  peculiar  to  that  fpecies  of 
eruption  in  an  influent  ft  ate  ;  and  I  don't 
doubt  but  a  gentle  falivation  would  be  of 
fervice  to  him.  This  patient,  fince  writing 
the  above,  began  in  Auguft  1766,  when  he 
was  taking  the  above  mentioned  ele<ftuary, 
to  have  a  fcurfy  eruption  on  his  arms ;  at 

the  fame  time  fome  fmall  boils,  or  furuncles, 
broke  out  in  different  parts  of  his  body ; 
and  the  complaint  at  his  ftomach,  with  its 
attendant  hypochondriac  fymptoms,  was  al- 
1110ft  entirely  gone  off ;  and  in  October  fol¬ 
lowing  he  was  free  from  the  hypochondriac 
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affection ;  but  the  fcurfy  itching  eruption 
continued  on  his  arms,  and  about  his  knees. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  general  rule,  that 
acids  are  injurious  in  the  hypochondriac  af- 
fedion.  I  have  often  obferved  a  very  good 
effect,  in  this  difeafe,  from  the  following 
eleduary.  R,  crem.  tart,  gij.  pulv.  curcum. 
§L  fem.  anif.  pulv.  5  camph.  nitr.  aa  J/s. 
fyr.  facch.  q.  s.  ut  fiat  eled.  de  quo  capiat 
q.  n.  m.  parv.  omni  node  et  inane,  fuper- 
bibendo  infufl  abfinth.  marin.  giv.  The 
fame  eleduary,  with  the  addition  of  flor. 
fulph.  and  thofe  already  fpecified,  which 
conflft  chiefly  of  fulphur  and  cream  of  tar¬ 
tar,  I  have  often  ordered,  in  this  affedion, 
with  obfervable  good  fuccefs. 

Vegetable  acids,  fuch  as  tamarind, 
the  juice  of  Seville  oranges,  and  lemons 
chiefly  the  two  former,  taken  in  hot  weak 
rum  punch,  every  evening,  are  exceeding 
fsrviceable.  Two  years  fince  I  cured  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  above  a  middle  age,  of  a  palpitation 
or  fpafmodic  contradion  of  the  heart  and 
carotid  arteries,  attended  with  an  intermif- 
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Hon  of  the  pulfe,  with  marmalade  of  Seville 
oranges,  after  all  the  ufual  antifpafmodic 
and  nervous  medicines  had  failed  of  fuccefs. 
That  diforder  attacked  him  in  September 
1764;  and,  in  the  following  fpring,  after 
the  palpitation  ceafed,  he  became  fubjeff  to 
a  heart-burn,  which,  at  times,  was  attended 
with  belching  up  of  acid  phlegm.  Crab's 
eyes  and  chalk  gave  prefent  relief ;  fait  of 
wormwood  deftroyed  the  acid,  but  did  not 
carry  off  the  heat  and  uneafy  fenfation  at 
the  ftomach  ;  a  glafs  of  wine,  or  a  little  of 
any  fpirituous  liquor,  either  alone,  or  mixed 
with  water,  without  acid,  drank  in  the 
morning,  never  failed  to  bring  it  on ;  but 
the  party  was  compleatly  cured  of  this  dif¬ 
order  by  drinking  fome  warm  weak  rum- 
punch,  moderately  acidulated  with  the  juice 
of  Seville  oranges,  every  evening.  At  the 
fame  time  he  had  a  yellowiih  tinge  of  the 
white  of  the  eyes,  which  was  carried  off 
very  foon  with  (quill-pills.  The  celebrated 
Dr  Whytt  makes  mention  of  a  cafe  of  a 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  in  his  excellent 
book  on  nervous  diforders,  lately  publiihed, 
that  was  cured  with  lemon  juice. 
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The  hypochondriac  affe&Ion  is  common¬ 
ly  attended  with  more  or  lefs  of  a  febricula, 
or  at  leaf:  with  a  furred,  or  whitifh  tongue ; 
in  which  cafe,  if  the  party’s  c-onftitution  is 
tolerably  good,  acids  are  generally  fervice- 
able,  particularly  thofe  above  mentioned; 
but  more  efpecially  if  the  difeafe  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  uncommon  thirfh  They  oftner 
difagree  with  women  than  men,  and  are  apt 
to  gripe  the  former,  or  occafion  feme  un  •• 
eafinefs  of  the  flomach,  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  fuch  as  have  a  relaxed  and  very  ten* 
der  frame*  Some  men,  moltly  above  a  mid¬ 
dle  age,  who  have  cold  relaxed  ftomachs, 
or  that  may  be  faid  to  have,  the  ferment  of 
that  organ  vitiated,  from  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mour  peculiar  to  the  gout,  or  fciatica,  on 
that  have  an  inert  and  fcanty  bile,  and  are, 
by  confequence,  fubjecl  to  a  prevalent  aci¬ 
dity  in  the  alimentary  tube,  are  injured  by 
acids.  But  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule, 
as  is  manifeft  from  the  abovementioned  cafe 
of  a  heart-burn,  with  belching  up  of  acid 
phlegm,  which  was  cured  with  weak  rum- 
punch  ;  and  I  know  well  that  allum  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  remedy  in  many  cafes  of  a  heart¬ 
burn. 
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burn.  Milk,  the/  moft  acefcant,  agrees  well 
with  many  hypochondriac  patients;  efpeci- 
ally  if  it  be  diluted  with  a  fuitable  propor¬ 
tion  of  fpring  water,  and  lightly  fweeten- 
ed  with  honey  or  fugar,  and  made  hot, 
without  fuffering  it  to  boil ;  fome  nutmeg 
may  be  grated  upon  it ;  after  which  it  may 
be  taken  warm,  with  toafted  bread  to  break- 
fart::  But  it  often  difagrees  with  thofe  who 
are  hard  drinkers ;  or  that  are  fubject  to  an 
acrid  and  vitiated  bile  ;  or  that  have  a  yel- 
lowifh  furred  tongue  in  the  mornings ;  or  a 
manifeft  febricula ;  .  or  are  affeCted  with  a 
gouty  humour  in  the  coats  of  the  ftomach, 
with  a  coldnefs  of  that  organ,  and  a  preva¬ 
lent  acidity  therein  ;  and  with  ftomachs  that 
generate  much  ropy  phlegm,  or  that  are  apt 
to  be  much  tumefied  after  meals.  Hoffman 
cautions  againfl:  the  ufe  of  acids  in  this  af¬ 
fection,  and  yet,  in  the  next  paragraph,  he 
recommends  old  rhenilh  or  burgundy  wine 
well  diluted  with  water*  Wine,  or  punch, 
is  moll:  certainly  exceeding  falutary  with  re¬ 
gard  to  thofe,  in  general,  who  live  ahnofi: 
wholly  on  animal  food. 
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I  t  is  afierted  in  the  foregoing,  that  con¬ 
vulfions,  rickets,  and  other  difeafes  that  are 
mod  fatal  to  the  London  children  under  two 
years  of  age,  are,  in  general,  occafioned 
chiefly  by  the  peccant,  humours  peculiar  to 
the  eruptive  {curvy,  in  an  influent  or  latent 
date,  or  when  they  chiefly  attack  fome  no¬ 
ble  part  and  yield  not  to  the  depurative  and 
effluent  faculties.  Convulfions  are,  no  doubt, 
fometimes  excited  in  children  by  other  cau¬ 
fes.:  fuch  as  a  retention  of  the  mecon  urn  * 

7  ? 

an  acrid  humour  lodged  in  the  flomach 
or  inteftines;  and  the  cutting  of  the  teeth: 
But  the  fits  from  thefe  caufes  feldom  prove 
fatal,  under  proper  management,  to  pretty 
ftrong  children.  Fits  may  alfo  be  induced, 
in  confequence  of  an  hereditary  difpofition, 
or  from  a  wrong  conformation  of  the  head; 
and  the  convulfions  from  thefe  caufes  are 
exceeding  obftinate  and  fatal. 

The  rickets  is  no  doubt  often  occafioiv 
ed,  at  lead  partly,  by  an  influent  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mor,  or  afcorbutic  affeftion  of  the  firfl  clafs  ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  difeafe  is,  for  the 
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moft  part,  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  fome 
degree  of  an  hydrocephalum :  For  thofe 
children  who  have  great  heads,  with  a  large 
fontanella,  which  generally  precede  and  at¬ 
tend  the  rickets,  efpecially  when  this  difeafe 
takes  place  in  a  great  degree,  have  fome  water 
upon  the  brain,  or  in  its  ventricles ;  which, 
by  its  preflure  on  the  brain,  and  origin  of 
the  fpinal  marrow,  joined  with  its  relaxing 
quality,  neceflarily  occaficns  a  great  laxity 
and  debility  of  the  whole  body,  and  a  ric¬ 
kety  difpofirion.  This  difeafe  is  fometimes 
alfo  induced  by  an  habitual  fcrophulous 
taint,  the  peccant  humour  peculiar  to  the 
fcrophula  being  moft  apt  to  affedb  the  bones. 
It  may  fometimes  be  occafioned  by  a  com¬ 
bination  of  fcrophulous  and  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mours;  and  from  this  compound  caufe  it 
affedls  the  fpine  and  breaft,  in  fome  few 
inftances,  in  youths,  and  fometimes  even  in 
adults. 
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XIX.  Of  the  Scorbutic  Itch. 

THO’  I  intended,  at  prefent,  to  give 
only  a  general  idea  of  the  land-fcur- 
vy,  yet,  as  the  fcorbutic  itch,  which  is  no 
unfrequent  difeale,  is  not  defcribed  by  any 
author  that  I  know,  I  fhall  here  give  a  brief 
narrative  of  it ;  with  fuch  obfervations  re¬ 
lative  to  the  cure  as  contribute  to  elucidate 
fame  particulars  with  regard  to  the  genius 
of  this  eruption  :  This  being  done,  I  fhall 
conclude  this  general  effay  on  the  land-fcur- 
vy  with  two  cafes  of  that  difeafe,  which  are 
intended  to  illuflrate  fome  of  the  principal 
fafts  afferted  in  the  foregoing. 

The  mo  ft  Ample  and  common  fpecies  of 
the  fcorbutic  itch  doth  fo  much  refemble 
the  common  contagious  itch  that  It  needeth 
no  defcription.  It  is,  however,  lefs  apt  to 
break  out  between  the  fingers,  and  com¬ 
monly  attended  with  a  lefs  degree  of  itch¬ 
ing,  than  the  laft  mentioned  itch.  It  Is  fome- 
times  fo  frequent,  particularly  in  November 

and 
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and  December,  as  to  be  aim  oft  epidemical  a- 
mong  many  families  amongft  the  vulgar.  It 

is  only  infectious  with  regard  to  predifpofed 
perfons ;  wherefore  it  fometimes  invades 
one  or  two  in  a  family  without  infecting 
the  reft  of  the  family.  It  yields  not  to  the 
fulphur  ointment,  or,  at  leaft,  not  till  the 
fomes  of  the  difeafe  in  the  blood  is  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  fuitable  alteratives;  fuch  as 
are  recommended  in  the  Eflay  on  the  Me¬ 
dical  Conftitution  of  Great-Britain  (page 
262),  in  which  there  is  alfo  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  defcription  *  of  this  cutaneous  dif 
eafe. 

Since  writing  that  eflay,  I  have  often 
advifed  a  hot  bath  of  fea  water,  impregnated 
with  fome  antifcorbutic  fimples,  and  either 
with  fulphur  vivum,  or  crude  fulphur  ; 
which  frequently  cures  both  this  fpecies  and 
the  following  more  obftinate  fort,  particular¬ 
ly  in  children  and  youths,  with  the  aid  of  • 
fuitable  alteratives,  after  all  the  other  ufual 
refources  have  failed.  I  am  opinion  that 
fuch  a  medicated  fea-water-bath  is  much 
preferable  to  the  Harrowgate-water-bath,  in, 
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cutaneous  diforders  fince  it  often  makes 
a  fpeedy  cure,  without  the  aid  of  {wearing. 
It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  fweat  in  fome 
obftinate  cafes,  particularly  in  adults  of 
good  conftiturions ;  the  rather  becaufe  fcor- 
butic  humors  are  more  effectually  dl {charg¬ 
ed  by  the  fkin,  than  by  any  other  emundo- 
ry.  The  bath  fliould  be  as  hot  as  the  patient 
can  eafily  bear  it,  which  renders  it  far  more 
effectual  in  obftinate*  cutaneous  eruptions* 
In  fome  few  inftances,  when  the  eruption  is 
in  a  great  meafure  inflammatory,  or  attend¬ 
ed  with  intolerable  itching,  bleeding  is  of 
fervice;  but  it  is  oftner  neceffary  in  the 
following  more  obftinate  fpecies,  in  which 
the  blood  is  fometimes  a  little  fizy :  And 
the  ftate  of  the  blood  will  be  conducive  to¬ 
wards  indicating  the  moft  appropriate  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  internal  medicines  that  may 
be  neceffary  towards  making  a  compieac 
cure. 

'  •  \  .  .  _  .  !  ]  ' 

Frequent  purging,  even' with  fea- 
water,  is  feldom  of  any  fervice,  and  is  often 
hurtful  both  in  this  eruption  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  •,  and  indeed  in  obftinate  cutaneous 

'  an- 


l 


\ 


g 62  Medical  Essays 

difeafes  in  general,  unlefs  they  be  on  the  de~ 
creafe  :  For  it  weakens  the  patient,  and  re¬ 
tards  the  conco6tion  of  the  peccant  humor  ; 
and  fometimes  occafions  the  eruption  to  re¬ 
tire  from  the  {kin,  before  its  fomes  is  de- 
ftroyed,  which  is  often  of  bad  confequence. 
It  is,  however,  often  of  fervice  to  keep  the 
body  fomewhat  open  with  fulphur  and  cream 
of  tartar;  or  with  alcalized  mercury  and  fo- 
labile  tartar,  with  the  addition  of  a  little  * 
rhubarb. 

Some  patients,  after  being  cured,  in  the 
clofe  of  autumn,  have  a  return  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  fpring ;  efpecially  if  it  be  carried  off 
by  frequent  purging,  or  repelled  by  the  cold 
bath,  or  by  undion ;  and  it  attacks  feme 
youths  annually  at  fpring  and  fall  for  two 
or  three  fucceffive  years.  It  is  fometimes 
complicated  with  the  common  contagious 
itch  •  and  it  is  obfervable  that  this  laft  men- 
ed  difeafe,  tho’  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  occafioiv 
ed  by  animalcule,  and  to  be  wholly  cutane¬ 
ous,  and  acquired  only  by  infe&ion,  is  yet 
more  frequent  in  the  clofe  of  autumn,  and 
in  the  fpring,  but  chiefly  in  the  latter  feafon, 
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than  at  any  other  time  in  the  year :  Were  it 
occafioned  by  animalcule,  his  probable  they 
would  attack  the  face  as  well  as  the  hands., 
or  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

The  moft  obftmate  Ipecies  of  the  fcor- 
butic  itch  is  much  lefs  frequent  than  the 
former.  It  continues,  if  fuffered  to  take  its 
courfe,  during  the  Ipace  of  one,  two,  three 
or  four  years ;  fometimes,  indeed,  dilappear- 
ing,  or  decreafing  in  fummer,  and  returning 
or  increafing  in  the  clofe  of  autumn,  or  be¬ 
ginning  of  winter.  It  is  infectious  only  with 
regard  to  predifpofed  perfons,  or  to  a  bed^ 
fellow ;  and  is  often  with  great  difficulty 
extirpated  out  of  families  that  happen  to  be 
infeCted  thereby ;  and  fome  families  among 
the  vulgar  are  more  fufceptible  than  others 
of  both  this  and  the  former  fpecies  of  the 
cutaneous  feurvy.  This  fpecies  is  moft  inci¬ 
dent  to  young  children,  who  often  acquire 
it  fpontaneoufly,  and  fometimes  infeCt  par¬ 
ticular  families.  But  this  obftinate  fcorbu- 
tic  itch  is  more  infectious  in  fome  adults, 
than  it  is  ufually  in  children;  for  many  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  it  do  not  infeCt  the  family, 

ex- 
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except  the  mother  or  nurfe  of  the  child  : 
But  file  has,  for  the  moft  part,  fome  fpots 
only  on  her  arms,  which  are  wholly  local 
and  fuperficiaf  and  may  be  cured  by  the  ful~ 
phur  ointment ;  tho’  this  unguent  is  in  no 
way  ferviceable  to  the  child;  but  is  moft 
apt  to  prove  of  dangerous  eonfequence,  by 
checking  perforation,  and  repelling  the  e- 
ruption.  This  difeafe  appears  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner. 

o 

.  >  .  ■J 

The  eruption  Conies  out  generally  in  a 
thicker  crop  all  over  the  body,  and  is  attend¬ 
ed  with  more  intolerable  itching,  efpecially  in 
the  forepart  of  the  night,  in  bed,  than  the  flrft 
or  more  fimple  fpecies  :  It  appears  fbme- 
times,  but  feldom,  on  the  face  and  head  • 
and  in  fome  cafes  it  is  moftly  partial,  or  pre¬ 
vails  more  in  fome  parts  than  others.  The 
recent  puftules  are  either  of  a  pale  or  bright 
red ;  thefe,  after  filling  with  a  fharp  ferous 
humour,  burfl:  either  fpontaneoufly,  or  with 
fcratching,  or  they  incrufiate  without  burft- 
ing  ;  and  in  either  cafe,  they  become  dry 

and  flat,  or  but  little  elevated,  then  forming 
fmall  rcddifli,  brown,  or  blackifh  fpecks ; 

for 


/ 


_  and  Observations.  265 

ior  they  very  feldom,  or  never  form  into 
pretty  large  fcabby  crufts,  as  thefe  in  the 
firft  fpecies  of  the  Icorbutic  itch  often  do  ; 
neither  do  the  puftules  always  fill  with  a  fe- 
rous  humour ;  for,  in  many  inftances,  they 
aremoftly  fleeting,  like  the  red  gum  in  young 
children,  and  many  of  them  do  either  at 
times difappear,  or  form,  either  fpontaneoufly 
or  on  being  fcratched,  into  (mall  reddifh  or 
brown  and  fiat  crafty  (pecks,  as  the  former, 
and  they  fometimes  bleed,  and  become  fore, 
from  fcratching.  In  the  word  fort,  for 
there  are  different  degrees  of  this  dlfcafe, 
many  of  the  puftules  are  quite  pale,  and  deep- 
feated  in  the  (kin;  and  thefe  are  common¬ 
ly  more  finfible  to  the  touch,  than  vifible  ; 
for  the  (kin  feels  lumpy  cn  being  ftroaked. 
with  the  hand;  and  thefe  little  bumps,  as  well 
as  the  abovementioned  puftules,  are  often  irw 
duced  by  fcratching  ;  the  fkin  being  often 
itchy  where  there  is  no  vifible  eruption.  As 
many  of  the  puftules,  are  uflially  fleeting,  the 
crop  is  commonly  increafed,  together  with 
the  itching,  by  heat,  and  dlminifhcd  by 
cold. 


* 
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In  fome  few  cafes  the i  peccant  humour 
of  this  difeafe  produces  little  or  no  erup¬ 
tion  ;  yet  it  reigns  at  the  furface  of  the  bo¬ 
dy,  apparently  in  the  fkin,  the  cellular  and 
adipofe  membranes,  and  aponeurofes  of  the 
mufcles,  but  chiefly  in  the  fkin  ;  in  the  laft 
it  occafions  frequent  itching  without  any 
fenfible  eruption;  and  in  thofe  parts  it  fome- 
times  gives  rife  to  wandering  pains,  and  oft¬ 
en  feels  as  if  a  humour  or  fluid  was  running 
from  one  part  to  another ;  and  fometimes  it 
occafions  a  fluttering  in  the  fkin}  in  different 
parts. 

This  obftinate  eruptive  feurvy,  when  it 
accedes  fpontaneoufly,  is  generally  preceded 
by  the  habitual  fcorbutic  affection  of  the 
firfl  clafs  of  the  ordinary  land-fcurvy,  or  by 
fome  fymptoms  of  that  affedion ;  and  fome- 
times,  the’  feldom,  it  fucceeds  an  intermit¬ 
ting  fever  that  recedes  by  an  imperfect  cri- 
fis :  But  it  is  never  preceded  by  an  eruptive 
fever ;  nor  is  it  ever  attended  with  any  ma- 
nif eft  fever,  exclufive  of  fome  degree  of  a 
(ymptomatk  febricula,  which  is  ail  unavoid¬ 
able 
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able  cffeCt  of  the  eruption,  when  it  takes 
place  in  a  great  degree,  or  is  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  inflammatory,  or  attended  with  intole¬ 
rable  itching  which  very  much  difturbs  the 
party’s  repofe  in  bed;  nor  does  it  ever  prove 
fatal,  unlefs  it  be  repelled,  and  the  party's 

ftrength  is  much  reduced,  by  improper 
treatment. 

This  cutaneous  difeafe  hath  its  increafe, 
height  and  decreafe ;  the  peccant  humour 
being  always,  foon  or  late,  according  to  the 
genius  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  diet  and  confti- 
tution  of  the  party,  concoCted  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  fo  as  to  be  fufeeptive  of  being  difeharged 
partly  by  the  emunCtories ;  and  a  great  fhare 
of  it  isgradually  exhaftuedinthepuftules;  for, 
even  when  the  eruption  is  idiopathic,  or  the 
refult  of  a  peccant  humour  that  is  generated  in 
the  body  as  it  is  frequently,  it  does  not,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  notion,  become  more 
obftinate  the  longer  it  continues,  but  on  the 
contrary;  provided  the  party  lives  not  on  foods 
that  are  mod  productive  of  the  fcorbutic  dif- 
cafe;  or  has  an  inherent  fcorbutic  taint,  or 
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a  bad  conftitution.  For,  as  we  have  obferved 
In  the  foregoing,  the  little  inflammations  at¬ 
tending  the  eruption  are  conducive  towards 
promoting  the  concoction  of  the  peccant  hu¬ 
mours  which  otherwife  could  hardly  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  natural  addon  and  reaction  of 
the  folids  and  fluids.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
medicines  that  will  often  cure  the  cutaneous 
fcurvy,  after  being  of  long  handing,  and  on 
the  decreafe,  do  often  fail  in  a  more  early 
period  of  the  difeafe  :  And  as  it  varies  in  a 
great  meafure  in  different  perfons,  the  me¬ 
dicines  that  will  fubdue  it  in  one  will  fail 
in  another.  It  would  feem  probable, 
that  the  common  contagious  itch  doth, 
in  fome  pardcuiar  habits  and  conftitutions, 
degenerate  to  the  fcorbutic  :  fince,  of  two 

O  7  ' 

perfons  that  are  infected,  the  one  is  fome- 
times  at  once  effectually  cured  with  the  ful- 
phur  ointment,  while  the  other  reaps  no 
benefit  from  the  undtion,  and  can  only  be 
cured  by  the  remedies  that  are  moft  fuccefsful 
again  ft  the  fcorbutic  itch. 

A  fhoe-maker,  aged  about  30,  was  cured 
of  this  difeafe,  after  it  had  continued  three 

V  1 


years, 
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years,  only  by  drinking  fix  ounces  of  fea 
water  every  morning,  during  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks ;  tho’  .it  purged  him  not,  but 
operated  as  an  alterative.  He  had,  .  during 
the  firft  year  of  the  itch,  ufed  fulphur  oint¬ 
ment,  and  taken  many  internal  medicines, 
and  purged  frequently  with  fea  water,  with¬ 
out  any  benefit  whatever.  The  fea  water, 
as  an  alterative,  is  often  very  ferviceable, 
but  it  often  alfo  has  fcarce  any  obfervable 
good  effeT  in  this  obftlnate  cutaneous  dif- 
eafe,  as  I  have  in  many  inftances  experien¬ 
ced.  In  its  decreafe  it  may  often  be  repelled 
by  bathing  in  cold  fpring  water,  or  in  the 
fea,  or  carried  off  by  frequent  purging  with 
fea  water,  without  any  bad  confequence. 
But,  in  this  cafe,  unlefs  the  peccant  humour 
is  previoufly  in  a  great  meafure  exhaufied, 
it  commonly  breaks  out  again  in  the  clofe 
of  autumn,  or  fore-part  of  winter.  But 
when  this  itch  is  acquired  by  infection,  it 
may  generally  be  cured,  as  foon  as  it  appears, 
by  the  fulphur  ointment ;  which  corrects  or 
deftroys  the  peccant  humour  in  the  puflules, 
before  it  infers  the  blood ;  provided  the 
party  has  not  a  great  predifpofition  thereto ; 

or 
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or  is  mod  fufceptive  of  infection  from  a  thin 
and  delicate  frame,  with  very  fen  fib  le  nerves. 
Indeed,  with  regard  to  perfons  who  are  in¬ 
fected  with  this  feurvy,  it  may  be  faid  to 
grow  more  obfiinate  by  a  fiiort  continuance  * 
that  is,  till  the  juices  arc  infeCted ;  after 
which  it  will  have  its  increafe  height  and  de- 

•O 

creafe,  as  is  above-men  do ned,  if  fuffered  to 
take  its  cotirle.  The  fulphur  ointment  is 
fcldom  pf  any  fervice  in  this  obftinate  fcor- 
fautic  itch,  except  in  the  circumltance  lad 
mentioned,  and  after  the  decreafe  is  much  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  the  femes  of  the  difeafe  in  the 
blood  is  almoft  quite  exhaufted.  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  an  ointment  made  with  afh-co- 
loured  liver- wort  and  the  roots  of fharp-ooint- 
ed  dock,  and  fufficiently  impregnate  with  fuh 
phur,  is  more  effectual  in  thole  cafes,  than 
the  common  fulphur  ointment.  But  when 
the  peccant  humour  is  copious,  and  the  dif¬ 
eafe  in  its  increafe  or  height,  the  fulphur 
ointment  is  not  only  ineffectual,  but  often 
pernicious  by  obftrufting  perforation,  and 
repelling  the  eruption,  or  a  great  Ihare  of  the 
peccant  humour. 


M  E  R  C  U * 
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Mercurials  taken  internally,  or  ap¬ 
plied  by  un&ion,  are  generally  exceeding 
ferviceable  in  all  the  ftages  of  this  difeafe  ; 
but  they  fometimes  fail  to  make  an  effectual 
cure.  The  following  medicines  are  alfo  ex¬ 
ceeding  proper  in  this  land-fcurvy,  viz.  de- 
coddons  of  the  woods,  Peruvian  bark,  and 
other  fui table  fimples ;  the  internal  ufc  of  AT 
pliur,  combined  with  crude  antimony,  cream 
of  tartar,  and  nitre,  as  I  formerly  obferved 
in  the  Eflay  on  the  Medical  Coiiftitution  of 
Great-Britain,  page  262.  When  fea  water 
is  taken  as  an  alterative,  or  gentle  laxative, 
the  dofe  for  a  man  Axon  Id  not  exceed  three 
or  four  ounces  every  night  and  morning ; 
and  that  dofe  fhould  be  blended  with  an 
equal  portion  of  a  decodtion  of  the  woods  ; 
or  of  fir-tree  tops ;  or  dandelion  ;  or  the 
root  of  the  great  water-dock,  or  of  burdock  ; 
fcabious ;  afh-coloured,  or  green  liverwort  $ 
houfelcek  ;  elder  flowers ;  figwort ;  or  other 
fuitable  Ample ;  or  with  whey  ;  or  Scarbo¬ 
rough  water  ;  the  party  taking  half  a  drachm 
of  flower  of  fulphuf  with  each  dofe  of  it. 
This  I  have  advifed  in  fome  obftinate  cafes 

with 
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with  remarkable  good  fuccefs.  Harrogate 
water  is  alfo  ferviceable  as  an  alterative,  but 
probably  in  a  lefs  degree  than  fea  water  when 
aided  as  abovementioned.  The  mineral  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Harrogate  wTater  confift  almoft 
wholly  of  fea  fait  and  a  fmall  proportion  of 
volatile  fulphur.  But  if  the  difeafe  is  in  a 
great  meafure  inflammatory,  or  attended 
with  a  febricula  and  uncommon  thirfl,  or 
with  more  or  lefs  of  a  flzinefs  of  the  blood, 
whatever  is  of  a  hot  nature  or  ftimulating 
fhould  be  avoided,  or  given  Iparingly,  or 
combined  with  cooling  attenuantse 

As  the  cutaneous  feurvy  is  mod  incident 
to  the  vulgar,  it  fhould  feem  to  be  occafloned 
chiefly  by  acefcent  foods;  and  particularly 
by  leavened  wheaten  bread,  and  heavy  un¬ 
fermented  wheaten  foods,  and  milk ;  and  part¬ 
ly  by  faked  and  fmoke-dried  meat,  and  falted 
fifli.  Wherefore,  tho'  fulphur  is  often  exceed¬ 
ing  ferviceable  in  this  difeafe,  yet  Ample  acids 
un combined  with  other  fui table  medicines 
feldom  do  any  fervice,  unlefs  the  eruptive 
difeafe  be  attended  with  a  diflolution  of  the 
blood,  or  more  or  lefs  of  the  petechial  dyf- 

crafy ; 


*  ■  r 

mid  Observations,  273 

erafy  ;  or  with  a  febricula  joined  with  great 
thli ft ;  or  a  fizy  blood.  But  as  this  cuta¬ 
neous  fcurvy  is  generally  more  or  lefs  inflam¬ 
matory,  or  of  a  hot  nature,  often  with  a 
coftive  belly,  cream  of  tartar  combined  with 
fulphur  is  generally  of  great  fervice  therein : 
This  compofition  is  often  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  very  finall  proportion  of  nitre; 
and  I  frequently  add  thereto  a  few  grains  of 
camphire,  together  with  fome  crude  anti¬ 
mony  in  fine  powder,  and  a  little  alcalized 
mercury,  with  a  view  to  increafe  its  dia¬ 
phoretic,  and  antifcorbutic  powers 

■V.  *  *  *  '  '  . 

When  young  children  are  affe&ed  with 
this  difeafe,  if  they  cannot  be  eafily  cured, 
it  fhould  be  fuffered  to  take  its  courfe,  or  at 
leaft  fhould  not  be  treated  with  remedies  that 
weaken  the  tender  patient,  or  that  may  tend 
towards  caufing  the  peccant  humour  to  re¬ 
tire  from  the  furfaee  of  the  body.  A  proper 
regimen  for  the  nurfe,  if  the  child  be  at  the 
bread:,  or  for  the  child,  if  it  be  weaned, 

*  s 

with  fome  mild  alteratives,  will  contribute 
very  much  to  forward  the  cure^  or  haflen 
the  fpontaneous  recefs  of  this  obftinate  fpe- 
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cies  of  the  eruptive  fcurvy,  and  to  preferve 
the  teeth  :  For  it  very  rarely  proves  fatal, 
under  good  nurfing  ;  provided  that  thofe 
who  have  the  care  of  fuch  children  do  not 
perfift  in  injudicious  tampering  ;  fuch  as, 
frequent  purging  with  magnefia  alba,  which 
is  a  relaxing  weakening  purge,  and  mod  im¬ 
proper  for  tender  young  children  ;  a  too  free 
ufe  of  mercurials ;  or  of  the  hot  medicated 
bath ;  frequent  bathing  and  (wearing  ;  or 
rubbing  all  over  with  fulphur  ointment. 
Some  children  are  more  or  lefs  affected  with  it 
till  they  have  got  all  their  firft  teeth,  in  fpite 
of  every  endeavour  to  reprefs  it ;  and  after 
that  period  it  recedes  fpontaneoufly  :  Butin 
that  cafe  they  are  apt  to  have  carious  teeth 
after  the  eruption  difappears. 

T h  e  repulfion  of  the  fcorbutic  itch  by 
topical  applications,  particularly  with  the 
fulphur  ointment,  except  in  the  circumftan- 
ces  abovementioned,  is  generally  of  bad 
confequence ;  and  productive  of  obftinate 
and  dangerous  difeafes ;  fuch  as  fcorbutic 
rheumatifms  both  fixed  and  wandering ;  lurk¬ 
ing  little  fevers  of  long  duration;  hypochon¬ 
driac 
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driac  affe&ions ;  an  anafarca;  a  cachexy  ; 
and  fome  other  obftinate  difeafes.  In  young 
children  it  often  proves  fatal,  and  creates 
the  difeafes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing. 


Two  Cases  of  an  Internal  Land- 
Scurvy,  from  the  repulfon  of  cutaneous 
Eruptions . 


CASE  l 

•  r 

I 

A  Servant  maid,  aged  22,  at  Liverton  in 
Cleveland,  of  a  clean  habit  of  body, 
and  naturally  of  a  good  confiitution,  had  a 
flight  fcorbutie  affe<5iionof  the  gums,  which 
had  been  of  two  years  continuance,  when,  in 
the  clofe  of  autumn,  1758,  a  moift  herpes 
broke  out  upon  her  arms,  which,  foon  af¬ 
ter,  was  repelled  writh  an  ointment  fhe  pro¬ 
cured  of  a  woman  in  Staiths.  In  fome  days 
after  that,  fhe  began  to  complain  of  an  op- 
preffion,  with  great  heat,  at  the  ftomach  ; 
which  was  attended  with  an  extraordinary 
drynefs  in  her  mouth  and  throat,  an  infa- 
tiable  third,  and  a  great  defire  for  cold  wra- 
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ter.  On  the  ninth  of  April  following,  when 
Die  dcfired  my  advice,  thofe  fymptoms  were 
incrcafed ;  her  tongue  was  white,  as  if  co¬ 
vered  with  the  thrufh  in  a  fmall  degree,  and 
dry  ;  the  pofterior  portion  of  the  pharynx* 
behind  the  velum  pendulum,  was  dry,  and 
uncommonly  red ;  {he  had  a  paucity  of  fall- 
va  ;  the  gums  were  eroded,  and  partly  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fangs  of  the  teeth  ;  her  {kin 
and  mufcular  flefh  were  flaccid ;  {he  was  fee¬ 
ble,  and  low  fpirited,  and  often  droufy ;  her 
pulfe  was  fmaller  and  weaker,  but  fcarce 
quicker,  than  that  of  an  healthy  young  a- 
dult  •  yet  her  complexion  had  a  good  a{ped, 
being  neither  florid,  nor  pale ;  and  the  men- 
fes  were  regular.  She  had  a  tolerable  appe¬ 
tite  for  moift  foods,  and  lived  chiefly  on 
milk,  with  bread  crumbled  into  it ;  for  {he 
could  not  fwallow  any  dry  food,  by  reafon 
of  the  drynefs  of  her  mouth  and  gullet.  I 
advifed  her  to  eat  fweet  oranges,  and  drink 
new  churn-milk  when  it  could  be  had ;  and 
to  ufe  whey,  or  fpring  water,  acidulated  with 
thejuiccof  Sevill  oranges  for  common  drink; 
and  ordered  for  her  the  following  medicine. 
R.  Flor.  Sul'ph.  gifs.  Crem.  Tart,  gh  Cin- 

nabar* 
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nabar.  Antimon.  Nitr.  Mcrcur.  alcalizat.  aa 
Jije  Garnph.  0i.Tin<T  Croci  5b  Syr.  Sacch. 
q.  s.  ut  flat  elect,  de  quo  capiat  q.  n.  nr 
mane  et  velperi,  quotidie  ;  fuperbibendo 
fucc.  Nafturt.  aquat.  et  Becabung.  gi.  This 
procedure  having  done  her  little  or  no  fer- 
vice,  probably  from  not  perfifting  a  fufficient 
time  in  it,  fhe  applied  to  me  no  more,  bu  t  had 
recourfe  to  quacks.  She  kept  on  foot,  and 
did  fome  little  work  till  the  middle  of  June, 
when  the  difcafe  alfumed  the  form  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  nervous  fever,  which  carried  her  off 
in  five  days.  The  wrarm  bath,  with  the  aid 
of  fome  temperate  diaphoretics,  after  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  fuitable  evacuants,  would  have 
been,  perhaps,  mod  ferviceable  in  this  cafe. 

CASE  II. 

AF  A  R  M  E  R,  aged  54,  had  been,  in 
general,  healthy  till  June  17 55,  when 
he  became  heavy,  lifilefs,  and  feeble,  with  a 
fenfe  of  oppreffion  at  the  ftomach,  a  palled 
appetite,  bitter  tafte,  and  clamminefs  in  the 
mouth,  chiefly  in  the  mornings  ;  unufual 
third,  and  a  dry  fkin.  In  July  following, 
the  fweats  that  were  forced  by  hard  work, 

dor- 
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during  the  hay-harveft,  opened  the  pores, 
and  relaxed  the  fkin,  and  an  itchdike  erup¬ 
tion  appeared  thereon ;  upon  which  the  a- 
forefaid  fymptoms  vanifhed,  and  the  party 
became  pretty  alert.  Towards  the  end  of 
September,  the  eruption  diminifhed,  and 
thofe  fymptoms  returned  ;  and  in  the  end 
of  October  the  eruption  again  increafed,  and 
the  party  then  acquired  better  fpirits. 

k  1  / 

In  the  end  of  January  following,  the  erup» 
lion  was  much  increafed,  then  appearing  in 
the  form  of  the  fcorbutic  itch,  and  the  at¬ 
tendant  itching  was  very  troublefome;  upon 
which  the  party,  without  advice,  anointed 
himfelf  twice,  all  over,  with  the  fulphur  oint¬ 
ment.  The  eruption  foon  after,  moftly  dis¬ 
appeared,  and  the  abovefaid  habitual  fcorbu¬ 
tic  affe&ion  returned ;  the  fkin  and  fubcu- 
taneous  fat  became  flaccid;  and  the  urine 
fcanty  and  high  coloured ;  the  tongue  was 
furred  ;  the  party  had  a  manifeft  febricula, 
with  great  third  ;  and  by  the  Seventh  day, 
after  anointing  with  the  abovefaid  unguent 
he  became  all  over  anafarcous.  He  Was 
then  fomewhat  chilly  in  the  day  time,  and 
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*  '  • 

the  febricula  increafed  at  nights :  He  had 
then  atfo  a  fenfe  of  fullnefs  and  great  op- 
preflion  at  the  ftomach  and  duodenum,  an 
intire  lofs  of  appetite,  infatiable  thirft,  and 
an  eager  defire  for  cold  water  :  His  pulfe 
was  pretty  full,  ftrong,  and  equal  when  he 
lay  in  bed  ;  and  when  he  fat  up,  or  ftirred 
a  little  about,  it  was  fmaller,  weaker  and 
lefs  equal ;  the  white  of  the  eyes  had  a 
yellowifii  tinge;  and  the  patient’s  fieeps  were 
unbound* 

This  patient  was  cured  chiefly  by' 
means  of  draftic  purges.  It  was  remarka¬ 
ble,  in  the  courfe  of  the  cure,  that  the  firlt 
purgatives  that  were  given,  which  were 
ftrong,  and  operated  both  by  vomit  and 
ftool,  occafioned  a  great  difcharge,  both 
ways,  of  green,  gelatinous,  and  fomewhat 
fetid  bile.  After  that  humour  was  wholly 
difcharged,  the  patient’s  thirft  abated  very 
much,  together  with  the  fenfe  of  load  and 
opprellion  in  the  epigaftrium  ;  the  urine 
became  pale  and  watery  ;  and  he  began  to 
have  Ipontaneous  breathing  fweats.  By  the 
1 8th  day  of  the  curative  procedure,  a  loofe- 
aefs  came  on,  and  flatus,  which  before  tended 
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upward,  had  now  a  free  difchage  down¬ 
wards  ;  and  the  yellowmefs  of  the  white  of 
the  eyes  difappeared.  On  the  26th  the  loofe- 
nefs  ceafed,  the  patient  became  coftive,  the 
urine  was  ftiil  pale  and  fcanty,  and  the  a- 
nafarca,  wdiich  had  been  much  reduced,  be- 
pan  to  increafe.  It  was  again  reduced  by 
refuming  the  draftic  purges  ;  and  now  the 
fpontaneous  fweating  increafed  very  much  ; 
and  it  was  remarkable  that  the  right  fide, 
which  had  the  greater  fhare  of  the  eruption, 
fweated  more  than  the  left ;  and  a  great 
deal  of  water  exfuded  from  the  ankles* 
The  difeafe,  foon  after,  was  carried  intirely 
off,  by  means  of  the  profufe  fpontaneous 
fweats ;  purgatives ;  a  decodion  of  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark ;  garlick  ;  muftard  ;  and  broom 
afhes.  But  the  urine  continued  pale  and 
watery  till  the  anafarca  was  fubdued;  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  crifis  was  in- 
eompleat,  and  that  fome  portion  of  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour  was  hill  unconcofted,  and  re¬ 
tained  in  the  habit ;  which  was  foon  evinc¬ 
ed  by  the  attack  of  a  lumbago  and  vehement 

fciatica.  which  immediately  fucceeded  the 
/  •/ 

jdropfy.  This  critical  difeafe  was  carried  off 

in 
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11  fix  weeks,  by  the  aid.  of  fuitable  remedies, 
and  the  party  has  continued  healthy  ever  lines. 

REMARKS  on  this  CASE. 

THIS  cafe  exhibits  an  habitual  fcorbu- 
tic  affection,  or  land-fcurvy  of  the  firft 
clafs;  which  terminated,  by  an  eruptive  Cli¬ 
fts,  in  one  of  the  critical  difeafes  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  fecond  clafs  of  the  ordinary 
land-fcurvy.  This  critical  eruption,  on  be¬ 
ing,  in  a  great  meafure,  repelled,  induced  a 
general  anafarca,  with  fome  degree  of  a  jaun¬ 
dice,  and  a  febricula.  After  the  anafarca  and 
jaundice  were  fubdued  by  art,  the  remains  of 
the  fame  peccant  fcorbutie  humour,  tho’  frill 
unconcobted,  being  in  fome  meafure  fufeeptive 
of  feparation  from  the  found  juices,  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  powers  of  the  body  to  the  loins 
and  hips,  where  it  gave  rife  to  a  lumbago  and 
fciatica ;  and,  being  at  length  conceded,  or  at¬ 
tenuated,  and  corrected,  in  a  great  meafure,  it 
became  fufeeptive  not  only  of  refolution,  but 
aifo  of  being  difcfaarged  by  the  emunblorieS. 

I  T  is  ohferved  in  the  foregoing  that  the 

o  o 

bile  is  generally  inert  and  vifeid  in  an  habi¬ 
tual  fcorbutie  afieflion,  or  the  land-fcurvy 
of  the  firft  clafs.  In  this  cafe,  it  had  acquir- 
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ed  a  gelatinous  confidency,  and,  as  fo  large  a 
.  quantity  of  it  was  voided  both  by  vomit  and 
ftool,  vis  probable  the  common  biliary  ducd 
had  been  in  a  great  meafure  obdru<ded  there¬ 
by,  fo  as  to  caufe  it  to  accumulate  in  the  gall 
bladder ;  hence  alfo  the  i&eritious  hue  of  the 
white  of  the  eyes.  It  alfo  appears  that  the 
patient's  third  did  refult,  in  a  great  meafure, 
from  that  ftagnant  bile;  which,  in  that  date, 
had  acquired  a  putrid  taint. 

Those  cafes  are  mod  ufeful  in  pra<dices 
that  exhibit  the  nature,  or  fpecies  of  the  firft 
efficient  internal  caufe ;  fince  that  will  often 
lead  us  to  dlfcover  the  true,  or  chief  efficient 
caufe  in  cafes  that  are  more  or  lefs  fimilar  to 
the  former ;  wdiich  is  mod  conducive  to¬ 
wards  pointing  out  the  radical  cure.  But 
fuch  cafes,  if  they  are  not  uncommon,  are, 
at  prefent,  difrcgarded  ;  and  thofe  only  are 
admired  that  are  lingular,  or  very  extraordi¬ 
nary,  tho’,  like  other  rare  curiofities,  they 
only  amufe  the  fancy,  and  will  hardly  be  of 
any  fervice  to  the  phyfician  in  the  courfe  of 
an  age,  , 
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XXL  A  Case  of  an  Inflammatory 
Dropsy  of  the  Knee;  with fome fort 
Remarks  that  were  omitted  in  the  fore¬ 
going  Articles* 

* 

AS  this  difeafe  is  in  a  great  meafure  dif¬ 
ferent  from  a  true  white  fwelling  of 
the  knee,  and  is  not  defcribed  by  any  author 
that  I  know,  the  following  brief  narrative  of 
a  cafe  of  it  may  not  be  unacceptable.  In 
April,  1757,  a  gentleman,  in  the  pari  111  of 
Skelton,  aged  45,  of  a  frefli  complexion^ 
temperate,  and  naturally  pretty  ftrong,  was 
attacked  with  a  tertian  intermittent,  which 
he  fupprefled  with  Peruvian  bark,  without 
premifing  any  evacuation,  or  purging  after 
the  difeafe  was  fupprefled.  In  the  beginning 
of  July  following,  he  was  feized  with  great 
pain,  attended  with  uncommon  heat,  in  the 
right  knee.  On  the  eighth  day  of  the  difc 
cafe,  when  he  put  himfelf  under  my  care? 
there  was  a  confiderable  fwelling  of  the  af¬ 
fected  joint,  from  an  accumulation  of  fyno- 
via ;  with  a  manifeft  fluctuation  on  each  fide 
of  the  ligamentum  patellae :  The  patient 

co  m- 
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complained  of  vehement  pain,  with  great 
heat  in  the  joint ;  the  fkin  was  a  little  dif- 
coloured,  and  hotter  than  ufual,  but  with¬ 
out  any  manifeft  inflammation,  which  was 
more  internal ;  he  had  a  quick  and  feme- 
what  hard  pulfe,  a  whitifti  tongue,  and  great 
thirft  ;  and  the  fymptomatic  fever,  before  its 
decreafe,  began  to  affume.  an  he<5iic  form. 

This  difeafe  was  cured,  chiefly  by  repeated 
bleeding,  which  was  fix  times  performed  in  the 
(pace  of  three  weeks,  to  the  amount  of  fix  or 

feven  ounces  each  time,  the  blood  being  fizy. 
Suitable  cooling  attenuant  and  demulcent  me- 
dicineswere  adminiftered;  embrocations,  fo¬ 
mentations,  and  epithems  of  like  properties 
were  applied  to  the  affected  knee ;  warm  water 
was  poured  upon  it  from  the  fpout  of  a  tea¬ 
kettle  every  night  and  morning,  for  feveral 
days ;  and  a  lenient  purge  was  given  at  pro¬ 
per  intervals.  In  the  decreafe  of  the  difeafe^ 
after  the  fourth  week,  cold  water  was  pour¬ 
ed  on  the  affected  joint  every  morning  for  a 
long  time  :  But  this  partial  cold  bathing  had 
no  obfervable  good  effe<T ;  wherefore  I  ad- 
ylfed  bathing  in  the  fea,  which  the  party  pern 

form- 
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formed  daily,  for  fome  time,  tho’  the  wea« 
ther  was  fomewhat  cold;  and  he  was  the 
more  encouraged  fo  to  do  becaufe  he  foon 
perceived  a  very  good  effect  from  this  re- 
four  ce,  which  was  of  mod  fignal  fervice,  and 
loon  compleated  the  cure.  Hence  it  ap¬ 
pears  that,  even  in  local  difeafes,  a  total  irrt- 
merfion  of  the  body  is  preferable  to  partial 
bathing,  even  tho’  the  latter  be  aided  by  the 
fall  of  the  water  from  fome  height.  The 
cold  fea-water  bath  is  alfo  the  belt  remedy  I 
have  yet  experienced  for  the  true  white  fuel¬ 
ling  of  the  knee,  tho’ it  very  feldom  makes  a 
compleat  cure  of  this  very  obftinate  difeafe. 

SECT.  II. 

The  defluxion  which  ufually  occafions 
the  dyfury,  doth  fometimes  give  rife  to 
a  ftrangury,  or  an  ifchury;  not  only  from 
a  fpafmodic  contra<flion,  in  confequence  of 
irritation,  but  fometimes  from  an  over-reple¬ 
tion  and  diftention  of  the  capillary  veflels. 
When  the  laft  mentioned  caufe  takes  place  in 
the  veflels  chiefly  of  the  inward  coat  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  and  inward  extremity  of 
the  urinary  paffage,  fo  as  to  create  an  ifehu- 


286  Medical  Essays 

ry,  the  introduction  of  an  oiled  bougie,  if 
done  foon,  gives  immediate  relief,  by  com- 
preffing  the  turgid  veffels,  and  repelling,  or 
urging  forward  their  contained  fluid,  upon 
which  the  urine  comes  freely  away  ^  and  af¬ 
ter  the  bladder  is  emptied  thofe  veffels  com¬ 
monly  recover  their  former  tone,  and  the 
cure  of  this  difeafe  is  at  once  effected. 

But  when  this  caufe,  or  an  over-reple¬ 
tion  of  the  capillaries,  takes  place  in  the  kid¬ 
neys,  fo  as  to  give  rife  to  a  fpurious  ifchury, 
the  cure  is  foon  accomplifhed  by  drawing  a 
f  unable  quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and 
injecting  a  laxative  glyfter:  And  fometimes 
both  venefeflion  and  a  glyfter  are  neceflary 
in  the  former  cafe,  in  which  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe  is  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
urinary  paffage ;  efpecialiy  when  the  bougie 
has  riot  been  timely  introduced. 

In  both  cafes,  fubaftringent  acids,  blend¬ 
ed  with  feme  mild  aperient  liquid,  fuch  as 
an  infufion  of  pellltory  of  the  wall,  or  mug- 
wort,  are  ferviceable;  by  condenfing  the  ra- 
rifted  blood,  and  bracing  the  relaxed  and  dll- 
tended  veffels,  and  thus  taking  away  the 
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immediate  caufes  of  the  difeafe ;  notwith- 
ftanding  acids  are  generally  deemed  hurtful 
in  obftru<tions  of  the  urine. 

I  T  is  obfervable  that  perfons  who  have 
either  the  uriniferous  veflels,  or  the  coats  of 
the  urinary  paffages  relaxed  and  weakened, 
in  confequence  of  defluxioiis  or  rheums  on 
thofe  parts,  or  of  fmall  hones,  or  gravel,  or 
the  venereal  difeafe,  or  a  too  free  ufe  of  mer¬ 
curials,  purgatives  and  diuretics,  are  more 
fubject  either  to  a  firangury*,  or  an  ifchury, 
from  theaforefaid  immediate  caufe,  after  drin¬ 
king  much  ale,  which  is  a  foft  relaxing  liquid, 
or  even  brandy  and  water,  than  after  drink¬ 
ing  red  port-wine,  or  weak  punch  acidulated 
with  the  juice  of  Seville  oranges,  or  lemons. 

I  n  an  ifchury,  whether  true  or  Ipurious, 
if  it  proceeds  from  the  abovefald  immediate  • 
caufe,  and  the  blood  is  not  fizv,  the  half 
warm  bath  will  be  quite  improper,  and  will 
not  fail  to  increafe  the  obfiinacy  and  danger 
of  the  difeafe ;  notwithstanding  this  remedy 
is  generally  much  infilled  on  in  fuch  cafes. 

Sometimes,  however,  a  warm  ftimu- 
ating  diuretic  is  neceffarv,  after  due  evacua- 

tion-, 
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tion,  particularly  when  the  caufe  of  the 
ifchury  is  feated  in  the  kidneys,  and  fprings 
from  a  rheumatic  humour.  The  bell  diure¬ 
tics  in  this  cafe  are  chiefly  the  following  ; 
viz.  Roots  of  garlick,  and  fquill ;  oil  of 
turpentine  ;  fpirit  of  juniper ;  the  dulcified 
fpirit  of  nitre.  In  this  cafe  alfo  a  large  ve- 
ficatory  applied  on  the  loins,  or  fuperior  por¬ 
tion  of  the  thigh,  is  of  fignal  fervice  ;  the 
body  being  kept  foluble* 

I  have  often  obferved  that  the  vermifuge 
mixture  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  and 
whofe  properties  are  recited  in  a  former  pub¬ 
lication,  is  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  children 
who  are  fluffed  in  their  breafts,  and  affe&ed 
with  a  cough.  I  have  obferved  in  the  fore¬ 
going  that  mild  emetics,  in  fmall  dofes,  and 
laxatives  confiding  chiefly  of  rhubarb,  repeat¬ 
ed  occafionally,  are  of  Angular  fervice  in  many 
cafes  of  the  kink-cough  in  young  children. 
Both  thefe  intentions  are  exceedingly  well  an- 
fwered  by  the  abovefaid  vermifuge  mixture, 
which  I  have  lately  adminiftered  in  the  firft 
flage  of  fome  cafes  of  a  mild  kink-cough  with 
obfervable  good  fuccefs.  The  dofe  is  from 
one  tea  fpoonful  to  three  for  children  be¬ 
twixt 
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twixt  feven  months  and  five  years  of  age. 
It  fhould  generally  be  given  in  a  fufficient 
dofe  to  operate  a  little  upward. 


Chirurg-ical  Observations. 

1  Sect.  I. 

f  ¥~^HOMAS  Appleton,  at  Cargo, e- fleet,  111 
I  Cleveland,  aged  3  3 ;  was  attacked  with  a 

pleurify  in  the  right  fide,  in  June  1764, 
fometime  after  having  received  a  hurt  in 
that  fide  by  falling  from  a  horfe.  Tho;  he 
was  copioufiy  blooded,  an  empyema  form” 
ed  in  the  affefled  fide ;  for  which  I  propofed 
the  operation ;  but  the  patient  w7ould  not 
fubmit  to  it  till  the  beginning  of  September 
following,  when  he  was  exceedingly  re¬ 
duced  by  a  continual  hedlic  fever  ;  and  in 
the  utmoil  danger  of  fufFocation  from  the 
preffure  of  the  matter  on  the  left  lung. 
Notwithftanding  his  great  weaknefs,  as  the 
operation  was  the  only  refource  that  could 
.  give  him  any  chance  for  recovery,  it  was 
performed.  A  quick  motion  of  the  cheft  to 
either  fide  occafioned  aquafhing  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  which  feemed  to  reach  no  lower  than 
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the  feventh  rib,  reckoning  from  above ;  and 
which  indicated  the  proper  place  for  making 
the  perforation.  I  made  the  outward  inch 
fion,  by  pinching  the  fkin,  between  the 
fixth  and  feventh  ribs,  an  inch  and  half  in 
length,  and  the  internal  wound,  thro'  the 
.Intercbffai  muffles  and  pleura,  about  an  inch 
in  length,  Above  four  pounds  of  afmooth 
uniform  white  u-nfetid  pus,  of  the  confe 
ffency  of  new  cream,  was  infiantly  difcharg- 
ed;  Next  morning  a  pound  more  was  drawn 
off;  and  for  a  month  after,  the  difcharge  a- 
rnountedto  about  half  a  pound  a  day;  and  to 
about  four  ounces  daily  for  five  months  af¬ 
ter  that.  But  the  patient,  tho’he  had  a  pretty 
good  appetite,  which  enabled  him  to  fupport 
the  difcharge,  never  fhewed  any  figns  of  re¬ 
covery  till  September  following,  after  the  pus 
had  obtained  a  free  pa ITage  into  the  bronchia, 
and  was  difcharged  moftly  by  exp efto ration. 

I  t  appeared,  in  this  cafe,  that  the  In- 
grefs  of  the  air,  by  the  wound,  in  the  aft 
of  infpiration,  at  each  dreffing,  did  very  much 
retard  the  cure  ;  by  keeping  the  right  lung 
continually  collapfed ;  and confequently pre¬ 
venting  its  adhefion  to  the  pleura  ;  exclufive 
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of  the  bad  effefts  which  refulted  from  hah 
of  the  lungs  being  collapfed  and  ufelefs. 
Hence  proceeded  the  anafarca,  which,  tho 
it  was  not  very  confiderable,  continued 
throughout  the  year.  It*  was  remarkable 
that  the  points  of  the  fingers  and  toes  re¬ 
mained  a  long  time  tumefied,  after  the  ana¬ 
farca  had  difappeared  in  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  body.  The  lung  of  the  affcfted  fide 
was  fo  much  collapfed,  that  it  feemed,  on 
introducing  a  probe,  to  be  an  inch  and  half 
difiant  from  the  pleura :  Yet  the  patient  had 
no  remarkable  dyfpncea ;  the  pulfe  was  al¬ 
ways  free  and  equal ;  tho’  it  was  a  little 
quicker  than  is  natural,  either  from  form? 
ftnall  degree  of  a  purulent  fever,  or  becaufe 
the  blood,  being  wholly  tranfmitted  thro5  the 
left  lung,  mu  ft  have  palled  with  greater  veloci¬ 
ty,  than  when  it  had  a  freepafiage  thro’  both, 

The  aperture  which  had  been  formed  in¬ 
to  the  bronchia,  probably  from  the  burft- 
ing  of  an  impoftume  in  the  collapfed  lung, 
was  fo  open,  that,  on  mjedling  a  tea.  cup¬ 
ful  of  warm  fea  water  by  the  external  wound, 
the  patient  turning  immediately  after,  in  a 
horizontal  attitude,  on  the  oppofite  fide, 

the 
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the  Tea  water  came  up  by  mouthfuls  till  It 
was  wholly  expectorated.  As  foon  as  the 
inward  aperture  was  formed,  the  difcharge 
by  the  wound  decreafed  confiderably,  with¬ 
out  any  bad  confequence  ;  a  quill  charged 
with  a  projecting  wooden  pin  was  not  in¬ 
troduced  as  ufuab;  to  draw  off  the  pus ;  the 
fmall  quantity  that  was  iifcharged  made  its 
exit  without  admitting  the  external  air ;  and 
the  patient,  from  that  time,  recovered  a  pace. 
This  patient  could  not  bear  to  have  a  eanula 
continually  in  the  wound,  which  was  kept 
open  with  a  firm  tent  of  fine  tow ;  and  a 
quill  was  introduced  occafionally  to  draw¬ 
off  the  pus,  whofe  egrefs,  without  that  re- 
fource,  was  prevented  by  fpungy  flefh  at  the 
inward  extremity  of  the  aperture. 

W  H  E  n  a  partial  inflammation  of  the 
pleura  occafions  anadhefionof  the  contiguous 
portion  of  the  lung  to  the  affeCted  part,  and 
if,  in  that  cafe,  a  fuppuration  infues,  the  mat¬ 
ter,  I  fuppofe,  generally  either  makes  its 
way  outwards,  thro’  the  intercoftal  mufcles, 
and  accumulates  under  the  integuments  till 
it  forms  a  manifeft  tumor ;  or  it  gains  admiff 
fion  into  the  bronchia ;  and,  in  either  cafe, 
the  cure  is  generally  foon  accompliflied  : 

Be- 
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Becaufe  the  air  cannot,  either  by  the  out¬ 
ward  incifion,  or  by  the  bronchia,  gain 
admiffion  into  the  cavity  of  the  affefted  fide, 
beyond  the  adhefion ;  which  therefore  will 
prevent  the  whole  lung  of  that  fide  from 
being  col  lap  fed ;  and  the  adhefion  of  the 
lung  to  the  pleura  in  the  feat  of  the  impoft- 
ume  will  eafily  be  formed,  which  will  ac¬ 
celerate  the  cure.  Befides,  it  often  hap¬ 
pens,  that,  after  opening  the  outward  tu¬ 
mor,  the  matter  makes  its  egrefs  with¬ 
out  admitting  the  external  air  into  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax.  In  this  cafe,  then,  the 
patient  foon  recovers,  provided  the  opening 
of  the  tumor  has  not  been  poflponed  too 
long;  for  when  it  is,  the  pus,  by  its  weight 
and  acrimony,  is  apt  to  form  finufes  :  But 
thefe  finufes,  if  they  are  on  theoutfide  of  the 
ribs,  are  eafily  cured  by  laying  them  open. 
The  cure  of  this  fpecies  of  the  empyema 
will  be  more  certain  and  fpeedy,  if  the  pus 
has  not  only  a  free  paffage  outwards  by  the 
artificial  opening,  but  alfo  into  the  bron¬ 
chia,  as  in  the  following  cafe. 

A  weaver  in  Guifbro’,  aged  about  40, 
was  greatly  emaciated,  and,  to  appearance, 
in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  confumption,  when  a 
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tumor  arofe  in  his  right  fide,  clofe  under 
the  bread  On  being  opened,  it  difcharg- 
ed  only  about  a  pound  of  pus ;  after  that, 
thme  was  very  little  matter  expectora¬ 
ted,  it  being  moftly  difcharged  by  the 
wound,  and  the  cough,  which  before  was 
troubled) rne,  almoft  quite  ceafed.  The  bag 
of  the  impoftutne  was  deterged  with  a  mild 
fuitable  injeclion  ;  the  hectic  fever  ceafed, 
and  the  patient  recovered  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month.  It  was  obvious,  in  this  cafe,  by 
the  patient’s  having  coughed  up  fome  of  the 
injcCHon,  that  there  was  a  perforation  into 
the  bronchia;  and,  as  the  cure  was  fo 
fpeedily  aca  mplifhed,  there  was,  no  doubt, 
an  adhefion  of  the  lung  to  the  pleura  in 
the  circumference  of  the  impolfume. 

B  i)  T  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that,  for 
the  mod  part,  when  the  pus  makes  its  way 
outwaids  between  the  ribs,  it  is  formed  be¬ 
tween  the  pleura  and  the  ribs,  and  intercom 
fial  umfcles ;  wherefore,  it  may  be  the  rcfult 
of  a  fpurious  pleurily,  and  may  properly 
enough  be  termed  a  ipurious  empyema. 


SE.C  T. 
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SECT.  II. 

It  is  objected  to  Mr  ChefeideiTs  me¬ 
thod  of  cutting  for  the  ftone,  that  the  ftaff, 
being  held  by  an  aftiflant,  cannot  be  made 
to  correfpond  fo  well  with  the  edge  of  the 
knife,  as  when  it  is  held  by  the  operator. 
This  operation  was  performed,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner,  on  Mr  Appleton,  of  Hil¬ 
ton  in  Cleveland,  aged  64,  in  Oftober  1763. 
Thirteen  hones  were  extracted,  four  of 
which  were  of  the  fize  of  a  large  nutmeg 
each ;  and  the  patient  recovered.  After 
making  the  external  wound,  a  paffage  was 
made  for  the  knife,  with  the  forefinger  of 
the  right  hand,  thro’  the  cellular  membrane, 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  and  the  fcalpel 
was  introduced  on  the  fame  finger,  with 
Its  edge  upwards  ;  then  the  operator,  take- 
Ing  hold  of  the  ftaff  with  his  left  hand,  and 
and  properly  adapting  it  to  the  edge  of  th.er 
knife,  cut  thro'  the  left  fide  of  the  pro  fi  ate 
gland,  and  carried  the  incifion  outward,  by 
the  diredfion  of  the  catheter,  to  the  mem¬ 
branous  part  of  the  urethra.  ,  It  was  found 
quite  unneceffary  to  prefs  down  the  redtum 
with  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand,  as  Mr 
Sharp  direfts ;  it  being  impoffible  to  wound 

the 


I 


296  Medical  Essays 

the  return  in  making  the  internal  incifion 
in  this  manner  ;  wherefore  the  operator  was 
at  liberty  to  hold  the  ftaff  with  his  left 
hand ;  which  removes  the  abovefaid  objec¬ 
tion  to  Mr  Ghefelden’s  lateral  operation. 

I  n  making  the  outward  incifion,  a  large 
artery  (a  branch  of  the  pudicse  extern#)  was 
opened,  which  bled  with  great  vehemence. 
An  artery  forceps  would  have  been  of  fer- 
vice  in  this  cale,  both  by  preventing  a  too 
great  lofs  of  blood,  and  by  directing  the 
operator  in  taking  up  the  artery.  How¬ 
ever,  a  pretty  copious  hamorrhage,  from 
the  wound,  is  molt  conducive  towards  pre- 
venting  an  inflammation  of  the  bladder  and 
bowels ;  which  generally  happens  in  thofe 
who  die  after  the  operation.  This  opera¬ 
tion  was  protracted  to  a  greater  length  than 
ufual ;  not  only  by  the  extraction  of  fo 
many  (tones,  partly  with  the  forceps,  and 
partly  with  the  fcoop,  but  alfo  by  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  the  operator  met  with  In  taking  up 
the  abovefaid  artery. 

Next  day  after  the  operation  the  fcrotum 
was  livid,  and  the  pulfe  final],  fo  ft,  and 

weak; 
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weak :  But  a  timely  exhibition  of  the  Peru¬ 
vian  bark  internally,  and  of  the  tincture  of  it 
upon  the  fcrotum,  prevented  any  bad  con- 
fequence.  On  the  ninth  day,  a  profufe  dip* 
charge  of  ropy  mucus  from  the  bladder  com¬ 
menced  ;  but  it  ceafed  in  a  few  days  on  taking 

an  ounce  and  half  of  uva  urfi  in  pouder. 

.  ,  *  •  .  \  . 

s  ,  ;  '  t  {  ‘  ,  "  *  ‘  *  t  »  »  " 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  when  an  in¬ 
curable  fiflula,  which  tr  anfmits  the  urine, 
is  the  confequence  of  the  operation,  it  is 
occafioned  by  the  fides  of  the  urethra  uni¬ 
ting*  moft  commonly,  I  fuppofe,  in  the 
membranous  part,  but  chiefly  when  it  is 
much  torn,  as  it  is  ufually  in  the  great  ap¬ 
paratus,  Wherefore  *tis  mod:  probable  that 
inch  a  fiftula  may  always  be  prevented,  if 
the  external  wound  be  fufficiently  large, 
by  introducing  a  bougie  into  the  urethra, 
once  or  twice  a  day,  till  the  urine  begins  to 
come  pretty  freely  the  natural  way.  This 
was  pra&ifed  in  the  above  mentioned  pa-  1 
dent’s  cafe  *,  and,  as  it  did  not  occur  to  me' 
fo  to  do  till  the  third  day  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  onfirft  introducing  the  bougie,  amani- 
feft  obftru&ion  was  perceptible  when  it 

P  2  *  had 
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had  reached  the  wound;  but  after  fur  mount¬ 
ing  that  difficulty  it  was  afterwards  always 
eafily  introduced, 

SECT,  III. 

The  following  manner  of  extracting  the 
ftone  in  women,  is,  I  prefame,  an  im¬ 
provement  on  the  ufual  method  ;  it  being 
fo  much  the  better  tine  fewer  inftruments 
that  are  ufed  in  the  performance  of  an  ope¬ 
ration.  A  ftone  weighing  three  ounces  and 

o  o 

fix  drams  was  extracted  from  Mrs  Curry, 
aged  75,  nigh  Stoxfley  in  Cleveland;  in 
Auguft  1765,  in  the  following  eafy  and 
Ample  manner.  The  operator  having  dif- 
penfed  with  the  ufe  of  the  grooved  cathe¬ 
ter,  and  gorget,  introduced  the  forefinger 
of  his  right  hand  into  the  urethra,,  and  af¬ 
ter  dilating  it  fufficiently,  he  introduced  the 
forceps  with  great  facility,  and  having  got 
a  favourable  hold  of  the  ftone,  which  was 
of  an  oval  form,  it  was  quickly  extracted. 
The  party  is  at  prefent  healthy,  and  retains 
her  urine  very  well.  A  gentlewoman  re¬ 
dding  at  Scarborough,  aged  26,  under¬ 
went  the  fame  operation  in  April  the  fame 
year ;  and  had  no  incontinency  of  urine  af¬ 
ter  the  fourteenth  day.  In 
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.  '  ,  .  .,T  .  •  r  ...  ..  .  •/ 

In  introducing  the  finger  into  the  ure¬ 
thra,  its  outward  verge  always  fullers  a  fmali 
laceration ;  but  the  wound  heals  as  fpeedily 
as  one  that  is  cut ;  and  l  deem  it  preferable 
to  cutting,  not  only  by  reafon  it  is  more 
firaple  and  fpeedy,  but  alfo  becaufe  the  la¬ 
ceration  extends  only  as  far  as  the  refinance 
is  cohfiderable ;  which  is  only  at  the  out¬ 
ward  border  of  the  urethra  ;  within  that, 
the  refinance  is  confiderably  lefs,  and  (till 
Ids  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  previoufly  much  dilated  by  the  hone 
often  lodging  partly  therein  :  But  when  the 
knife  is  ufed,  there  is  generally  more  fub  * 
fiance  divided  than  is  neceffary ;  and  the  va¬ 
gina  is  fometimes  wounded.  By  this  method 
the  extraction  of  the  ftone  in  women  is  per¬ 
formed  with  as  much  facility  quicknefs  and 
fafety  as  alrnoft  any  operation  in  furger y. 

S  E  C  T.  IV. 

*Tis  well  known  that  when  the  extremi¬ 
ty  of  the  third  bone  of  a  finger  or  thumb 

becomes  carious  from  a  deep-feated  whit¬ 
low,  the  carious  portion  always  exfoliates, 
in  due  time,  under  proper  management, 

,  after 
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after  which  the  wound  is  fpeedily  healed. 
But  when  the  bafe  of  the  third  bone  be¬ 
comes  carious,  which  happens  mod  com¬ 
monly  in  the  thumb,  it  is  ufual  to  ampu¬ 
tate  the  joint*  It  is  not,  I  think,  general¬ 
ly  known,  or  mentioned  by  any  author 
that  I  know,  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  bed 
method  is  to  cut  out  the  bone  -9  by  which 
procedure  the  point  of  the  thumb,  or  finger 
fo  affe<5ted,  and  the  nail  are  preferved  intire ; 
and  tho’  the  flefhy  body  of  the  joint  is 
neceffarily  fhortned,  yet  it  becomes  as  ufe- 
ful  nearly  as  it  wras  in  its  former  natural 
date  ;  and  occafions  very  little  deformity  ; 
And  when  the  head  of  the  adjoining  bone 
is  found,  the  cure  is  foon  accomplifhed, 
after  cutting  out  the  carious  bone.  I  have 
feen  many  in  dances  of  the  great  advantage 
of  this  operation  :  It  is,  indeed,  more 
painful  than  amputation  >  but  this  objection 
Is  trivial  in  comparifon  with  the  advantages 
derived  to  the  patient  by  preferving  the 
nail  and  point  of  the  thumb.  The  incifion 
fhould  be  made  in  a  right  line  with  the  fide 
of  the  nail,  fo  as  to  penetrate  a  little  above 


and  Observations.  301 

|die  artery,  and  that  the  point  of  the  thumb 
or  finger  may  be  kept  as  intire  as  poffible. 
This  operation  fucceeds  belt,  and  is  more 
ealily  performed,  when  the  joint  is  pretty 

much  fwelled  to  the  point  of  the  thumb, 
and  the  periofteum  is  partly  feparated  from 
the  bone.  Sometimes  the  body  of  the  third 
bone  of  the  thumb,  when  carious,  feparates 
fpontaiieoufly  from  the  epiphyfc,  in  which 
cafe  the  point  of  the  thumb  is  preferved 
intire,  together  with  the  ufe  of  the  joint. 

SEC  T.  V. 

Every  experienced  furgeon  mu  ft  have 
obferved  that  the  interrupted  future  is  rarely 
of  any  fervice  in  large  wounds ;  efpecially  if 
complicated  with  more  or  lefsof  contufion. 
The  thread  generally  cuts  thro’  the  portion 
of  the  fkin  that  is  contained  within  the  li¬ 
gature,  foon  after  the  fuppuration  com¬ 
mences  ;  and  the  inflammation  and  confe- 
quent  fuppuration  of  the  lips  of  the  wound 
are  much  increafed  by  the  wounds  made  by 
the  cutting  fides  of  the  crooked  needle,  and 
by  the  irritation  occafioned  by  the  threads. 

JBefides,  an  additional  deformity  infues  from 

*  *- 

the 
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th  e  fcs.i  s  made  by  the  lacerated  wounds  oc^ 
cafioned  by  the  threads "  cutting  through 
the  fkin  Wherefore  I  have  not,  for  fome 
years  paft,  made  any  life  of  crooked  need¬ 
les,  except  in  taking  up  of  large  arteries; 
and,  in  lieu  of  the  abovefaid  future,  have 
priflifed  the  twilled  future;  whofe  good 
effects  I  have  often  experienced,  tho*  per¬ 
formed  with  common  brafs  pins,  in  large 
wounds,  and  even  in  fuch  as  were  lacerate 
and  in  a  great  meafure  contufed.  By  means 
of  this  future  the  lips  of  the  wound  are 
more  clofely  and  fi  mly  held  together  than 
by  the  interrupted  future  ;  the  pins  rarely 
cut  thro5  their  hold  in  the  fkin  before  the 
lips  of  the  wound  are  firmly  united,  fo  as  to 
render  any  farther  ufe  of  them  unneceffary, 
becaufe  they  occaiion  a  much  lefs  degree  of 
irritation  and  inflammation  than  the  inter¬ 
rupted  future  and  when  they  cut  thro* 
the  ho]d,  the  cicatrix  of  the  wounds  thus 
made  is  hardly  perceptible  ;  for  they  occa¬ 
iion  little  or  no  additional  fuppuration. 
They  very  much  haften  the  cure  of  large 
wounds  with  contufion,  which  will  not  ad-, 
rnit  of  the  interrupted  thread-future ;  but 

when 
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when  the  contufion  is  confiderable,  feme 
portion  of  the  moft  depending  part  of  the 
wound  fhould  be  left  open  ;  and  if  the  in¬ 
flammation,  confequent  on  fuch  a  contu¬ 
fion,  fhould  be  very  great,  the  pins  may 
be  withdrawn  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  ; 
after  which  the  lips  of  the  wound  will  re¬ 
cede  much  lefs  than  they  would  have  done 
if  the  t wifted  future  had  not  been  imploy- 
ed  ;  and,  after  the  wound  is  pretty  well 
deterged,  and  the  inflammation  abated,  the 
pins  may  again  be  introduced,  if  the  {kin 
be  fufiiciently  relaxed  fo  to  admit  of  them. 
It  is  alfo  remarkable  that  the  pins  give  much 
lefs  pain  on  being  introduced,  and,  if  pret¬ 
ty  fharp  and  rather  fmall,  they  pierce  the 
fkin  with  more  facility  than  a  large  crook¬ 
ed  needle  with  three  cutting  fides.  Pins 
made  of  heel  or  tempered  iron,  filvered  or 
gilded  over ;  from  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
to  one  inch  and  one  fourth  in  length,  would 
no  doubt,  be  far  preferable  to  the  com¬ 
mon  brafs  pins. 

SECT.  VI. 

The  fuz-ball,  Pm  inclined  to  believe,  is 
the  moft  powerful  ftyptic  yet  known  :  It 

hath , 
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hath,  lii  many  infiances,  within  the  courfe' 
of  iiiy  obfervation,  refrained  hemorrhages 
from  large  arteries,  with  the  aid  of  only  a 
moderate  compfeflion.  Mr  Morand  (Me. 
moires  de  T Academic-  Royale  de  chirurgie 
'Tom  2.  pag.  230]  fuppofes  that  the  agaric 
of  the  oak  produces  its  effeft  by  imbibing 
the  ferum  of  the  blood,  and  none  of  the 
red  blood,  which  occafions  the  blood  in 
the  extremity  of  the  artery  to  coagulate 
fooner,  fo  as  to  form  a  plug  which  fops 
the  hemorrhage.  Now  the  fungous  fub- 
ftance  of  the  fuz-ball  poffeffes  this  property 
in  a  greater  degree  than  the  agaric ;  and, 
befides,  by  applying  as  clofe  as  poffiblc, 
and  adhering  to  the  mouth  of  the  veffel  and 
adjoining  parts,  it  intirely  prevents  the 
egrefs  of  the  blood,  with  a  moderate  com- 
preffion,  or  with  no  more  than  is  ufually 
made  by  a  common  bandage.  A  fufficient 
quantity  of  the  fungous  part  of  the  fuz-ball 
fhould  be  applied  on  the  orifice  of  the  veffel, 
the  fkin  of  the  fungus  fhotild  be  laid  over 
that,  and  the  dreffmg  compleated with  com- 
preffes,  and  a  roller,  in  the  ufual  manner. 
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